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‘Stevenson rocks CC in district final, 7-6

1Y BRAD MONASTIERE
BTAYF WRITEN
i

[ | BASEBALL

All season, Livonin Steven-
son's bascball team has made o
habit of snatching victory from
the jaws of defeat.

+ In Saturday’s district final
bgsehnll game against rival Red.
ford Catholic Central, much
more than a victory was
snatched.

Stevenson's Billy Rabe deliv-
ered n two-run homer in the top
of the seventh inning to lead an
incrediblo comeback by the Spar-
tans a3 they won the Division 1
diatrict championship with a 7-6
win over the host Shamrocks,

Stevenson, 21-9 overall, mects

13-3 Detroit Henry Ford in the
regional semifinals, 1 p.m. Sat-
urday at Lincoln Park,
. Rabe's round-tripper, believed
to be the first of his varsity
carcer, capped o great day that
saw him pitch the maximum of
10 innings in the two games, get-
ting both wins and driving in the
game-winning runs agninst CC
(25-7).

After the game, the senior srid
he wusn't sure it was a home run
when ho first hit it.

“1 was thinking double all the

way,” ho said, “The pitcher hung
a curveball and I mnde solid con-
tact. I wae surprised when it
went over the fence.
. “There's no fecling like the ono
we have today. This team has so
much heart. T'll tako heart over
ability every day, and we were
determined fo win today.”

Rabe pitched a mercy-short-
ened five-inning shutout ngainst
Redford Union in the semifinals,
and was called upon to pitch the
final five innings of the finals
againgt CC.

Stevenson starter Motthew
Courtright gave up five runs in
the first two innings as the

Shamrocks built an early 6-1
lead. Rabe, who describes him-
self as having o “rubber arm,”
allowed just ono run and four
hits in his five innings of work in
the finals. He struck out the
finnl two batters of the game
when CC had runners on second
and third with just one out.

“That was the last out he could
have pitched today, and you
could tell how much he wanted
it,” Stevenson conch Harvey
Weingarden said of his ace pitch-
er. *it was Llotal heart by this
team today like it has all season,

“This wns our 21st win of the
senson, which is a new school
record, and I think 12 or 13 of
them have been by one run.
These guys just keep battling
and that’s been a big part of our
succens.”

CC coach John Salter said
Stevenson deserved a lot of cred-
it for the way the team battled
back after digging such a big
early hole.

“Rabe’s a very good pitcher
and he held us down for those
lnst five innings,” he snid. *He's
got a good fastball and a good
breaking boll and had nice con-
trol. We knew we needed more
runs after we were up 6-2, but
we just couldn’t get them
across.”

CC looked like the team ready
to move on early in the game,
Jjumping out to a big early lead.
Sophomore Ryan Gallagher drew
a bases-londed walk in the bot-
tom of the first to put the Sham-
rocks ahead 1-0.

After a sacrifice fly by Rabe
tied the gome, CC responded
with four runs in the bottom of
the second to take a command-
ing 5-1 lend. Sophomore Mike

Monterey started the rally with
an RBI single, and two batters
later, senior Ryan Rogowski
Brmunered a two-run double to
1ight that scored two more. Gal-
lr-nher followed up with a run-
suuiirg single that gave the
Shomrocl=s what appeared to be
a comfortable lend

Rabe allowed just une run
when he was pitching, that com-
ing in the third innin** when jun.
tor Kyle Crutioau singled home
cephowmase T orek Brooks to
make it a 6-2 gnme.

The Spartans waited until the
top of the fifth to atart their
comchack. Junior Brett Rosbury
led off the inning with a single
— tho fourth straight inning
Stevenson put the leadoff batter
on base — and sophomore Brian
Alpert followed with a single.

Starting pitcher Ed Conz was
then pulled in favor of Monterey,
who appeared close to working
his way out of n jam, He got the
next batter to fly out to right,
and Brian Shekell's single
resulted in a play nt the plate
where CC catcher Eric Vojtkof-
aky togged Rosbury out, keeping
the score 6-2 with two outs.

However, Stevenson catcher
Jason Christopoulos singled in a
run, and Greg Dumont drew a
bases-loaded walk to make the
score 6-4. An error one batter
later made it 6-5 before CC'a Jefl’
Schulz gat the final out of the
inning.

Despite not taking the lead, it
was apparent momentum and
confidence were on the side of
the Spartans. Rabe had little
trouble gotting through the fifth
and sixth innings, setting up his
dramatic final perforiance.

“I knew it was my last season,

‘and I wanted to leave it.all on

the ficld,” Rabe aaid. “Everyone
on this team did their part to get

Farmington Schools to hold coaching academy

will host a

Farmington l’ubhc Sch\wla tatk about building a 1

d o a family

Thursdny, June 13 for nnynne atmosphere with nlhlctcx from a
variety of backgrounds.

1y youth, middle and high s:hnol
coaches. Brinn Gregory, asgoci-

Mlchlguu State University, will
be the keynate spenker. Ha will

ate head basketball conch at

The academy also will include
a breakout sossion on topies
ranging from developing a posi-
tive relationship with parents,
hent related illness, creatine and

other helping ath-
letes cope with stress, communi-
cation, nutrition and perform-
ance. The clinic is free of charge.
To register contact FPS Athletic
Director Brian Swinchart by
email at  brian.swinehart@
farmington.k12.mi.us or by
phone at 248-489-3352.
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us here.”

“This team always has another
goal in sight,” Weingarden snid.
“The scniors have a lot of base-
ball leR in them.”

«STEVENSON 10, REDFORD UNION O:
The Spartans encountered much ess
resistance in their semifinal victory over
the Panthets than they did In winning the
district chomplonship.

Stovonson pifed up four runs in the
fourth and fifth innings 1o bring & quick
end 10 the game ageinst RU, 100, The
Panthers’ senson ends the season with

on 1812 jecord.

Rabie went the distance, aliowing Just
theee hits with five strikeouts. Senior Bill
Marsack slommed o three-fun home fun
in the fourth inning 10 pave the way for
tho victory. He diso drovo n the game-
ending run in the bottorn of the fifth.

Senlos  Cheistopher  Sevetson,
Christopoulos and Alpert each added
RBIs for the Sportans,

Chris Rigley, Shawn Meyers ang John
Hegeman picked up the only hits for the
Panthets.

*REDFORD CC 3, FARMINGTON 1:

fyiial)

Schulz pitched a gem for the Shnmmcis
Io the district semibnals, helping ther
gaIn some revenge on the team mui
ended thoir 2001 scason. B

Grepeou and Vojtkotsky plcked Ug
back1o-back hits in the third inning ¢
gve CC on early 20 lead. Rogowskl oxo
cuted B sulaide squeeze bunt to porfed
tion in 1he Hifth that scared Broaks 10 wvﬁ
1ho team 8 30 advantoge.

he Falcons {17-14) picked up mnw
Jone un in the botiom of the fifth vmcn
sophomore Jeff Fischer's sacrifice lly
scored junior Andy Brown.

CONCERT SERIES
followed by

JOE VISION ||

CONCERT

Starts at 7:00 PM

Featuring

Robert Bradley’s Blackwater Surprise

JOE VISION

Begins at 8:00 PM

STANLEY CUP FINALS ¢« GAME #3

SATURDAY, JUNE

RED WINGS VS. HURRICANES

DOORS OPEN AT 7:00 PM

Gel your tickets at Joo Louit Arena Box Office, alt ticketmaster Ticket Conters including Marshall
Ficld's and Harmony House locations, Hockeylown Authentics in Troy, or‘by cailing

313-396-7575
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