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Birmingham Unified claims 1st boys state crown

BY MAIITY BUDNEI!

. Birmmghnm Unified's boys
lacrosse squad made history Sat-
tirday afternoon,

. The Bulldogs defeated Birm-
{ngham Brother Rice, 11-10, at
the Bloomficld Hills Cranbrook
Kingswood oval in front of
targe crowd to claim the Class A
swtc championship.

. It is not anly the first state
title for the Birmingham Unified
boys Incrosse team, but also
marks the first state champi-
annhlp for a public schuul bnued
team in the Michi

LACROSSE

defending state champions, qual-
ified for the finals with n victory

When I started this program in
1990 I had visions of us reaching
this level, I've pictured holding
that state championship trophy
up a thousand times in my mind
over the past 13 years.

“To see that happen is really
amnzing. I'm really happy for all
these guys,” he said. “There were
high expectations this season
and it waa just an awesome end-
ing”

Lacrosse Associntion's top divi-

Birmingham split with arch
rival Brother Rice in their two

sion since it began sy ing
state tournaments back in 1980,
- “This was our third time play-
ing at that oval (in a state title
ame) and, in our previous two
lames, we walked away os run-
pers-up,” said Birmingham Uni-
fied conch Aoron Frank. “This
yenr we walked away with the
trophy and that was terrific.

< “This is something I've
@‘]rcnmed about for a long time.

previous this senson.
The Bulldcge defented the War-
riors in a regular-senson game,
but the Warriors later rebound-
ed to defeat Birmingham for the
prestigious Midwest Lacrasse
Association crown in Ohio.

They were the state’s top two
teams all season and were des-
tined to reet in the MSLA
championship game,

Brother Rice, the two-time

over 1d Hllln Crnnhmk
3. Top "

hnm Unified udvnncud to the
championship match with a tri-
umph over Novi.

Birmingham threatened to
make the state championship
game n rout, taking a 5-1 lead
after the opening 12 minutes, an
8-1 halftime lcad and a 10-2
advantage after three quarters.

The Warriors, however, staged
an eight-goal fourth-quartoer
rally - many of them with a man
advantage - to make the finnl
ueore respectable,

“When we beat (Birmingham)
for the Midwest title, we were
able to control the tempo of the
game and we played good
defense againat them,” said
Brother Rice conch Rob
Ambrose, whose team finished
with a 20-4 overall record, “We
knew (coming into the state title
gamo) they'd be looking for
revenge and we knew it would be
n tough game for us.

“We lct this game get away

SPORTS ROUNDUP

OCC SPONSORS HOOP CAMP
« The Oakland Community Col-
loge women’s basketball team
twill have a basketball camp for
)uds in the third through cighth
trades 6-8 p.m. Monday, June
17, through Thursday, June 20,
ut the Highlund Lakes Campus.
‘The cost of the camp is $40 per
person. Each camper will receive

~~ a.T-ghirt for attending the camp,

which will be run by OCC
women's head coach Marv Allen
and nsasistant coach Christine
Nordstrom.

For more ipformation or to
receive an entry form eall (248)
942-3179 or (248) 942-3170.
C'VILLE VOLLEYBALL CAMPS
-+ »Livonia Clarenceville coach
Alisha Love is offering two ses-
sions of summer volleybanll
enmps for incoming grades 5-12
from 9 a.m. to noon, Monday
through Friday, June 17-21, at

. Clarenceville (cost $50); and July

15-19, at Beechwoods in South-
field {cast $90).

*Clarenceville will alse be
hosting a high school volleyball
league for girls in incoming
grades 9-12 the week of June 24
through Aug. 4 (with an addi-

tional playoff weck).

The cost is $250 per team
{eight players per team).

For more information on cither
the camps or the lengue, call
(248) 872-8926.

FHHA REQISTERING PLAYERS

Farmington Hills Hockey
Associntion is accepting registra-
tions for new players for the
2002-2003 fall/winter season.
Registration forms are available
at the information desk nt Furm-
ington Hills Ice Arena on Eight
Mile Road. For more information
cnll (248) 478-8193.
SCHOOLCRAFT HOOP CAMP

Schoolcraft conch Carlos Brig-
ge and assistant Steve Norgrove
will conduct a beys basketball
instructional camp for boys in
incoming grades 1-12 from 9
n.m, to 1 p.m., Monday through
Friday, Aug. 5-9, at the school’s
gym. The cast is $126 per per-
son.

For more information, call
(734) 462-4400, Ext. 5264.
STINGRAY SWIM SIGNUP

The Farmington Family
YMCA Stingray swim team is
registering swimmers for its
summer long course season, a

competitive swim program that
runs threugh Thursday, Aug. 1.

Team participation is open to
anyone between the ages of 6
and 18, Participants are
required to be a YMCA member.

Depending on ability, partici-
pants will awim either at the
YMCA or local high school pools.
After June 12, swimmers in the
two higher-level groups will
swim at an outdoor 50-moter
poal.

For more information, call
Cathy Warnick at (248) 663-
0276 between the hours of 9 n.m.
and 8 p.m.

CHAMBER GOLF OUTING

The 2002 Chamber Golf' Clas-
sic, sponsored by the Farming-
ton/Farmington Hills Chamber
of Commerce, will be Wednes-
day, June 19, at the Links of
Novi.

The fee is $160 per golfer or
$45 for dinner only. Registration
is at 8 a.m. with a shotgun start
atSam.

Checks should be payable to
F/FH Chamber of Commerce and
mailed to 30903-B West 10 Mile
Rd., Farmington Hills, M}
45336 Call (248) 474-3440.

‘OVER 275 VARIETIES!

Boxwoods
Bushes
Trees
Evergreens
Annuals
Geraniums
Perennials

$699 '
m Great shade plant.

Mon.-Sat. 9-5:30, Sun. 10-5

734453'21 26 We help your garden grow.

51225 Ann Arbor Rd.

NUBSERY

PLYMOUTH

(2 miles W. of Beck Rd., S. of M-14)

from us, Wo got on a roll in the
second half, but it was a little bit
too late,” he anid, “But Birming-
ham is o good team with a lot of
seniors and thoy deserved to
win.”

Senior Adam Kadro, the
game's offensive most valuable
player, led Birmingham with
four gonls and three assists.
Ryan Connory and Kevin
Demorest cach scored twice and
Branden Moore, Jim Constan-
tine and Poaul Trahan netted one

goal npicce,

Birmingham goalie Ryan
Demorest made 14 saves and
was named the game's defonsive
most valuable player.

“There were two keys for us,”
said Frank, whose team's 23 vic-
tories ticd a record for most wing
in one scason by a Michigan
Scholastic Lacrosse Association
team.

“Ryan Demorest was unbeliov-
able, Rice had some good oppor-
tunities and some point-blank

shots that Ryan had no busmefm
atopping - and he did. P]ur
Adam Kadro was the qunrtew
back of our offense and he reaty
set the pace for us. He played
with tremendous choracter, =

“Brother Rice ia o good tenm
and a team like that is not gmrg
to quit,” he gaid. *“Thoy fought for
48 minutes and got into @
rhythym. Fortunately, the cloﬁ
was one our side.”

And so is the 2002 state chnm-
pionship trophy.
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