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Last week, the board of regents picked Mary
Suoe Coleman to be the 13th (and first womaon)
president of the University of Michigan. A
nationally ranked biochemist and cancer
rescarcher, Dr. Coleman had been president of
the University of Jowa.

+ Tho atory of thn ucnrch is mntrucuve The
; b visory it

,leo. chnircd by Grnduntu Schuu] Dean Earl
‘Lewu. which included faculty, staff, d

OTI-IER OPINIONS

U-M’s selection of Coleman
icase study in search process

tional responsibility to find the best possible
president for the U-M, the regents both times
picked insiders with whom they had direct famil-
iarity; Duderstadt was the sitting provest of the
university, whilo Bollinger had been the long-
time dean of the law school.

Many worried that if tho courts continued to
interpret the Open Mectings Act strictly, pubhc
universities in Michigan would be

and alumni. Working
confidentially, the com-
mittee winnowed a list
of around 200 names
down to less than 10,
many already sitting
presidents of other uni-
veraities, Thia list was
presented to the regents,
who met behind closed
doors with their advi-
sors,

The regents then
made their own back-
ground checks, privately
calling around to get the
skinny on the various
cnndldnu:s Still working in sccret, the regents
:interviewed Dr. Coleman twice. They eonsulted
mong themaclves about Dr. Coleman’s creden-
itials and record in office, evaluating it against
‘the needs of the University of Michigan. A sub-
‘committee finally flew to lowa City, where they
unanimously offered her the job, She accepted
immedintely and was warmly greeted by the uni-
versity community

Sounds like the seorch proceeded in a aane,
senaible and cffective way.

It was not always thus. I served on the board of
regents during the searches that resulted in the
‘appointments ns president of Jomes Duderstadt
and Lee Bollinger. During both searches, the
fegents were sued by various newspapers for
alleged vielotions of the Michi Open Meeti
Act, which appeared to require that whatever the
regents did in picking o new president be done in
public.

The lost time around, an Ann Arbor judge even
‘vrdered regents not to make telephonce calls to
check out candidates, not to consult in private
with the advisory committee or ench other, not to
nterview various condidntes.

Because the court erdered both searches to pro-
ceed in public, no — not onel — sitting president
was willing to let their name go forward on the
short list. Presidents I talked with during both
searches told me they would be thrilled to be con-
sidered for the U-M presidency, one of the prime
jobs in higher education. But they all said they
would decline to let their name go forward for
fear of crecting troubles with their present uni-
versitica.

Phll Power

~_ Mamstrung from carrying out their constitu-

d in ing with private umvcr-
sities for high quatlity talent to run the show.
Eventually, in 1989, the Michigan Supreme
Court ruled that the Opeh Mectings Act did not
apply to university bonrds making presidential
searches. Since then, both Euatern Michigan
University and the U-M have chesen new presi-
dents essentinlly in secret.

Some knee jerk ideologues — many running cdi-
torial pages in Michigan newspapers — are still

Some knee ferk Ideofogues ~ many
running editorial pages In Michigan
newspapers - are still grousing about
the court’s decislon, They continue to
argue that the public has a ‘right’ to
Inspect all detalis of presidentlial
searches ...

grousing about the court’s decision, They contin-
ue to argue that the public has a “right” to
inspect all detaila of presidential scarches and
that if university beards can't identify and
recruit good candidntes under those conditions
it's their own fault,

Dr. Coleman, for one, offers evidence to the
contrary. Ii di after her sel was
announced, she said that she would have not
allowed her name to be considered for tho job if
the search had been in public. Regent David
Branden told me that the U-M search *will be 2
case study about how to do a good search process.
We picked n great president. We had available
an incredibly talented pool of sitting presidents,
We protected the integrity of our university and
the confidentiality of thase who werc interested.”

It scems to me the evidence is conclusive. The
Supreme Court made the right choice back in
1998. Public universities in Michigan - not to
mention kids, families, alumni and the entire
state — are better off now that boards edn earry
out sane, sensible and effective searches for lead-
crehip talent.

Phil Power is the Chairman of the Board
of the company !hul‘ owns this newspaper.
He would be d to get your r to
this column either at (734) 953.2206 or at

ppower@ho<<File: phpcol-613-president

searches>> mecomm.net,
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SELLING OUT PRESENT STOCK

upstaiNrs
downstadrs
AT HOME

Open 10 ‘til 5:30,
‘til 8:00 on Monday
and Thursday, Sunday
from 1:00 to 5:00

Fine Quality Furniture, Rugs, Gifts & Accessories

LOCATED IN BIRMINGHAM AT
275 East Maple Road ¢ 248-647-9711

Great $4 Million

Furniture Dis
Remodeling

Use Cash, Check, Visa, Mastercard or Financing Available
We Must Make Room
For The Contractors To Work
SELLING OUT PRESENT MERCHANDISE

osal
ale

PINE DROP LEAF

NU‘BUC“‘CHMR & OTTOMAN
#1899

Sand color Nu-Buck leather chair
ond otfoman fealures was-hard tie
springa and soft cushions

PARIS BED
1299

Hand carved agathis wood queen
bed.

DINING TABLE

799

Fratures drop ends and tio
leaves. Excellent versatility.

LEATHER PANEL BED

*1349 .

Beautifil Italian ded,
Queen and Xing avoilable.

FLIP TABLE KITCHEN
TABLE

599

White table that doubles in size.

Louts XVI COMPUTER
ARMOIRE

1099

Beech wIpull drawer and outlets.

SPECIAL ORDERS INCLUDED

5 I'm inl muurnilx:g. A
woman I never knew,

Sue Mason but whose words fueled

the imagination of n 10-year-old, dicd last week.

Mildred Wirt Benson's peasing was duly noted
in obituaries around the werld. Tributes flooded
into an Internet Web site devoted to her.

Long before Gloria Steinem and the women's
liberation movement, Benson was inspiring girls
to think outside the box as the author of 23 of the
ariginal Nancy Drew mystery stories. The teen-
aged sleuth and her pals Bess Mervin and
George Fayne (for the uneducnted, George was a
girl, too} solved one mystery after nnother, begin-
ning in the 1930s.

George wan the tom boy. “It was her desire to
be a8 boyish leoking ns she could, and carried out
her name as much as she dared.” (The Acssage in
the Hollow Qak)

Bess, George’s cousin, was “pretty, lady-like
and sedate. She took pride in her person and
gave particular care to her luxurious locks.” (The
Message in the Hollow Oak)

Nency ... well ... she had everything right. In
Benson'’s own words, she was “good looking and
enjoyed great personal freedom. She never lost
an athletic contest and was far smarter thon
adults with whom she nssociated.” And her
leisure time “was apent living dangerously.”

“She avoided ail houschold tasks,” Benson
wrote in her essay, The Ghost of Ladora (she was
from Ladora, Iowa), “and indeed, might rate as a
pioncer of Women's Lib."

For me, Nancy was everything I wanted to be.

Athletic ... I never enught a baseball in my
under-age-12 years which meant I never made it
out of the outfield during neighborhood scrub
baseball games. I wna destined to shag fly balls
inperpetuum for the older kids.

Smarter than adults .., I thought I was pretty
clever changing a C to a B on my report card in
firat grade, but my parcents spotted it right away.
Could it have been the fact that I used a peneil?

Living dangerously ... Does getting stuck with
Orville Miller in a recently excavated basement
in a new subdivision count? The danger was
dodging the spanking and only getting grounded
for a week,

Avoided all houschold tasks ... Nope, Had to
wait until [ was an adult and hire a cleaning lady
to beat that rap.

Great personal freedom ... Don't think so. And
let’s face it. In this day and age, even as a promi-
nent attorney, Carson Drew probably would be
brought up on child endangerment chorges for
allowing an underoged minor to roam the streets.

Benson was a ghostwriter for the Stratemeyer
Syndicate. Its founder and owner, Edward
Stratemeyer came up with the idea for the Naney
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with the inspiration
to think outside box

Drew series and provided Benson with the stary
line. Benson, as author Carolyn Keene, fleshed
out plot and characters.

Stratemeyer was “bitterly disappointed® with
her first manuscript. He thought Noncy was too
flip and that the book wouldn't be well-received.

But what did he know ... he's a guy. The first
three books were 1mmcdmtc successes and over a
38-yeor period, the series was printed in 17 lon-
guages and had sales of more than 30 million
copies.

1 spent many a hot summer afternoon with my
friends, savoring every word Benson had written.
River Heights was my neighborhood. Bess and

rge were my friends. At age 10, I couldn't live
the life of Nancy Drew, but I could dream. Nancy
Drew became the print version of a dream [ had
and all my friends had. We wanted to drive n Lit-
tle roadster like hers and explore new worlds.

I've never gotten my roadster ~ my dream car
was n Mercedes 280 SL two-setter I happened to
sce from o DSR bus window on the way to Wayne
State — but I did explore new worlds — the grand
tour of Europe on less than $5 a day ~ average.

My friends and I tried to emulate Benson by
writing our own stories, I credit her with my love
of reading — mysteries, of course, and a good Tom
Clancy thriller = and my love of writing. Having
attended four different schools in seven years
{including three high schools, and no, my father
wasn't in the military), writing became the way I
avercame my shyness.

1 also credit Benson with my collection of vin-
tage Noncy Drew books. It's a mixed bag. About
hnlf are the original versions, while the remain-
der are the 1960s versions I read. I bought them
with the idea of rereading them, but never did,

My interest in them was picked last month
when I read the first three of the Harry Potter
books. I was struck by how much they reminded
me of my Nancy Drew mysteries. I'm gothering
up the Potter books for my 7-year-old who'd
rather be playing than reading in hopes they will
onc day kindle a love of reading.

My Nancy Brew books, on the other hand, are
for my avid kindergarten reader. I don't think
she'll need them to be encouraged to think out-
side the box. At age 5, she's already Mlattened the
bax and is on her way to making her own version.

Benson's passing, now is a good time to revisit
my childhood pleasures, It would be a fitting trib-
ute to a2 woman who had such a profound influ-
ence on so many girls. And maybe some woman
will come along and ereate a Pulitzer Prize for
inspiration and give it Benson. She surely
deserves it. -

Sue Mazon is the Presentation Editor for
The Obaerver Newspapers. You can e-mail
her at smason@oc.homecomm.net
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on a
federally insured
5 Year CD?
We don't think so.

Take a look at all of our

dificate of Depe

vit rates below.

Then stop in or call and find out how casy itis (o join
Telcom Credit Union
and purchase one of our Greatl Rate (CDs.,

12 Months
24 Months
36 Months
48 Months
60 Months

$500 minimum Invesiment. Rates as of June 6, 2002.
Deposits insuranced up to $100,000 per member by the
NCUA, an agency of the federal government.

3.80% APY
" 4.10% APY
4.50% APY
5.00% APY
5.50% APY

"Minemum $25.000, makimum $100.000. New money only. Must bave EFT direcl depoait and
An active cheching account. All rales subject to change wilthout netice At any lime.
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