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BY TUREEOLBAGS

BPECIAL WRITERS If you go

‘ “Our guests would like to try

'onmu garden tea,” our gracious :n’::e’k-“ Stroet Guest

hostens said to hor daughter. ar,
int and ybb.org

Land O’ Goshen

4Bring in some
spearmint.”

~ Without a word the young gir]
Tound some acissors and headed
out the front door. Minutes later
the ThreeOlBags sat down to a
wonderful cup of freshly browed
9garden ten.” Our chance to visit

B Dick Lehman, potter -
www.Dickl.ehman.com

M The Blue Gate Restaurant
- www.rlegsecker.com

8 The Old Bag Factory -

the tidy home of this h
Amish family was the highlight
of our two-day trip to Amish
country in northern Indiana.

: Our adventure began on Fri-
duy morning when we drove the
ahort four hours from Detroit
and arrived at Market Streat
Guest House in Nappance, Ind.
It's a beautiful historic home on
the main atreet in town. We
found our accommodations
online, and were very happy
with our choice, and our charm-
ing innkeepor, Sharon Bon-
trager, She made us feel instant-
ly welcome, and gave us plenty
of information about the Amish.
- Much to our surprise, the
fiorse-and-buggy Amish are only
part of the story in northern
Indiana. We learned there are
actunlly three different sects
represented in “Amish” country,
There are Mennonites, Hut-
terites, and of course, Amish. In

WWW, y.com

M Spoclal Events Calendar:
www.backroads.org

July 24 - Three-day Flea
Market

Aug. 2-3 ~ Habitat for
Humanity Benefit Auction

Aug. 9-11 - Amishland and
Lakes Bicycle Tour

Sept. 21~ Honeyville Quilt
Auction

Oct, 11-12 ~ Fall Crafter's
falr

Nov. 1-2 ~ Hollday
Collection

addition, within each sect there

are differences in beliefs which

create a wide variety of hvmg
dards within the

ty.
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At work: Dick Lehman is the master potter at Old Bag
Factory in Goshen, Ind.

At Buntrnger’s asuggestion, we
took the Heritage Trail Driving
Tour while listening to a CD sho
loaned us. The CD explained the
history of the area, and intercest-
ing spots as we drove through
Elkhart, Middlebury, Shipshe-
wana, Goshen and Nappanee. It
takes nbout three hours, if you
don’t stop anywhere nlong tho
way; of course, that was not part
of our plan.

First stop

We found all roads load to
Goshen, the center of Amish
country, Our first stop was tho
Old Bag Factory. With a name
like that, how could ThreeOl-
Bogs resist? Formerly a paper
bag factory, the building has
been transformed into n apecial-
ty mall with 19 shops and a café.

Potter Dick Lehman showed
us how he made his wares on an
old pottery wheel. He deftly
sculpted wet clay while we chat-
ted and soon produced an origi-
nal stoneware bowl. Although
most of his wheel-thrown
stoneware and porcelain is sold
locally, he accepts orders from
out-of-towners. Lehman also
pointed us toward other interest-
ing activ in the arca and
shared his knowledge of Amish
culture, One important etiquette
tip we learned is to ask permia-
sion before taking pictures of the
Amigh.

Just across the trolley tracks
from The Old Bag Factory is a
restored 1837 log cabin perched
on n hill. This is the home of
Quilt Designs, owned and oper-
ated by Dave and Shirley A.
Shenk. Shirley designs one-of-a-
kind quilts, and then hires local
Amish and Mennonite women to
do the hand quilting. Shenk is
one of the top five quilt designers
in the country. It's definitely
worth a stop to view her exqui-
site form of fabric art.

Qur first stop on Saturdoy was
Borkholder Dutch Village in
Nappanee. It claims to be the
“nation’s largest antigues, col-
lectibles and crafts mall.” Each
booth conteins hand-crafted
items mode by area residents.

Pets are family.

DON'T GIVE
YOUR DOG
HEARTWORM
MEDICINE FOR
SIX MONTHS.

At Independence Animal Hospital, our patients
have their own ways of thanking us for the care
we give them. They may not understand the
significant investment we've made in the latest
veterinary equipment, or the extra hours of-
training each of us goes through every year,
but we know they appreciate the results. Even
though they don't say it in so many words.
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Sashabaw and Waldon » (248) 620-2900
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Get away for a relaxing weekend in Indiana’s Amish country

Lodging: The Market Street Bed and Breakfast in Napance, Ind. is in a beautiful

historic home with a warm and welcoming atmosphere.

We apoke with one woman from
Hazel Park, Mich, who said, *I
come here about every two years,
‘There are things here you cannot
find anywhero else. It's the best
craft mall I have ever seen.”

Museum

We drove on to Shipshewann
and found the Menno-haf, a
Mennonite-Amish Visitors Cen-
ter. Whethér you are a history
bufl or just curious about lenn-
ing the beginnings of the Men-
nonite and Amish people, this is
the place to start. The tastefully
done muscum traces their
church history back to the Refor-
mation,

“Follow the trail of a people
searching for peace” is the theme

the Mennonites in 16937 The
tour tokes a little over an hour
to complete, and is well worth
the $5 donation.

We highly recommend the
Blue Gate Restaurant in Ship-
shewana for the best Amish cui-
sine ot a rensonable price. At
only $12.95 per person we found
it to be a bargain. The family
atyle dinner concludes with a
hearty portion of fresh baked
fruit pie.

Our two-hour visit with in the
home of an Amish family gave us
a chance to learn that our cul-
turea are more alike thon differ-
ent. Even though their choice of
transportation and dress may
seem foreign to us, the Amish
lmld dear the same family valuea

of their multi-image .

1 by most A

tion. Here you will find answers
to questions like: Why do the
Amish drive horse and buggics
instead of cars? What caused
the Amish to break away from

The family we visited wns
friendly and very much like our
own families. Tecnugers were
popping in and out, leaving with
gym bags packed for a slcepover.

Young boys enjoyed themselves
behind the wheel of a smalt lawn
tractor.

‘We began our visit a bit nerv-
ous that we might say or do
something offensive to these peo-
ple. We thought they lived with-
in strange and restrictive bound-
aries. But, we left laughing at
ourselves for being 50 presump-
tuous and deeply touched to
have had the opportunity to
share a little time with new
friends.

We asked our hosts if it was
polite to wave at the buggies
that pass by. They looked at
cach other knowingly, and then
the husband replied, “Smiles are
universally understood.”

ThrecOlBags are three creative ™

Garden City women ~ Sandra
Campbell, Sharon Hegwood, and
Linda Sparkman, wha collabo-
rate on travel pieces. You can
visit them at wiww.threeolbogs,
com

- REMODELING -

SELLING OUT PRESENT STOCK |

upstaiNs

downstars

Open 10 ‘til 5:30,
‘til 8:00 on Monday
and Thursday, Sunday
from 1:00 to 5:00

i, Riigs Gifts & Acoessorias |

LOCATED ]N BIRMINGHAM AT
275 East Maple Road ¢ 248-647-9711

Great $4 Million

Furniture Dis
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a:Masiercard or Einancing Available

We Must Make Room
For The Contractors To Work
SELLING OUT PRESENT MERCHANDISE
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&'{ Sand color Nu-Buch leather chair |4z
| and ottoman featusres waz-hard tie | §

apringy and soff cushions

Bfulm/ul Halian bed.
Queen and King available.

{ ] leovea Excellent versotility.

me DROP LEAF
Dm'ma TABLE

799

Fratures drop ends a)

Louis XVI COMPUTER
ARMOIRE

41099

Beech wipull drower and outlets. |




