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County has equipment ready for emergencies -

BY PAUL R. PACE
STAFF WRITER
" ppacoBor.hamecomm.net

‘What if a disnster happened in
Farmington Hills and police or
fire officials couldn't get to you

...and your family until two days?

7' You'd have to know how to

*.take care of yourself and your

. family.

" That's the point behind Mayor
Noney Bates’ launch of the city's
Locnl Preparedness Committee
that is meeting monthly to come
up with a plan to organize the
community’s resources in casc
an emergency cripples the city.

But much of the plan is getting
the word out to residents nbout
the group’s goals, snid committee
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members.

Farmington Hills is part of
Qakland County, and the county
is engineering its own local pre-
paredness and emergency action
plan.

But that group will not be the
first to respond to an emergency
or disaster, said Michael Sturm,
administrator for Oakland Coun-
ty Emergency Response and Pre-
parcdness Unit.

Sturm spoke at the Hills pre-
paredness committee mecting
Monday to discuss the county's
plan to help cities, villages and
townships when disnster strikes,

“Qurs is in a support mode,” he
said. “We don’t have the first
responder level,”

He pointed out the county's
bounty of equipment when it
comes to emergency action.

The county plans to have two
hazardous treatment vehiclos
ond in the near future two more,
« Sheriffs Department mobile
command conter, two Sherlff’s
helicopters and a mobilo decon-
tamination trailer where up to
300 peaple can be treated in one

our,
It also has 600 bio-chemical

emergencics.

To help neighboring communi-
ties, many fire departments have
created consortiums and mutual
aid agreements in the past yoar.

The county is also working
with outreach programs, like
enlisting the aid of large compa-
nies whose resources might come
into play in case of need.

Working with hospitals, the
national and state guqrd and

suits, 110 Goiger counters and
training programa for disaster
preparedness.

He pointed out the county is
helping amalier communities
that do not have the equipment
or meney to properly prepare for
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Let Joc's prepare your party trays!

FRUFLTRAYS - Atfrvetively arnenged Large Stracberries, Sweet Cantaloupe, Honesdew &
Watermelon, Frexh Pineapple with a 16 ox. bowl of our Special Dip.
CHEESE TRAYS - Delicioun bite size pirces of Super Sharp Cheddar, Pepperonl Cheese, Havarth, Co- N
dack & Muenter Cheese woith a Cherxe Spread In the center of the tray.

YEGETABLETRAYS - An array of Crinp Veg

that include €

&

broceoli F
Carrot & Celery Stichs, fed Radikes & Cherry Tomatoes with a 16 oz bowl of Ranch Siyle Dip.

Prices Good Through June 12, 2002

Joe's Produce

W. Seven Mile

e Livonia, MI 48152
com (248) 477-4333
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other g suc!
as ronds and afrports is also part
of tho plan,

“The koy to our success is com-
munication, coordination and
cooperation,” Sturm said,

“We've made strides, but wo
got a hell of lat of waya to go
yet,” he said.

Among other discusaion by
committee members was a con-
cern for what residents expect in
caso disaster strikes.

Committes momber Don

Millington, who serves as presi-
dent of his homeowners associa-
tion, the Historic Halsted area,
said the neighbors he hna talked
with just aesume the fire or
police department will como to
the rescue,

Alr support: The Oakland County Sheriff’s Department

offers communities support in crisis, with emergency
equipment like this helicopter.

“I gaked them, ‘What if the
cops can’t get to you until two
daya?,” he said.

“It got us thinking about what
we can do to utilize ourselves,
how we could put dewn a plan
for our association.”

Member Ken Masscy, who is
also president of the Council of
Homeownera Associations, said
having neighborhood associa-
tions already in place is a great

resource to tic o community
together about a plan.

That plan could include help-
ing people with special issues
such as those who spenk another
langunge and those who are dia-
abled.

The group also plans to put
together topics for shows for
local cable broadcast.

‘The committee will meet ngain
on July 10.
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Preserve Your Assets WITHOUT

Purchasing Long Term Care Insurance

There are federal laws that may enable you to avoid paying thousands of
dollars in nursing home costs.
The government WILL NOT notify you of your eligibility!

Ask yourself..,

1. Has Long Term Care become too expensive?
2. Have you failed to qualify?

3. Are you concerned about mai;
independence?

If you answer “Yes” to any of these questions, this conld ‘
be the MOST IMPORTANT information of your life!

P g your fi

Attend This FREE Seminar:
Tuesday, June 11, 2002 at 11:00 a.m.

At Sandtraps On 5 Restaurant, Livonia
(Lunch to be provided)

Call Now

Toll Free (800) 601-0723
Seats are FREE but Limited

“Research indicates that the likelihood that you will need some type of long-term
care over the course of your life is greater than 50 percest.
1 “Before You Buy: A Gulide 10 Long-Term Care Insurance.™ AART, Washingion, D.C. Octoder 197

Presented by

United Senior Alliance

Estate Planners, CPA's, Attorneys
Over 20 Years of Experience

Office in Livonia

Producer of “Senior Money Talk” Radio Show
Affiliate of “Magic Monecy” Radio Show

All Attendees will receive FREE o
A copy of our Senior Money Talk Radio Show ¢
& an Asset Preservation Packet




