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House candidates urged

to take high

Politics are, like God's infinite mercy, a
last resort. - P.J. O'Rourke

We always expect our editerial pages to
sizzle a little bit during clection season. But
what’s been happening over the past few
weeks has left us wondering whether the
atate of political rhetoric in Farmington
and Farmington Hills is headed toward
some kind of super-nova.

There’s nothing wrong with strident
arguments. We apprecinte vigarous, issues-
oriented debate. We respect the right of
every citizen to free speech, so we edit spar-
ingly and try to publish as many letters as
we can, space allowing. We also encourage
people to be responsible in exercising free
speech.

So jt's probably time for us to say this
again: C'mon, folks, Let's be civil.

In the Republican primary for the House
District 37 sent, we have three candidates,
each of swhom is well known in the commu-
nity. When the Farmington Area Republi-
can Club announced its endorsement of
Valerie Knol, we weren't surprised. Knol is
active in the club, which hos been quite
clear that it intends to endorse people who
best represent inembers’ interests. '

Isn’t that the point of & partisan endorse-
ment?

Candidate Terry Sever participated in
the process, even though he probably knew
he wasn't going to get the club'’s nod. Can-
didate John Akouri chose not to, because hie
had concerns over the potential biases that
he felt weren't addressed.

When Knol's endorsement was
announced, Akouri supporters blasted
FARC for what they believed was o rigged
process. They claimed certain facts that we
now have reason to believe weren't true,
such as the number of club members pres-

ground

ent for the interviews (10, not five) and
whether Knol recused herself from the
endorsement pracess {ehe was out of the
building while the voting went on),

Reasonable people can disagree. But this
battle is clearly becoming something other
than reasonable. It's getting ugly.

Though on the same side, Akouri and
Knol are clearly political enemies. We hope
that's not news to anybody. Sever, if he's
smart, will just stand back and watch what
happens, That's how Jesse Ventura went
fram being a professional wmstler and talk
show host to g of

IT'S AN EARLY,
‘FATHER'S DAY”
GIFT!

FLAG DAY 2002

THIS NEVER
GOES VT OF
FASHION!

Well, prcuy much.

The point is, this kind of campaigning
only divides, And that's not what our cam-
munities really need.

Formington nnd Farmington Hills need
public officials who can work in harmony
even with their most strident political oppo-
nents, who can set aside personal differ-
ences and treat enc another with respect.
Our cities deserve representation from peo-
ple who can focus their attention on the
issues, rather than who did what to whom
and why.

It doesn’t matter, really, who wins which
endorsements, There are almost 100,000
people in this political district and not one
political organization or lobbying group
represents cven a majority.

What matters is the face that greets you
at your door, the person who introduces
himself or herself and says, “I want to rep-
resent you, and here's what I believe.”
What matters is how those candidates and
the peaple on their side present themselves
publicly, in the news media and on the
street. We hope that vaters pay close atten-
tion to thase things.

And that the candidates do ns well.

Parents, students should

come clean about party

As Farmington Hills police continue
their investigation into a house party
gone very wrong, disturbing information
has come to light not only about what
was, but what might have been.

Not widely publicized is the fact that a
young girl was locked in a bedroom
upstairs when a small group of kids
trashed and set fire to the lower level of
the Trillium Drive home, Had no one
found her, had the fire raged out of con-
trol, we'd have seen a tragedy far worse
than the $1 million loss of materinl
goods.

Although that'a certainly bad enough.

We understand that only a small group
stayed behind and caused the demage.
But aimost 100 kids got drunk at this
party.

That's whot disturbs us most.

All those kids drank to the point of
impairment. They risked their lives with-
out even knowing it, risked the possibili-
ty of losing consciousness when fire wag
set to the home.

Isn’t that cause for concern in an nfflu-
ent and educated community? Isn't that
cnuse for concern in ANY community?

Somewhere along the line, something
went terribly wrong. It's time for every-
one to come forward, come clean and
start talking about what’s going on with
our kids. It's time for parents to start
asking tough questions about who their
children are with and what they're doing.

If we don't, sooner or luter, we will be
asking painful and difficult questions -
like “Why here?”

Take time to reflect on
our flag’s meaning Friday

Our nntion has come a long wny from
the simple beginnings of the U.S. Flag
and Betsy Ross, It has become a national
symbol of pride and a call to patriotic fer-
vor, marked this week on Friday as n
national holiday. And no where was that
more evident than during those frantic
days following our horrific national
tragedy.

It was then that rescue workers, bat-
tling to save people from the Pentagon
where terrorists had crashed a plane,
killing atl in it, unfurled Old Glory over
the edge of the building.

Once again, there was nothing old
about our flag.

Call it nationalism, if you will. But the
events of Sept. 11, 2001 did serve to call
attention to that national symbol and
whnt it represents, namely, that we are
one nation and, together, we will defend
our right to be a whale and sovereign
nation,

Many of us may have known victims of
the dive bomb crashes ot the Pentagon
ard the World Trade Center, or the plane
crash in Pennsylvania. That, however,
was no criterion for mourning the loss of
those souls, the loss of an innocence born
out of having whnt we once thought were
secure borders.

Not since the memorable raising of our
flng over Iwo Jima in World War II, have
we been s0 moved, so determined. Now
few of those who fought beyond our bor-
dors are left to remember.

Our flag, whether standing tall outside
a building, or waving simply from the
porch of n house, is a way to keep those
memories alive.

The way to help with that effort is to
take a moment Friday to honor our flag,
from Canton to Oxford, with a salute or
Jjust a pause to reflect.

It ia a tradition rooted in the 18008 The
idea of n day celebrating our flag can be
traced back to 1886 in Fredonin, Wia.,
where a schoolteacher by the name of BJ
Cigrand had his students observe June
14 as the flag's birthday.

In 1914, Sccretary of the Interior
Franklin K. Lane gave a Flag Day
address. As a culmination to the
groundswell of support, President
Woodrow Wilson established Flag Day on
May 30, 1916. But it wasn't until Aug. 3,
1949, that President Harry Truman des-
ignated June 14 as National Flag Day.

Started by children and their teacher,
it is approprinte for todny's children to
reflect on the meaning behind the flag,
and to bring their lessons home to par-
ents and siblings.

Some would have us do more. The
National Flag Day Foundation hopes
we'll all stop at 7 p.m. Friday for the 23rd
annual pause for the Pledge of Allegiance
to the Flag.

May we all be fiag bearers in spirit, if
not in actunlity. And may our flag contin-
ue av the standard for the liberty and
Justice we gn treasure.

M Surprised by untruths

Imagine my surprise as | read your
Guest Opinion last Thursday. I can
excuse those signers who were not
actually present at aur meeting, but for
the two board members who were pres-
ent, there is no excuse for signing a
document riddled with untruths.

For your benefit and that of the read-
ers, let me present the facts. Our
endorsement committee congists of 10
people, who present a recommendation
to the Board of Directors, which consiat
of 24 people, The chair of the Endorse-
ment Committee picks his/her mem-
bers (the board and offigers do not
know who is on the committee) so that
people are not unduly “pressured” by
any one camp of supporters.

Ms. Knol wns not present at tlw

and I never on
my support of her until after the deci-
sion by the Board had alrendy been
announced. I also abstained from the
vote.

Perhaps the signers of the Guest.

. Opinion are not aware that Mr, Akouri

« + tried to influcnce the process and when

he was not succeasful in doing so decid-
ed not to come before the committee for

an interview. You cannot endorse

someone who decided to sit it out.
Furthermore, I have personally bcen

a part of many

endorsement comiittee invited all the
Republican candidntes for the State
Representative office. Mr. Akouri was
invited and after meeting with the
Chairman of the Endorsement Com-
mittee, said he would get back to him
after apeaking with his committee. He
never responded to the invitation to
appear for an interview with the com-
mitteo. The other two candidates did
and were subsequently intervicwed.
‘What troubles me the most is that
two of the signers, Mr. Aon and Dr.
Kalado who are members of the Exccu-
tive Board and played a part in t.he

LR

the Blind, .
I am not a liar, nor am I unaccom-
plished. 1 am committed to Farmmgmn

and Farmington Hills and refuse to
allow our community to be represented
by someone who dees not know us at
all or who would accept the support of
a lowbrow character assassin.

This race or state representative is
not about who can best curry favor
with the party cstablishment. Our
community does not want a represen-
tative who is more in tune with the
Lansing elite than they are with folks
Iwmg right here in town, Since the -~

of this ign [ have been

endorsement procedure app!

the Board, would insist that Mr.
Akouri would be given another oppor-
tunity to appear in spite of rejecting
the ﬁrnt mvmmon.

talking about issues — about cutting
taxes, finding ways to make prescrip-
tion drugs more affordable, rebuilding
our mnds. strengthening our business

a8 not
ain:e i!. would be unfnir to the candi-
dates that followed the procedure. It
was clear that Mr, Akouri felt it unnec-
essary to attend this interview, Accus-
ing the Farmington Aren Republicans
Club of favoritism is not only inaccu-
rate, but also unfair.

As for the charge of President Joli-
cocur manipulating the vote, I take
this aa an insult to the integrity of the
members of the club.

The last item I would like to clear up
is that Ms. Knol took part in the vote
on this end: . Wrongl She was

tees and I know of no organizations
that “poll” their members, Not the
UAW, MEA, the various Chambers 1
belong to ar any other political organi-
zation. The committee and the Board of
Directors of any organization is z rep- ,
resentative sample of the group, just as
we are a representative government,

Last, but not lenst, I personally met
with Mr, Akouri three times last year
to discuss his run for office. I am also
the City Director for the Republican
Party for Farmington Hills, One of my
duties is to encourage people to run for
elected office, In all of my conversa-
tions with Mr. Akouri, including one in
late December of 2001, he claimed only
to be interested in running for the
State Senate,

I supported him in his bid for State
Scnate and recruited Valerie Knol to
run for the State House because I
believe she best represents the views of
the people. In terms of carly support
and people knowing my views, then I
guess that would have precluded Mr.
Akouri from our endorsement as well,

not present when the vote was taken,
She was notified to appear after the
vote.

The signers of the letter nre well
known to me, and I find it out of char-
acter for them to lend their name ton
document without getting all the facts.
That action makes me wonder if they
took the opportunity to fairly judge the
action of the Farmington Area Republi-
can Club.

1 agree and aupport diverae opinions,
however, I cannot abide with faulty
information,

Ben Marks, Board Member
; Area Republi

mulung our schools more
le and b :

sense values bocek to our government,
These are not Democrat or Republi-
can issues. | didn't get these ideas from
politica) party chieftains in Lansing. I-
cultivated about them right here in
Farmington and Farmington Hills.
I appreciate and thank my friends
for standing behind me in this cam- |
paign and for voicing their support in
a letter to the editor two weeks ago. In -
attacking me, the author of last week' s
letter also nttacked these well-regard-
ed community leaders, :
1 also thank my general election *
opponent Aldo Vagnozzi for calling me ©
lnst week to express his disgust at that |
vicious and unfair letter. The author's :
radical voice does not representthe
best of the Republican Party, but the
worst. .
In fact, he doean't represent the '
party at all but spews his venom from
the platform of a local club that is not
even an arm or extension of the state
or national party. He does not now nor
aver will speak on behalf of my party.
The author and his candidate of
choice don't know Farmington and
Fnrmmgu:n Hilla - if thoy did they

Far P

Club
Farmington Hills

W Akourl responds

Like all of you, I was deeply offended
by the letter that appeared in last
weck's Observer that so vchemently
ntu:ckcd my chnmctcr In our town,
we're dtoad kind of

right? If every leader in thia
ty who supports a candidate had to
“recuse” themselves, not a lot would
get done in an clection season.

T have not in any way tried te influ-
ence the decision of the committee, but
I certainly stand behind my full sup-
pert of Valerie Knol,

Llnda M. Jolicoeur, Pnliden!
Area R

Far D

Club

M Setting record
stralght

After reading the letter that
appenred in the Observer on Thursday,
May 26, ] am compelled to set the
record straight on the incorrect infor-
mation that appeared in the letter
alluding to the action taken by the
Farmington Area Republican Club,

First, let mo be clear that this letter
is not an indictment on any of the can-
didates that are mentioned in the let-
ter but is directed to the signers of that
letter that appeared on the aforemen-
tioned date.

‘The true facts are as fq!lnws; tho

political discourse, We don't deal in the
currency of personal attacks and party
politics. Wo talk about issucs and expe-
rience, about plans for our citics, about
honest representation, commitment
and service,

I'd prefer to ignore that letter from
last week, but Tcan't. I can't ignore it
because my [riends live here, beeause
my mom and dad live in my neighbor-
hood, because I attend church down
the street on Sundays. This is my
home, and I will not sit idly by while &
utrnngcr does his best to destroy the
most valuable thing I own — my reputa-
tion,

You know me and you know the work
that 1 have done for this community,
1've taught classes at the Longacra
House; I went on to become its presi-
dent, For ten years 1 hosted a televi-
sion show on local cable, bringing our
towns' issues into our family rooms, I
worked for our community in Washing-
ton D.C. ar Press Secretary for our
Congressman, Joe Knollenberg.

1 served on our Zoning Board of

would d that we don't toler- |
ate unfounded, distasteful attacks. !

I invite all residents of Farmington
and Farmington Hills to ensure that |
those kind of palitical tactica are '
roundly defeated on Aug. 8, '

1 also ask‘our cities’ elected officiala -
and ndmnnmrnlnrs to Jnin ugin our 2

b to

the rcuhtms of Jerry Springer-like np—
resentation in Lanaing,

John Akouri

Former Press Secretary to

Congressman Joe Knollenberg,

and Candidate for the

Michigan House of

Representatives

Share your opinions
We welcome your letters to the edltor.
Please Includo your name, address and
phone number for verification. We ask
that your letters be 400 words or less.
We may edit for clarity, space and
content. .

Mall:

Letters to the Editor
Joni Hubred
Farmington Observer
33411 Grand River
Farmington, M| 48338

BTSN

Appeals, making tough d
affect our community. I volunteer my
time for the Miss Farmington Scholar-
ship competition and Leader Dogs for

E-Mall:

Isiona that  Jhubred@oe, b net
Fax: -
2484779722




