Simple things would
address state deficit

\ The stote hud;,u'. situation is worse than you
cnn possibly imagine.

A ding to the latest esti by the Sennte
chnl Agoncy, and nssuming spending stays at
the current level, Michigan’s generel fund budget
w:ll be mere thnn $1 billion in the red for the fis-
H cal year that begins Oct.
P 1, 2003, while the achool
aid fund will be $200
million in deficit for the
same period. And, of
course, Lansing has yet
to finish work getting
the budget bal d for
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tion? Sure, but college tuition rates are sure to go
up. Slash the Department of Corrections budget
for prisona? Fine idea, but the system that ware-
housed 18,000 inmntes in 1982 has 48,000 todny,
and you can't just dump them out in the street,

‘Wherever you look, the situation is dlre ’i‘huee
who are for tha {i gly
honor of leading our state are staying as far
away from the subject ns they can.

Lt. Gov. Dick Posthumus, who saw the situa-
tion develop on his watch, wants to talk about
how nice the weather is. Attorney General Jen-
nifer Grunholm is talking about how much she
dislil :

the current fiscal year.
Dominated by a coali-
tion of cut-the-budget.
and-damn-the-conse-
quences lawmakers and
gun  shy politicnl
carcorists running for
higher office, the Legisln-
ture hos no clue what to
do, The Engler administration, having used up
all the little accounting tricks and pots of money,
was reduced last week to proposing a 26-cent tax
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incrense on cigareites; this got exactly eight

votes on the Senate floor.

' And the candidates for governor, who will have

to face a billion.dollar budget problem the

moment they take office, are by and large spend-

ing a lot of effort not talking about the problem.
Any category you mention, it looks bad. Really

bad.

Ronds. Federal highway funds are down and
the interest payments on the bonds that paid for
the Build Michigan program are going to start
soon. If nothing is done, state spending on fixing
our admittedly bad roads will be slnshed from $2
billion to $1 billion, and next winter you're going
to sce staged photo ops with politicinns standing
waist deep in pot holes.

Mecdicaid, There are 100,000 more people on
Medicnid than there were 18 monlhs ago, a con-

of the rates

to doctors and hospitals don't cover their costs; as
n result, lots are refusing to accept Medicaid
pnucmu There is plenty of fmud in the syatem,
lly in south but it’s hard

to catch. A federal entitlement, the Medicaid pro-
gram is in financial nnd managerial chaos, but
it's never going to go away.

Medicaid money comes out of the general fund.
Where are you going to find $1 billion in a $10
billion fund that has already been stretched out
of shape? Cut appropriations for higher educa-

while former governor
Jim Blunchnrd is (alkmg about his experience

You're a grand old flag,

You're a high flying flag,

Hugh Gallagher For ever in peace may
ou wave

You're the emblem of the land 1 love

Home of the free and the brave

George M. Cohan

‘When my sons were in high school they knew a
kid, They called him Flag Boy.

His car was painted Red, thm and Blue ond was
festooned with flags. Ho wore Nags whcrevur he
went.

It was hard to say whether ho did this w attract

(which, for the record, includes his decision to
increase the state income tax when we faced o
recession in his first term). David Bonior, to his
credit, is saying the situation is serious.

The only candidate { cen find who is prepared
to deliver detailed straight talk about the budget
is State Sen. Joe Schwarz, who wowed 'em a cou-
ple weeks ago at the Mackinae Island

as he wna the classic *loner,” or whether he

Keep our grand oid
flag flying as |
symbol of freedom
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racial drama. Some Southern whites claim with open
faced sincerity that the flag as vsed in several South-
ern states is o reminder of their ancestry, a tribute to
their heritage.

Southern blacks point out that heritage includes
slavery and that the Stars and Bars only began
appearing on state flags with the beginning of the
modern civil rights movement in the late 19505, They -
also paint out that many openly racist groups havas
used the flag as o symbol of their resistance to tml“
rights for years.

To radicals of the 19603 and ‘70s the American flag
was a symbol for what lhey perecived as American -
imperialism, racial injustice and a war they didn’t
support. Burning that flog was less nn act of anti-

511!1 it because of some deep and patriot-
ism,

It wns n gaudy disploy but not disrespectfu). But
you could lock at it from completely different per-
spectives. You could see it na n pure expression of
national pride or ns a tongue-in-cheek parody of that
same patriotism. Flng Boy wouldn't sny.

“With the cuts we've made this year and the cuts
we're making for next year and with the carly
retirement for state employees, we are in the pro-

it isn't easy to rend what people are
snying when they fly the flag.

Fridny is Flag Day, a duy to take special pride in
dlsp!nymg the Stars and Stripes. The day was first
in 1885 on the 108th anniversary of the

ces of eviscerating state gov " eays
Schwarz, a physician.

*All the pots of moncy and necounting gim-
micks are gone, and people who think we don't
have to find some revenue to fix the problem are
cither eating funny mushrooms er amuking
something itlegal,” Schwarz adds.

Schwarz wants to delay for two years both thc
scheduled .1 percent rollback in the Single Busi-
ness Tax (gets $110 million per year) and the .1
percent reduced rate in the state income tax
(gets around $100 mitlion per year),

“By doing a couple of simple things thot are
casy to do, we can get through the rest of this
year and next without drastic cuts and start con-
fronting the $1 billion deficit for 2004.”

He's right, The Citizens Rescarch Council
report validates it. People who have been study-
ing state finances for years know it. Those legis-
lators who are neither clueless nor running for
higher office know it. And nil the candidates for
governor knuw it.

Too bad most of ‘em are completely unwilling
to face facts,

Phil Power is the Chairman of the Board
of the company that owns this nuvaupcr.
He would be pl d to get your -
this column cither at (134} 953-2206 or at

‘ppower@homecomm.net.
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adoption of the Stars and Stripes ns the flag design
in 1777 by the Continental Congress. This yenr
marks the 225th anniversary of the Stars and Stripes
0s the national flog.

Since the horrible events of Sept. 11, we've experi-
cnced a wave of flagmania, Stores couldn’t stock
enough and flng makers couldn't print or sew enough
because everyone wanted to show their colors. Some
wanted to show national unity and o love for a coun-
try under attack. Some Arab-Americans in addition
to real feclings of patriotism nlso wanted to raise o
fag nsg sell ion against self laimed super-
patriots.

We've gone through several heated arguments
about flag burning. Politicinns looking for a cheap
and quick way to win favor hove sponsared bills to
amend the Conatitution to outlaw flag burning. Civil
libertarians have hawled that any uuch urdmuncc.
law or d is an I attack on
free speech,

Veterans are especinlly sensitive about the ﬂng
They've seen their comrader die or be maimed in
defense of their country, of their flag. Any attack an
the flag is an attack on them and their memorics.
Their Nlag isn't just about country, it's about personal
sacrifice, Flags stir emotions.

They have o power that transcends their original
meaning. The battle flag of the Confederacy, the
Stars ond Bars, is a lightning rod in our ongoing

than an act of defiance ngainst a govern-
ment that in their view was violating American ide-
als. As disrespectful, obnoxious and shortsighted ns
flag burning is, some of the worst desecrations of the
flag are by those who claim to honor it. Commercial
intereats are alwoys attaching the flag to their prod- |
ucts, everything from halter tops to beer cans, that |
only inault the flag’s meaning. Busincsses and homes
iy the flag in all kinds of weather; their flags are
often tattered and dirty, treated with indifference.

The American flag is o beautiful sight waving in a
breeze against a deep blue sky, It does not represent
the current administration, the pitting Congress, the |
capitalist economic system or any sct of narrow ideas ,
sbout America. .

1t does represent the unity of the 50 states under o,
written Censtitution and Bill of Rights. It represents
o long and rometimes blaody history of trying to
expand and defend the principles of that Constitu-
tion. It represents the freedom to disagree, the free-
dom to speak out, the freedom to hold contrary opin-
ions because someday those contrary opinions may
become accepted truth. It represents speaking truth
to power without fear of reprisal.

It represents not only those brave men and women
who gaove their lives on a battle field but nlso those -
who proclaimed their opposition to slavery, those -
who stood up for their rights as workers to organize, '
those who proclaimed that women were the equnl of
men and shauld have the right to vote and thase who
marched agoinst the lic of separate but equal.

1t is and always should be a flag of freedom, not a
flng of oppression.

For all those reasons it i a grand old flag.

Hugh Gallagher ix the managing editor of the *
Qbzerver Newspapers. He can be reached by
phone at (734)953-2149, by e-mail at hgal. :
lugher@oe.homecomim.net of by fax at ( 734)591- B
7279, :

bet you can aféord b Som, you've ot %
Protiem CaR 1 B30 770 T77 for conhdertal heip. ' u



