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Hanging baskets add color, interest

Hnn ging baskets of bright flow.
ers can add interest and color
to many patios and gardens,

¢ Whether it s filled with pur-
plu Iantana gracing an old-time

GARDEN poreh, ivy
SPOT

lamppost ar
shepherd’s
hook, orn
lTovely pink
fuchsin sus-
pended from
atree
branch,
hanging
planters are
always a
focal point.
Centain-
L-rs for hanging baskets can bo
most anything you wish to use;
they all need drainage holes,
Wire, plastic, redwood, clay,
wicker, an old iron kettle are all
candidates.
' Hangers need to be necurely
fi d to hald the

{MARTY FIGLEY

product: The Plant Station in
Birmingham, Lucas Nursery &
Landseapo Inc. in Canton, Clyde
Smith & Son Greenhouse in West-
land, and Wojo's in Ortonville,

After midseason, especially
with large baskets, if foliage
starta to yellow, feed every two
weeks with a water-soluble
product. Wire basket forma need
to be lined with coir or moss.

Luster Leaf products now
have compressed long fiber
sphagnum moss that ia great for
containers, Visit www.luster-
leaf.com for a store near you,
Mose retains 20 times its weight
in water for a long time 5o the
plants need leas care,

For trailing plants, cut slits at
varying levels in the sides of the
liner and fill the basket with soil
mix to just below the level of the
lowest cut. Moisten the root ball
of the chosen plant, squeeze it
gently to form a sausage shape
and carefully push it through
the slit. Add additional soil to
lho next slit, ete. Top the basket

securely. You won't want all your
ptanning and hard work to fall
to the ground and be destroyed
Jjust because of its weight! It's .
surprising how much weight
water can add.

Use eare when removing the
plants from their pots. Place the
crown between your middle and
index fingers, tip up the pot and
strike the basa with the heel of your

1 80il and plants
(o fill the top of the container.

Choices

‘The fun begins when you
choose plants to use for this
project. Be aware that some
flowers like shade, others prefer
sun. Some are trailing, others
upright; there are many choices.

As you stroll through the
nursery and see the flowers up
close and p 1, let your

other hand. Gently pull th t
er off the root ball, This will assure
that the roots aren't damaged.

Potting soil

Use a good potting soil for
your plants, Many have slow-
release fertilizer pellets in them.

An excellent one is Pro-Mix
Hanging Basket & Planter Mix.
It contains water-absorbing
cr)stuls that relense stored
‘water to the roots when they
need it; consequently you'll need
to water about half as much,
Fertilizer granules will need to
be added.

Lightly moisten the mix with
just enovgh water to make it
loose and fluffy and fill the con-
tainer one-third full. Place onc
‘plant in the center and several
around it, leaving 4 to 6 inches
‘between plnntu
+ Settle the mix around the
plants with water, and then gen-
‘tiy presa tho plants in position.
Don't compact the tiny air spaces,

The following stores carry

imagination run rampant.

Perhaps you'll want a riot of
color. Bright, bold colors are all
the rage now. Maybe one special
plant will be your cheice, Choose
the color that you like best,
match the ahutters of your house
or door, or plant something that
contrasta well with “your colors”
for a striking display. Perhaps
the flowers in several hanging
containera could be the same
color. A patriotic theme of red,
white and blue is a happy and
appe ropriate combination.

The Farmington Garden Club’s
Garden Watk will take place 10
n.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, June 22,
rain or shine.

The walk will feature six of
Farmington and Farmington
Hills' most picturesque gardens,
including the garden at Warner
Mansion, Tickets are $7 and can
be bought at Steinkopf's Nursery,
20815 Farmington Road.

On the day of the walk, tickets
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Farmington Garden Club sets-
garden walk June 22

will be sold at the Heritage l’mk‘
Visitars Center, on Farmingtow
Road between 10 and 11 Milel
Refreshments will be served and;
a limited number of one-of-
kind, handerafted dragonfiy gor-,
den omaments will be for sale, .2

Through arrangement with jte

aponsor, Steinkop(’s Nursery, lhu
club will be selling this year®
“hot™ new and ponulnr erennlnL~
at a discounted patron’s price.

~

KITCHEN REFACING H
FREE ESTIMATES

HARDY PLANT SOCIETY

Hardy Plant Society
“Garden Resources” class, to bv:
held ot the Bowers School Farm
in the one-story red and white
classroom building en Agri-
science Drive on the north side of
Square Loke Road, the third
rond west of Adams Road,
Bloamfield Hills, from 7-10 p.m.
Thursday, June 13. Fee $10. To
register, mail check mede out to
the society to 323 East Lovell
Drive, Troy, 18085-1521. All prof-
its go to the Bowers School
Farm.

S.E.M BROMELIAD SOCIETY

The S.E.M. Bromeliad Society
mects at the Klosterman home
in West Bloomficld at 2 p.m. Sat-
urday, June 15, Gearge Kloster-
man will demonstrate “Ideas and
Techniques for Mounting Air
Plants."

Plants will be available for pur-

Check out the many products
available for watering the con-
tainers. You'll find systems that
npply water directly to the con-
tainer through individual tubes.
Dmmm water wands are

ower di are
an easy way to add some pizzazz
to landscapes. They don't require
a lot of time; the flowers should
be deadheaded on a regular
basis to keep them blooming.

If possible, act the newly
planted beauties in a slightly
shady place for a day or 6o as
they settle in to their new grow-

. ing medium,

Watering

e and supply @ gentle
spray of water withaut disturb-
ing the soil.

A clever trick is to use an inex-
pensive sponge. Cut small ones
in half, larger ones in quarters.
Soak them well and lny them on
top of the soil. You can also pour
water directly on the spongeas.

I hope you enjoy your crentions.

Marty Figley is an udvanced .
master gardencr based in Birn-
ingham. You can leave her a

Sy
Beautiful Bells: Million Bells, Calibrachoa, is a beauti-
ful plant for a hanging basket. Flower colors are pink,
purple, yellow, reddish orange, white and blue.

mussage by dialing (73.40) 95,
2047 on a touch-tone phon
fax number in (248) G4-4-1314.

With this coupon ® Expires

_r___

'I'he Second
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$ 125 (e |
o

Door Wull Gluu
Standard 6? size (34"x76")

‘Insvlated Glass
Patio Door Glass

-
I 15% off |
| Sliding Door Wall |

11 Scroon Replacement
‘With this coupon * Expires 6-30-02

____..___........l | DO il g cifphus iy

"GLASS

N . Glass Breaks...your trust in us won't.

CAI.I. 1.800.755.7964

. for the location nearest you:

.248.377.4044
..248.543.4046
.734.459.6440
.313.292.6310
.248.476.0730
.734.261.9050
.248.353.1500
248.528.0900

chase. For information, call (248)
661-4060.
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SERVICE * QUAUTY ¢ VALUE
Do it yourself « We can help
*Fresh annuals, perennials,

trees & shrubs

sLandscape design and
construction
*Elegant brick pavers
+*Unique water features
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PLUMBING Tirs

Here bs a low-consumption
1oilen that doesn’t sacrifice
performance! TOTO, the
world's largest manufactarer of
tollcts, offers a full line of great
flushing toilets. These high
performance tollets feature:

 Inclustries laggest trapwvay
+ 3" Nuchvalve vaostandard 27,
* Sjphon et in the botton of the bow | to remove waste bast.

There are nany models 1o chioose Irom.
Building or remodeling hnsist on the best,
TOTO toilets. Rated Consumers Digest best
buy! For more information and a free guide
on selecting the right toflet, call

ACVERTISEMENT

HIGH PERFORMANCE TOILET
DELIVERS A MIGHTY FLUSH!

Advance Plumbing Supply Company at 248-
669-7474 or visit us it
www.advancel plumbln;, Com.

OT0" 1.6 GPT+
Ulteaman Tollet with SoftClose Seat.

Iefirey Mow i
i vise-provident of
Advanie Plumbing
Supphy ¢
i Walled Lat,
Call £Nin, S

Vu ke K
Walled Lake, Ml JX!"(I

www advanceplumbing.com |
niresar




