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About 30 customors of the
Tree House for Earth's Children
in Farmington brought picket
signs Monday evening to a
peaceful protest in support of the
henlth food store.

" Tha protest was held outside
Farmington City Hall during the
time the planning commission
met Monday, though the issue
wasn't on the agenda.

The store is owned and operat-
ed by Susan, Christine and Her-
man Meinke.

<This is the second year The
Tree House owners have argued
to keop their cinder block
-planters in the parking lot of
their health food store on
‘ Mooney Street.

The issue escalated from ini-
tial discussions at the Farming-

-ton Planning Commission last
year.

Farmington City Attorney
John Donohue said Tuesday no

A ceremony to install a new
American flag and flagpole will
be held at 5:30 p.m. Friday —
‘Flag Day — at Shiawassee Park.

The lighted flag will be located
just north of the playscape.

_“It will be on the road side, not
the river side,” said Bill
Richards, assistant Farmington
city manager.

date has been set for the court
case, which is now in Ookland
County Circuit Court, and no
briefs have been filed

City Mannger Frank Lauhoff
had only one comment about the
protest: “That's their right.”

David Trombley, the Meinke's
attorney, couldn’t be renched for
comment,

Safe or a hazard?

The city mnintains the planter
boxes {ustened together by rebar
rods aren't safe.

. The owners soy they are beau-
tiful, safe and provide food for
the deli inside their store,

They also produce cnough food
to give away, according to Susan
Meinke.

Her daughter, Christine
Meinke said the planters do not
represent a safety, health or
blight issue. There isn't a code to
support the city’s complaint, she
said,

Christine Meinke pointed out
information contained in a book,

"“Cinder Block Gurdens” by L

A. Gillespie, which she fuund at
Borders Book store. Gillespie, a
Southern woman, uses the same -
cinder block plantor design,
threc blocks high, as !hn
Meinkes.

“Pcople are p]ammn them
around the United States,”
Christine Meinke said. “The
book came out a year after we
put them in.”

The crticle pointed ‘vut the
casc disabled people have in gur~
dening at that height.

“It you are not abla to hend ‘

over very much or are in a wheel .

chair, a bed three blocks (24 .

inches) or four blocks (32 inches)
high is a comfortable helght,”
Gillespie wrote.

“Heighta over 18 inches you
will need to add cxtra stability
so the bricks atay in place. Use a
rebar stake down through the
blocks or have the blocks
mortared togethor.”

During the protest Dan
Karam, a Royal Oak resident,
who used to be in the natural
foods busi played his drum
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Tree House advocates: Lizzy Oliver; Cyntlua Nowicki,
: George Gemmer and John Litle were in a group of at

: least 35 who carried protest signs.

City dedicates new

After the Sept,A11 tragedy in
New York City{ the playscape
committoo felt an impetus to
have a flag in the park, he said.

The public is welcome to
attend the ceremony. The date
selected scemed preferable over
the Fourth of July because many
people are out of town on that
dny, he said.

as a demonstrative statement.

“I'm interested in supporting
people who are atanding up
against bad luws, Karam said.

He said he is a Green Party
candidnte for the State Houso.

Christine Tarnoweckyj, a
Farmington Hills.resident, 'was
among the picketers, -

“I love them,” she gaid of the
Meinkes, “They helped me get
healthy, They are great } heal
Everything is organic there.
They spend time with you. They
spend a lot of time volunteering
for feativals and stuff. There
isn't anyone they wouldn't help.
They are a great fmmly oriented
business.”

A customer for seven years,
she reccived acupressure. *1
barely could walk at one point
and with severn] treatments 1
was nble to walk wnlhout using
meds.”

flag pole

‘The flag flew over the Cnplml

ers, |

Acupressure is like acupunc-
ture but hard pressure is
applied, she said.

*They can look in your cyes
and tell you what's wrong with-
out you saying a thing,” she said.

Living the name
Others came from outside the

"lts time the city lived up to
its name — Farmington'— the

- city of farms,” said John Litle, a

Detroiter and a Green Party sup-
porter. He snid he ran for

Exhibit comes to Bench ¥

A phota exhibit of the works of
Kurl Overheul will come to the
Benchmark on Grand River in

_Farmington ot 6 p.m. Friday,

June 14,
The exhibit’s subject matter

Congress on the Libertarian
party ticket in 1980.

~The Tree House is truly pro-
moting Mother Nature,” Litle
said. “The Tree House is on the
cutting edge for educating chil-
dren. We call it ‘edutainment,’
educating children in an enter-
taining way. In some ways, it's
the best kept seeret. ™

He held a “Stay Natural in
Farmington” sign.

Detroiter Chris Scanlan held a
“War Agninst Greed™ sign. He
knew little about the Meinke's

will include recent tandscapes of
the Yellowstone, the Teton and
San Juan mountain ranges along
with scenes from the dunes and
trails of the Great Lakes.

Karl Overheul is an experi-

knew it's gone on
He called the &

Herman'’s intel!

said. *It's invaluab)
Susan Meinke 2

band, Herman, rex

tomer, she said
Christine also”

sages at festival

school parties.

enced outdoorsmay.
photographer who
last ycar recordinj
tas and intimate:

of America's mmt
places.

Richards said. C:
Knollenberg (R- Bloomfiold Ihlla)
will present it to the Farmirngton
Elks and the city,

Other officiala, including
Farmington Mayor Jim Mitchell,
will be present.

--by Sue Buck
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§ Fistures, Lamps, Ceiling Fans, Mitors, Art Wark,

Clocks for Every Decor

Ceiling Fan Quality .
and Innovation for
Over 100 Years.

“Get Ready for
Summer” Fan Sale.
Emerson offers the widest array of celling
v fans-qnd accessories to malch any decor.
ew fans, exclusive finishes, and
unique light fixtures, and nearly unlimited
combinations and cholces will have yon'
going round and round trying to decide.

Starting at 35670 15 ‘
10 Days Only -

WNor, Tues., Wed., Sat. #:30-8:00
Thurs, Fd. rm

Sale Lasts
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JAKE’S

CLE

Right now, save 25%-6

*Savings Off ornal paces of SeHCied Mmeschande,

Dad’s big day is almost here.

MEN’S CASUAL
SPORTSWEAR

SEMI-ANNUA

RANCE

0% on a great selection -

throughout the store.

NOW IN PROGRESS!

Jacobsons.com
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