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Baseball from page D1

“We had our one and two go
Saturday,” Sontag said. “We felt
we needed a fresh arm. He's liko
our third (pitcher),

“But we went 13-1 in our
league, and we did it with three
pitchers, All three were roady,
but Ely wns obviously the one
today.”

The Hnawks (28-7) had just
two singles off Ely, who faced
two batters more than the mini.
mum. Danny Doig hit enfely in
the firat, but Harrison didn’t
have another hit until Andy
Wingert in the eighth. Both were
erased on ferecouts.

“It didn't seem like his pitches
had much velocity, but the ball
was moving and we couldn't -hit
it,” Harrison coach John Her-
rington said of Ely’s pitching.

Herrington downplayed the
effect of a strong wind blowing in
from center field.

“I don't think it was too much
of a factor, because we hit mostly
ground balls,” he said, “We did-
n't hit any balls to the outfield
that they Iind to mnke plays on.

“We had been hitting the ball
grent throughout the tourna-
ment, but wo didn't hit today.”

Rob Whipple started for Harri-
son and hnd a no-hitter through
three innings, but he struggled a
little by getting behind in the
count.

Herrington brought in Drew
Stanton after Whipple gave up
consccutive hits to start the
fourth. Stanton finished the
game, giving up threc more hits
and three walks while striking
out five,

“We struggle against a kid like
Stanton,” Sontng said. “He's the
hardest thrower we've seen all

yoar. We don’t see a guy like
that. Any opportunity we get
we're going to take it, and that
was it,”

That opportunity occurred in
the battom of the eighth, and the
Bears (30-8) capitalized on it to
win the game and advance to the
semifinnla Friday in Battle
Creck against Essexville-Garber.

Tyler Bondy hit a leadofl sin-
gle, and Ryan Sontag bunted
him to sccond; however, Stanton
overthrew frst base, putting
runners at second and third,

Stanton issued an intentional
pass to A.J. Eppler to load the
basces. After a strikeout, Ely hita
fiyball to short right field.

Harrison’s Mike Sacha make
the catch, but his throw to the
plate was up the third-base line
a bit; Bondy was able to slide in
enfely with the winning run.

“Obviously, we had a tough
time scoring runs all day,” Dave
Sontag sonid. “We looked at it as
an opportunity. It was a chance
wa had to take. I'd do it again.

“We took a chance earlier on a
flyball to left field and they
threw us out. We're a club that
likes to force the issue. We're not
a team that sits back and waits
to sce what happens.”

In the fourth, Jefferson had
runners ot second and third with
ane out. Richard Goltowski's fly-
ball to left was caught by Danny
Doig, who made a perfect throw
to catcher Bill Richeson for the
putout on Eppler,

Sacha fielded a hit by Ryan
Wagner in the fifth and threw to
second bnseman Nick Vitanis,
who relayed to shortstop Andy
Wingert for an out as Wagner
tried stretching it into a double.

Harrison third base-
man Joke Ghannam also
made some big defensive
plays early in the game.
He made long throws
across the dinmond for
outs and had five assists
in the first three innings.

“We played greot
defense,” Herrington
said, “We made a mis-
lnkc, but the bottom line
is we didn't score any
runs.

“We won six tourna-
ments and set a record
for wins. The four sen-
iors did a lot for the
baseball tradition. The
good thing is we have
eight or nine solid play-
ers coming back.”

Each team made two
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He's outta there: Harrison short-
stop Andy Wingert makes a
forceout on Jefferson’s Ryan
Wagner in the quarterfinal game
Tucsday.

crrors. With Ely holding
the line on the mound,
the Bears were steady
when they had to be,
“Defense and pitching
have been the hallmarks
of this squad all year,
and we did it again
today,” Sontag said,

Hawks top Irish in regional final:

BY DAN O'MI’ARA
STAFY WRITER
domearn@oc.homecomm.net

Conch Angelo Gust thought
three runs would give his Harper
Wooda Notre Dame baseball team
a fighting chance Soturday after-
noon against Farmingtan Harri-
son.

He knew Harrison pitcher Drew
Stanton wuull be tough to be beat,
which he was, but Gust didn't
count an the Hawks getting 16
hits off four Fighting Irish pitch-
ers,

That was more than enough to
give Harrison a 7-3 victory in a
Division II regional

o

Eye on the
ball: Harri-
son’s Drew
Stanton
fields a
bunt in
Tuesday'’s
quarterfi-
nal,
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final at Pontiac Notre Dame Prep
High School.

It was the first regional champi-
onship for the Hawks have since
1985. Harrison faced Monroe Jef-
ferson in a state quarterfinal game
Tuesday,

“We figured, if we could get
three runs off Stanton, we'd be in
the ballgame,” Gust said. “But,
unfortunntely, they got seven.

*In this game here, you can't
give up the big inning. They maxi.
mized their inning and we didn't.
With a guy like Stanton on the
mound, that neutralizes things.”

The inning to which Gust
referred was a three-run fourth,
which gave Harrison a 4-1 lead.

The Hawks started the decisive
rally with three straight singles by
Andy Wingert, Nick Vitanis and
Rob Whipple, who put down a per-
fect bunt to load the bases.

Greg Hocking followed with the
key hit of the game - a two-run
double - and Jake Ghannam
chased Notre Dame starter Mike
Horne with an RBI single.

“Their pitcher had us off bal-
ance,” Harrison coach John Her-
rington said. “1 was wondering
when we were going to break
loose. The big onc was Hocking'’s
hit. He battled up there and then
he doubled,”

Stanton, meanwhile, was out-
standing on the mound with the

exception of two innings, but he .

pitched out of bases-loaded jams in
the third and seventh.

The Irish got the tying run on
Danny Valente's saerifice fly in the
third, and Jamey Embree hit &
two-run single in the seventh
before the Hawks ended the game
with a deuble play.

Aside from those two innings, in
which Notre Dame had six of its
seven hits, Stanton was superb,
striking out 10 and walking two.

“I felt like I was struggling and
couldn't fine the strike zone some-
times,” Stanton eaid. “Other times
1 felt like I was untouchable; I was
up and down. I just needed to stay
focused and throw strikes.”

Harrison scored a run in the
first inning when Danny Doig dou-
bled, ndvanced on a base hit by
Stanten and scored on a single by
Kevin Zerbo.
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The Howks added three more in
the sixth to clinch the deal, Irish
reliever Steve Schwartz departed
after giving up a two-run double to
Zerbo with Doig (single) and Stan-
ton (double) on base.

The next Notre Dame pitcher
issued consecutive walks and was
quickly removed. The lnst one sur-
rendered an RBI groundout to Rob
Whipple before ending the inning.

Doig was 3-for-4; Ghannam,
Stanton, Zerbo, Whipple and
Hocking had two hits apicce. The
other hits were from Andy
Wingert and Nick Vitanis.

¢ good thing about this team
is that we can start a rally any-
where in the lineup,” Herrington
said, adding the Howks also play
good defense.

*The five, six, seven batters can
hit and move the ball. If you're
down onc and have the last part of
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the lineup coming up, usually
you're dead in the water. But it's
not like that.”

Embree, Mike Maltese and Mike
Melnyk had two hits each for
Notre Dame,

As well as Harrison has done in
baseball in recent years, it's imnge
as a football school supersedes
that success in the mind of others.

A holf dozen baseball players
were on the Harrigon football
team that wan a record 12th state
championship last fal).

Furthermore, the Hawks look
more physically mature than most
tenms, especially with 6-foot-4
Stanton pitching and hitting No, 3
in the order and 6-2 Zerbo batting
cleanup.

“Take a good look at them,”
Gust said. “Do they laok like o
bascball tenm? I asked No. 99
{Anthany Faletti) if he was a

end instead of & pmch-
)mler

“They're a Division | baliclub,”
They (ThL Michigan High Schoal |
Athletic Association) have no busi-”
ness dropping them to Division !I
in baseball.

“They won Diviaion I in football. «
Leave them in Division I and see’’
how they do. They played in Divi-t
sion 1 all year and now they're
pinying Division }H.” o

A reporter raised three fingers
to indicate the Hawks nctunllr
won Division 11 in football, but it
didn't matter; Gust was on a roll.

“There’s no complaints, no cry-
ing,” Gust added, "I've known-
John Herrington a long time. But.
they are a petty mature baliclub. 1
guess 1 have to feed my kldx
more.” .
Depending on the sport, Harri
son has always been cither Divi
sion 11 or 111 since the MHSAA'
assigned schools to divisions. .

While the Hawks have been.
Division 11 throughout the base- |
ball season, they did play virtually
all Division I schaels, including ;
every Western Lakes Activities
Associntion opponent.

HARRISON 10, AVONDALE 0: Rob Whip- |
ple piched o onehit shutout Saturday in @ -
regional semifing! game at Pnotiac Notre |
Dame Prep. Whipple struck out eight as -
Hammson mercicd Auburn Huls Avondate in -
stx innings. It was 20 until he sizth when |
the Howks scored eight runs, Andy Wingert, -
Hick Vitanis 0nd BIll Richeson had twa hits |
aplece. Whipple helped his cause with *
theee RBI, Hamison had po errors.
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Hosted by Red Wings
Associate Coach Barry Smith

on-ice instruction

Red Wings locker

August 11

Ages 7-14

Each Camper will receive the followin
@ One hour and fifteen minutes per day of

@ ~Chalk talk” in the Red Wings locker room
@ Official camp jersey
@ 5 x 7 picture in front of favorite

@ Goalies will receive special instruction
from Red Wings Goalie Coach Jim Bedard

And More...

Only

per camper
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-13 and August 14-16

. TO REGISTER YOUR CAMIPER BY PHONE,

.CALL 313-396-7575




