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‘An Everyday Savior’
shows some promise

N The novel, written by a former University of
Michigan Hopwood Award winner, tells the story
of Harley Cookson, a hard-working telephone
lineman, recently married to a beautiful Russian
immigrant named Sonia.

An Everyday Savior by
Kathryn Larrabee (Four Walls
Eight Windows, $24.95),
S

‘ou can't
judgen
baok by its

cover, On the
other hand,
maybe you can.

Maybe some of
them, anyway.

Mayhe this
ane,

The cover of
An Everyday
Savior fentures
a blurry image
of telephone poles and cables, a
blurrier image of trees Imncm.h
them, alf emerging from a blur of
mist. There isn’t much color to
be found. Gray is the order of the

dny,

The novel, written by n former
Umvcmlly of Michigan Hopwood
Award winner, tells the story of
llnrle 3 Couksnn a hard-working
recently mar-
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ricdton hcnuhl‘ul Russian immi-
grant named Sonin.

Hurley's 78-year-old mather
has broken her leg at the retire-
ment home where she lives and,
becnuse she cannot laok nfter
herself, is about to be placed in o
home for the aged, Consequent-
ly. Harley has decided to move
her into his own home. Sonin,
however, seems to have mixed
feelings about the move,

In the meantime, Harley (a
guy who seems a little fixated on
the past) hos a rather disturbing
encounter with his high school
sweetheart, Lynette. It involves
an cdgy, lost dog and some evi-
denee that Lynette may be suf-
fering physieal abuse at the
hands of her husband, Doug
Hale, a rather vague character
wha played high school fuotball
with Harley,

Sonia seems 1o have a sixth
sense about these things, and is
convinced Lynette is being

abused. Not only that, she's con-
vinced that Harley has to do
something to stop it. Harley, a
rather passive and indecisive
guy, has no proof, however, nnd
remains unclear as to what
action he could really take.

The plot thickens, though,
when he learns that Doug Hale
has died — in nn npparent ice
fishing accident.

And then it thickens once
again when suspicien begins to
swirl around Lynette. Was she,
indeed, abused? And, if so, did
she finally become 80 outraged
by the abuse that she turned on
her husband one last time,
killing him - or at Jeast, allowing
him to die — a particularly drend-
ful, icy death?

On the face of i it, this may
seem like the stuf! of which grip-
ping plots are made. Potentinl
conflict and tension are certainly
present, along with a promising
dollep of romance, and even a bit
of mystery.

Somchow, though, things
never quite pan aut or come to
life,

The book is highly descriptive
- s0 much so that Larrabec’s
propensity toward detail scems
to slow down the momentum of
the story, and leaves us to won-
der what purpose it serves, Why
do we need to know about an old
department store that is a
tourist attraction in this lakeside
community, for instance? And
why do we need to be told of the
old-fashioned change mokers
inside its doorg?

What is the purpose of provid-

ing us with so much information
on what these characters wear
so much of the time? Why is the
behavior of the little lost dog
dwelled upon at such length and
80 frequently? (Really, I think
most readers understand why
this dog ncts as it does rather
early on.) So much minutine not
only makes the novel sog, bot
gives it a “padded,” overlong feel
as well.

In additian, Harley's motiva-
tions particularly seem vague
and hard-to-understand at times
and lie often comes ncross ns
blurry as n ghost. Since he's the
lending man here, this confuses
things considerably. Sonia’s

. character also seems rather

superficially drawn as well, leav- |
ing us wanting to know much
more about her and her back-
ground.

Harley's mother, on the other
hand, is not anly well-drawn and
empathetic, but perhaps the
most memorable character in
this story.

She's clearly one of those prdi-
nary people facing the extraordi-
nary us she approaches the end
of her life. Maybe a story center-
ing araund her would have been
the more powerful story.

Muybe we'll see n stary like
that in the future. I hope so. In
fact, I think most readers would
look forward to mecting her once
again,

Victoria Diaz is a Livonia resi-
dent and writes about books, the-
ater and travel for the Observer
& Eccemtric Newspopers,

Powerfully written book looks
at ‘Master of th e Senate’

The Years of Lyndon Johnson:
Master of the Senate {Knopf,
1,167 pages, $35) by Robert A,
Caro.

BY RAY LOCKER
ASSOUIATED PRESS WINTER

If they remember Lyndon B,
Johnson at all, most Americans
kesow him as the bigger-than-life
president with an accent thicker
than east Texas crude and whose
liberal social programs got stuck
in the quagmire of Vietnam.

Johnsan, the 20th century'a
first Southern president, mon-
aged to get that far because he
spent the entire 19508 dominat-
ing a body of government that no
one had truly dominated in 100
years — the United States Sen-
ate,

In Master of the Senate, Robert
A. Caro presents the lon;: -await-
ed third valume in his epic biog-
raphy of the life and times of
Johnson. Care continues to mine
the rich vein he unenrthed in the
first two volumes, The Path to
Power and Means of Ascent, and
shows a politician completely nt
home in, and in control of, his
cnvironment,

The Senate, Johnson told an
aide, was “the right size” for
somenne whose strength came
from ene-on-one exchanges.

“The great reader of men,”
Curo writes, "would have to read
only a relatively small number of
texts. Furthermore, because of
the tonger senaterial terms,
those texts would not be con-
stantly chunging as they were in
the House. They could be
perused ut length, pored over;
studied and restudied. He would
have ample opportunity not only
to read his men, but to make use
of what he read in ideal condi-
tions,”

Johnson did, and he wasted
little time, Again, Caro shows
that Julinsen found the ultimate

M In Master of the
Senate, Robert A, Caro
presents the long-
awaited third volume in
his epic biography of
the life and times of
Johnson.

body once thought uncontrol-
able.

Care shows how Johnson
gained Russell's favor, often by
taking on chores Northern
Democrats abhorred, Johnson's
first speech an the Sennte floor
championed the Southern way of
Ilfe and stiff-armed civil rights

lation. Later, Joh main-

man to read. First, in The Path
to Power, hig patrons were Presi-
dent Franklin D, Roosevelt and
House Speaker Sam Rayburn,
two older and lonely men who
fell for Johnson's constant flat-
tery and attention. This time,
Johnson's mentor was Sen.
Richard Russell, the bachelor
senator from Georgin who
embraced Johnson and pushed
his rire as if it were his own.

Can-do man

“Lyndon Johnson,” Richard
Russell was to say, “was o ean-do
young man,” Caro writes. *The
master legisiator, the hles:

tained the support of Texas' oil
millionaires by sabotnging Fed-
eral Power Commissioner
Leland Olds' confirmation hear-
ings in a chilling displny of
attack politics.

A criticism of both The Path to
Porer and Means of Ascent was
that Caro may have understood
Johnson but that he also hated
hinu Master of the Senate, while
not a hagiography, shows John-
son in a hetter light, particularly.
as he cobbled together the 1957
civil rights bill that finally
passed the Senate,

Novigating his wny around
Northern liberals who wanted
th tom,huat bill possible, a

ident who want-

parlinmentarian, knew that
there was another master in the
Senate now.”

Before Caro gets to Russell, he
takes us through almost 100
pages on the history of the Sen-
ate, detailing the rhetaric battles
that preserved the Union in the
1840+ and the chumber's descent
into a club beholden to Gilded
Age plutoerats,

A less gifted writer would turn
this and the ather hooks within a
book here into drudgery. But fow
writers and researchers share
Caro's talents. To ench sentence,
he brings the sweeping kuuwl-
edge that other historians nnd
biographera can only dream of.
Cnro has studied power, knows
its effecta and its metamorphic
properties, and he expertly
shows how Jehnson used that
power to control a legislative

ed to take credit for something
and Southern Democrats who
wanted no bill at all, Johnson
pleaded, cajoled nnd bargained
his way to a victory no one saw
coming.

By the end, it mattered little if
Johnson ncluulh believed a civil
rights bill was good for the
nation. It was good for him, Caro
writes, and that made it worth
doing. In that respect, the John-
son of the first two volumea had
changed little, but he worked on
amuch larger stage.

With another exhaustive, pow-
crﬁx[ly written book, Caro hos
again captured the essence of
one of our most interesting presi-
dents, It's enough to make read-
ers enger for the finnl volume
nndd for them to hope they don't
have to wnit anether 12 years to
getit,

W E-mail photo and story ideas to
. kkaleski@oe.homecomm.net




