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Medunjanin Schoolcraft’s 5th Division I signee

BY BRAD EMONS
STAFF WITER
mcn-@w homecomm.net

It s been quite an odynsny l'or
hoolcraft Callege b basl

signed n National Letter of
Intent.

“The reason why T signed with
Schoolcraft was to go to a Divi-
sion I achoo),” said Medunjanin,
who ged nearly nine points

pluyer Emir Med whu
left war-torn Bosnin six years
ago ta come to the U.S.

On Wedneadny, the 6-foot-6
awingman realized a porsonal
drerm when he signed u Division
T scholarship to play at Sacram™en-
to State (Calif.), which is coming
off u 9-19 season and a 3-11
record in the Big Sky Conference.

Medunjonin, who turned down
several offers from Division 11
schools, has two years of eligibil-
ity left, He made nn official visit
to the Californin school on
Wednesday and immediately

and five rebounds for the 35-1

Ocelots, “There are only cight .

tenms in the conference (Big
Sky) and there's a good chance to
make the (NCAA) tournament.
“I fell in love with it, the cam-
pus, the weather, the people. It's
clean, it's a beautiful area, *
Medunjanin shot 64 percent
from the field, including 49 per-
cent from three-point range ns
Schoolcrafl (inished third in tho
NJCAA Division I tournament
Inst March in Hutchinson, Kan.
He averaged over 10 points per

game In four games in the
nationals, including a team-high
19 points in a quarterfinal victo-
ry over Itawamba (Miss,). He

also improved dofensively, nor-

mally guarding the opposing
teany's top scorer.
As a fresh Med

sald, “Coach (Briggs) gave meo
the biggest boost of my basket-
ball career, I learned a lot from
that man and I thank him a lot
along with conch (Steve) Nor-
grove, who worked me hord in
practice every day.”

Med in plana to ntudy

was a backup forward for the 32-
4 Ocelots, who made their first
appearance in achool history in
the NJCAA Tournzmont.

He came to Schooleraft after
making first-team All-Observer
at North Farmington whero he
played the centor position for
conch Tom Negoshian .

“It took me two years to adjust
to the porimeter game because I
played the five position {center)
in high school,” Medunjanin

German at Sacramento State,

Ironically, he spent four
months in Germany with an
uncle after leaving Bosnia with
his paronts, hia brother and
aunt.

Medunjanin first began to
learn the game at ago 14 when
ho played at a German sports
club.

“My mother played and my
brother also played some bas-
ketball in Germany,” said

Medunjanin, who eventunlly
wound up with relatives in
Michigan,

Medunjanin is the fifth Ocelot
player to sign with & Division I
program this year, Ho is joined
by Mike Willinms (Western
Michigan), Rulon Harria (Detroit
Mercy), Delvar Barrott (Ohio
University) and Westland John
Glenn's Yaku Moton-Spruill
{Canisiua),

* Sncramento Stato, conched by
Jerome Jonkins, has now four
recruits in the fold for the 2002-
03 season including 6-10 jumor
collego player Djibril Diop; 6-4
guard Jamool Pugh, a transfer
from Massachusetts; and
DeShawn Froeman, a guard
from Sacramento.
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Pltcher rellef: Mercy's
Megan Fediuk gets a post-
game massage on her
pitching arm from assis-
tant coach Nancy Mali-
nowski.

: Title from page C1

“Unfortunately, the one play at
second base hurt them, although
(Smalley) made an excellont
throw,” Falvo said. “If thuy had”
gotten the out there, it would .
have been a different game.

*“I think softball is always a
gamo of inches and mistakes. We _
try to keop ours to a minimum -
and try to force others to make
mistakes.”

Mercy had just threo players on
boge in their last three at-bats,
and nobody advanced beyond
first base.

But that wasn't really a prob. .
lem for the Marlins, not with
Fediuk on the mound,

Flushing had two runners
aboard with two outs in the first
inning, and Fediuk ended the
threat with a strikcout.

The Raiders got a runner 1o
second in the sixth and seventh,
but Fediuk got out of the inning
each time with a ground ball .
back to her and a strikeout. .

“I had confidonce in my team
today,” Fediuk said. “We knew, if
we came to play, we'd pull togeth.
er and, hopefully, win - and we.
did!”

“Megan has been our pitcher
for four years,” Falvo said. *It's®
no seeret the success of the pro
gram has parallel to Megan's
pitching. She's a bulldog; she
plays tough.

“She hns been pretty effective
at keeping teams down, She's not
the fastest pitchor in the atate -~
but, mentally, she may be vne of
the toughest in tho state.”
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