 Help restore
native plants
in the area

he Michigan Chapter of The
TNnture Conservancy has set out

guidelines to prevent the intro.
duction or spread of invasive alicn
plants (those not native to the area)
into our nntural areas, and to help

restove our native
GARDEN ﬂoruAmd fauna,
M Avoid distur-
SPOT bance to natural
IO areas, including
clearing of native
vegetation, plant-
ing of non-native
plants and dump-
ing of yard wastes.

B Don't buy or
usc invasive exotic
Bpecies in your
landseaping or for
land restoration
or erosion control
projects.

B For landscaping, use plants that
are native to your local region aa
much a8 possible or those that aren't
known to be invasive,

W Know your plants, If you are
unsure of the identification of a plant,
take n sample to n uniyersity, arbore-
tum, department of agriculture office,
local nature center, or native plant
society for assistance,

Find out if it ig known or thought to
" have invasive tendencics. If the exotic
plant is closely related to an invasive
species, it is likely to have similar ten-
dencies. |

To be on the safe side, if you don't
know it, don't grow it.

B Control exotic invasive plants in
your landscape either by removing
them entirely or by managing them to
prevent their spread outside your
property.

This ruay include pruning to pre-
vent ﬂuwcnng and seed dispersal or
cutting, mowing or herbicide uses to
prevent vegetative spread,

M Discuss your concerns about inva-
sive exotic plants with nurseries and
garden shops and ask them not to sell
these species. Provide them with
printed material (such: ng thia)
explaining the problem to read later.
Ask for non- mvndmg nllemnhves
instead.

M Notify lnnd munngcm ofmvmiwe
exatic plant oceurrences,

W Offer to assist in exotic plant
removal projects,

Work with your local government to
encourage the use of native plants in
urban and suburban lnndscnpos. Pro-
vide lista of attractive, non-invasive,
locally native alternatives that are
naturally more hardy and pest-resist-
ant and provide more nutritious food
for wildlife than cultivated plants.

Here are some culprits:

M Perennials

Sulfur Cinquefoil, Potentilla recta,
looks like a hairy marijunna plant
before flowering. Leaves hnve toothed
edges, pale-yellow flowers at top of
stalks; very competitive in native
grasslands. Light encourages growth.

Baby's-Breath, Gypsophila panicu-
lata, tiny white flowers in the sum-
mer; delicate-looking small, gray-
green leaves. Is invading the habitat
of dune thistle, Cirsium pitcheri,

Vinca, Periwinkle, Myrtle, Vinca
minor; V. major, troiling groundcovers,
evergreen leaves, small, blue lowers
often summer and fall. Various culti-
vara have a wide range of colors and
leaf variegation.

V. majo~ has larger blooms and
leaves with rounded bases and
tapered tips, Con persist in original
sites for decades, crowding out all
native herbaceous vegetation.

MARTY FIGLEY
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nrdumng is a family tradition

at the home of Farmington

Hills resident Kitty Gitulli,
who saya she derives much of the
inspiration for her sprawling coun-
try gardens and elaborate Koi-filled

featured in the Farmington Garden
Walk on Saturday, June 22. .

“I couldn’t do this without my fam-
ily,” snid Gitulli, gesturing to the col-
orful flower beds, unusual hanging
plants and finely trimmed shrubs
that accent the front of her home.
“That's why I don’t work —~ this
house is a job.”

The Gitulli gardens feature a vari-

ety of flowering delights, from large
purplé rhododendrons and robust
hestas, to elegant Boston forns and
_sweet-smelling mountain laurel,

Many of the p]unts and flowera
havo special meaning to Gitulli
because they have either been given
to her by friends and family or she

Garden Walk,

has raised them herself from seeds,
Gitulli said that the dramatic
peonies blossoming by the front
porch “mean a lot to me™ because
they are from tho original slip her
aunt gave her many years ago,

pond from her German mother and
94-year-old Polish aunt, Water wonderland

Gitulli, , The focal
who has been point of Git-
gardening for ulli's garden
30 yenrs, paradise,
continues to and one of
make her the rensons
inherited * it was cho-
passion for sen for the
the cutdoors garden
a family walk, is the
affair. multi-

She now ticred, Koi-
employs the filled pond
help of her that strotch-
husband €8 Across
Paul and 16- her front
year-old son lawn.,
Dante to An nrray
help main- 3 oflornnTcn-

i tal pon
:::,’&i’:;:“h Sharing space: Little creatures like sross eirclca
thatisoncof RIS frag haye made their home in the top pond |
six garden Kitty Gitulli’s gardens. while mixed
sitestobe ' - zinnia and

primrose

adorn the lower level. Whimsical
garden ornnments such as a brasa
dragonfly and small stonc garden
gnomes add a personal flair while
Iarge boulders ~ hnnd-picked by Git-
ulli's husband - set off the area from
the rest of the yard. -~

Water from the pond flows over
jagged atones and around an angel
statue, emptying into u larger pond
full of 9-foot-long Koi fish.
. Dispersed throughout the water is’
an arrapgement of iris and lotus
plants, intermingled with small .
groupings of lily pads that apnnklu
the pond surface. Tho flower beds’
around the ponds ercate the illusion

Getting ready: Betty Poole prunes roses in the gardens of the
Governor Warner Mansion, one of the stops on tlze Farmington

STORY BY CHRISTINE BRODA
" PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER

of a sunset, featuring the deep pur-
ple of iris, the shocking erange of
tiger lily and the soft yellow of
sedum.

One of Gitulli's favorite plants in
this area is the ornamental kale
cnbbage that rims the front of the
pond.

“These plants hang onto life even
after everything's gone,” Gitulli
said,

In between the kale Gitulli plant-
ed geraniums to keep the rabbits
out, a trick she learned from her
aunt.Pink and lavender wave petu-
nias, another of Gitulli's favorites,
spill over the sloping garden beds
and mix with multi-colored ball
ﬂpr]ist aster and a variety of peren-
mials,

A gardener’s high .
On warm sunimer nights Gitulli
lays aside her watering can and
spade to enjoy the natural retreat
she and her family have created.
The garden has become a wildlife
sanctuary, says Gitulli, making ref-
erence to the many frogs, bugs and
birds that have made the pond and
surrounding flower beds their home.
“There’s a bench oyt there and in
the cvening I sit there. {nd haven

Pleaso sco Qm Cz pond in Kitty Gitulli’s garden.

Garden party
Gardening is family
tradition for Hills woman

Lady of tha gardn. Kitty Gitulli surveys her garden paradlsc
from the deck of her Farmington Hills home.

Angellc nature: Perched on the
slate waterfall, an angel statue
keeps waich over the peaceful

‘Flower city’ home to wide population of plants

BY DIANE GALE ANDREASSI
BPECIAL WRITER

Glorin Hughes pours horself into her
gardeng, logging more than 80 hours
weekly caring for perennials, planting
GO flate of annual

one of seven on Livonin'a 13th Annual
Garden Walk, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Satur.
day, June 29,

Tickets are $9 in advance and $10

the day of the event, which is spon. -

sored by the Frienda for the Develop-

ment of Greenmend. Tickets are avail-
able at Greenmead (Eight Mile and
Newburgh), Livonia City Hall (Five.
Mile and Farmington Road) and all
Livonin tibrarics. The day of the walk,
tickets will be available at Greenmead

and Civic Center Library.

“This is appreciated by o
lot of peoplo in the com-
munity and a lot of peaple
like to got ideas for their
own yards,” said Rose-
mary Farabaugh, garden
walk chairperson.

*It covers ell arcas of
the city, so they aren't all
in one spot and thoy’re all
mmntnmcd by the humu-
owners.”- -

Many levels
Hughes has been adding
to her garden beds for the
30 years she has lived in
the home she and her hus-
band, Michae), had built,
*We put everything in,
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blooms and nurturing
her passion for flow-
ors, ,

Her mother taught
her to love plants at a
tender nge, but
Hughces nevor wor-
ried herself with
studying books to
learn the names of
the flowers,

She'd rather deslgn
landscapes or be
elbow.deep in dirt
taking care of the
ones she has already
planted in her 90-by-
166-foot yard,

“Thia is Rower city,”
Hughes snid, refer-
ring to her yard,

Her garden will bo

PROTO XY JTd JAGDFTLD
Beautliful entmnca' Hughes
relaxes on her front porch. The
front entrance landscaping of
her Livonia home features,cver-
greens, rocks, annuals and spe-
cial lighting.

" My Fict
Vinca varlety: Cultivars of
vinca have a wide range of

. colors and leaf variegation.

Artistic touch: Gloria Hughes adjusts a raffia bow on
one of the ceramic birds that grace her backyard pand
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