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Ecorse High school hbrary named after Hills resident

BY GHEG MIGL[UHE
STAFY
(.\nruonmmh JOMECOMMNET

Farmington Hills resident Lydia

Rizzo came to America not knowing a
- word of Englivh,

She picked it up quickly, and scores of
Ecorse students learned langunge nnd
research skills from her in her 30 years
a4 a librarian and teacher.

In May, the Ecorse Board of Educa-
tion named the medin conter of its new
$23.5 million high school atter her.

“I helped them in their research and
rending,” said Rizzo of her work with
students.

Rizzo worked in Ecorse Schools from
1948-1978. She started out as an

English teacher in New York state.
After working for a year in Ecorse, the
school asked her to go back to collcge to
take more classes and become its chief
librarian.

“She exceeded tho district's expecta-
tions,” Virginin Martinez, vice president
of the board said, “She raised the bar for
Michigan school Jibrarians and became
an carly erl blu:er in sclecting appro-
priate

The library Rlzzo remembers was cre-
ated by remodeling the high school's
girl's gymnasium,

“It was just a small library with out-
dated books,” Rizzo said. *I developed it
(library) with the help of others. The
board was very generous and very sup-

portive.”

Rizzo wanted to
increase studenta’
interost in the
arts. She organ-
ized paporback
books sales and
used the profits to
help pay for trips
to sce ploys.

“What 1 missed
most were the stu-
Lydia Rlzzo dents,” she enid. I
enjoyed working
with them.

Former students were potled for the
name. She was surprised with the honor
24 years after her retirement.

“They called out of the clear-bluo sky,”
Rizzo snid. “I was flabbergasted, 24
years later, I thought they'd forgotten
about me,”

‘The medin center has study arcas, a
distant learning center, computer labs
and clectronic book check out.

Rizzo often spent hor summers
reviewing books and taking more class-
es in English and literature. She wns
president of the teachers' union for four
years in the 1960s,

She is active in the Michigan Cam-
paign for Quality Care, n group that
advocated improving conditions in nurs-
ing homes. Rizzo was the coordinotor of
the Onkland County chapter from 1998-

“She was the dynamo of the cam.
paign,” current coordinator Aldo
Vagnozzi snid. “She pushed hard to gain
her goals.”

Rizzo snid she becamo involved
because her mother was in n nursing
home, and she was alarmed at the con-
ditions.

“Most of the public decsn’t know how
bad it is until they have some experi-
ence with them,” she said.

Rizzo enjoys writing in her spare
time. She waws associate editor of the
Michigan Long-term Care, Companion,
which was published in 1998,

Forum focuses on caregiver’s role in bone marrow transplants

BY PAUL R. PACE
STAFF WRITER
ppaceQuehomecomm.net

For the seventh year, the
National Bone Marrow Trans-
plant Link, a Southficld-based
nonprofit organization, is offer-
ing a free educntional forum for

i family b and

cell transplant may be tho treat-
ment of choice for disenses such
as Jeukemin, lymphoma, aplastic
anemia, multiple myelomn and

Hills will bo among the prexen-
ters, talking about his experi-
ence being a caregiver to his first
wnl‘c. who was a bone-marrow

in her treat. t for

recently some aut is-
orders, new attention has been
given to the impact BMT mny
have on the quality of life for

health professionals.

“Ask the experts™ will be held
from 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday,
June 22, at the Livonia Civic
Center Library.

Beecause bone marrow/stem

and their caregivers.

A focus of this year's program
will be the role of the caregiver.
They are now recognized as n
key part of the recovery team.

Chris Johnson of Farmington

hrcust cancer.

“I took care of her during and
after the procedure,” he snid.
“It's significant the amount of
time involved. I was taking her
vitnl signs and making sure she
took her meds... It's a  demand-
ing role, one that at the time in
1996, T wasn't really prepared
for.”

Johnsgon, who serves on the
Natiennl Bone Marrow Trans-
plant Link board, aaid this semi-
nar would have helped him bet-
ter preparo for the role of care-

IVDl'-

“We will have prcfessiunulﬂ
from oll the health systems dis-
cussing varying aspects of the
protedure,” he snid,

Johnson said the seminar
would be cspecially helpful to
people considering o transplant
and for their familica,

“These procedures are rigorous

and require u lot of caregiving
and support,” he said. “It's a
great opportunity to learn more
about it.”

Myra Jacobs, executive direc-
tor of the nbmtLink, said, “It is
80 impartant that carcgivers are
not overlooked in this process.
They moy need the opportunity
to share ideas, successes, and
practical suggestions before dur-
ing and after a BMT.

Physicians, nurses, social
workers and bone marrow trans-

plant survivors will be on hand
to share their expertise. The
video, “The New Normal: Life
After Bone Marrow/Stem Cel)
Transplant,” recently nominated
for a regional Emmy award, will
bo shown during the forum,
Material from related organiza-
tions will be available to atten-
dees and CEU credits will be
offered to nurses,

To register, contact nbmtLink
at (800) 546-62G8. .

SUMMER SALE
All verchandise 10% - 50% OFF

Saturday
10-6

Thursday,
10-8

Prior Sales Excluded

ON THE BOARDWALK
Orchard Lake Road
South of Maple
West Bloomfield
248-737-9059°

Preview our new Accessory
and. Gift Department
and check out
New Fall Styles

FErmero——eeoey_GRAND OPENING
10% OFF RO"9ROg

Everyday! BU FFE Tf’

with this coupon onl ’ d
10N AONG BT B iz | Chinese Buifet Restaurant’
— . Szechuan, Hunan and Cantones¢ Cuisine °

"8333 Grand I* (st N, 08 Mile. s from Botsford Hipitat) |

Ivm'mmglonlhl *248-442-9034
Open Mon=Thurs, 10:30-1eHXE Fr-Sat 10:30-1 1:00; Sun. §1:00.0:30
Carry-Out and Dinc-In Available
FILEE EGOROLL PER EACH CARRYOUT MEAL

All-You-Can-Eat

Over 50 Dishes to Enjoy!

BUFFETS: Adult  Age 4-6  Age 7.12

Lunch Buffet.........$5.95......83.25......$4.25
- Sat. 10:30-3:00)

Diner Bu({ct.

Mo Thu 8

Sunday B

(Al 12ay Susi, 11:040.

SERVING OBSTE‘R ¥rlday & Sotunday Iniee  Sunday Afl Doy
BUFFET INCLUDES ICE CREA
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M SEMIOR
CITIZENS

over 60 alus

T0% off =

B E-mail the Farmington Observer letters to
the editor, news stories, photos and news tlps
to jhubred@oe.homecomm.net

—— Avcust o PrimARY |
ABSENTEE VOTERS 5

FARMINGTON HILLS FARMINGTON
RESIDENTS RESIDENTS

You must request an gpplication for on

obsentee ballot for the August 6* primary,

either by phone ot 248-474-5500, or in per-

application ond mail it to the Farmington  son at the City Clerk’s office, located of'

Hills City Clerk's office. 23600 Liberty.

If you do not flll out and return the appllcation,
you will not be ellglble to vote by ahsontee ballot.

: %

IFyou are over the age of 60 you will soon be
sent your application for an absentee ballot
for the August 6* primary. Please fill out the

Paul

BLIZMAN
JUDGE

47th District Court
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR
‘ JL]NE 18 - 22, 2002
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BISHOR & MRAS.
KEITH A, BUTLER
CONVENTION HOSTS
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WORD OF FAI'I'H
INTERNATION 5
CHRISTIAN CRNTER
SOUTHFIELD, MI
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