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gloss of wine or a cup of ten and watch the
fish and the frogs,” ahe snid. “The music of
nature is what I like — the echoes at night
are #o pretty.”

Gitulli has worked for 12 years to catab-
lish the kind of wildlife haven her family
and neighbors now enjoy overy spring and
summer.

“But 1 didn't start off like this,” said Gitul-
1i, explaining thut gardening for her hos
been n process of experimentation.

“Each year I ndd something new and try
to change the color scheme. Sometimes I buy
a flower beeause of color — sometimes it'il do
well or sometimes it'll invade the whole
aren, It's trinl and error.”

Gitulli's ndvice for other gardeners is to
start small and try new things,

“My theory is to take a little section off
your yurd, cut it out and start o garden.
Don't start ofl too big - you plant something
and you learn from it,”

About the walk
The Farmington Garden Walk is present-

ed by the Farmington Garden Club, It has
taken place for more than 30 years,

Lazy dalsles:
Even these
daisies are

warming up

to the weath-
eras the last
of the buds
blossom in
Kitty Gitul-
li’s garden.

Hours are 10 a.m. to 4 p.mn., rain or shine.
Tickets aro $7 and can be bought at
Steinkopf Nursery, 20816 Farmington and

including the grass,” Hughes said.
The bulk of her labor is in
spnng. preparing tho gunicns and
onnuala, g is llm-

Saturday, tickets will be sold nt the H:
Park Visitors Center, on Farmington Rond
between 10 and 11 Mile.

Refreshments will be served at Heritngo
midway through the walk, and a limited
number of dragonily gurden ornaments,
handerafted by members of the Garden
Club, will be offered for sale,

A new twist this year will be a special sale
of the types of plants and flowers found at
the different sites along the walk,

‘Through an arrangement with Steinkopf,
this year's sponsor, the Garden Club will be
sclling an nssortment of many of thesc new
and populnr pervnnmls at o 40 percent dis-
counted patron's price.

Dottie Young, chairman of the walk, was
enthusinstic about this year's featured sites
a8 well as the lure of the perennial sale.

*I think we have some exceptionnl and
really interesting gardens this year,” she
snid, ndding that she also thinks “gardeners
are just going to go nuts” over the apportu-
nity to buy the varietics of things they sce.

STATY PHOTOBY  DILL DRERUER

ited by ground cover and sprin-
klers take care of the watering
during the summer months.

Gaing by the home, you have to
notico the dinmond-shoped, raised
bed lined with boulders in the
front yard,

The back yard has a deck that
gradually reaches to § feet tall to
give frienda and family an elevat-
ed view of the mounds of blooms
in various shades of pinks, pur-
ples and blucs, More than 20
hanging baskets fill in gaps from
ground level to a bird's cye view.

Paver brick adorns the front
porch and continues in a winding
path down the front walk, wrap-
ping araund the side to the back
of the house leading to the deck.

Most of the beds around the
entire perimeter of the lot are
raised up with rocks. Hughes esti-
mates that she spends well aver
$1,000 annually on her Mowers
and small fish-filled pond.

Michael, a science teacher at
Churchill High School, takes the
fish to school every year sometime
in Nuvember. The students enjoy them for the school year
and Gloria takes them back for her pond over the sum-
mer.

“Lost year wo had a calamity,” Hughes said, “The day
before I was going to take them to hia achool, the fish
were gone.”

Whatever got to the 10 targe fish didn't even leave car-
casses,

Replacing the fish will be another expenae this year.
Hughes helps cut down on gardening expenses for friends
by giving them pieces of her perennials,

each year.
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Eye for Irls: A variegated leaf iris in
the front yard of Gloria Hughes in
Livonia.

cents for overy wagonioad of
stones they collected from a field
across the street, . :

Gardeners lenrn not expect
fish or plants to last forover ~
not even the perennials that
usually fade with time, Hughes'
said, She leamned the adage from’
her mom, she sald,

While begonias and inpaticnta
arc always on Hughes' shopping
list, gernniums are her favorite
annual flower.

“Whatever looks good in \vhu! 1
use, but it has to be in the right
colors,” she said. “I'm fussy about’
my colors and 1 like the real dif-
forent things — not the run of the
mill”

Hughea mentioned more than
a dozen area nurseries and lorge
home improvement stares where
she looks for plants every year.

“My husband enjoys them as
much as [ do,” she snid. “He's off
in the summer and we call it our
little park.”

Specinl features

Like Hughes’ house, each of
the homes on the garden walk
hns something special to offer
one leads down to a ravine and

another has a woter garden, l*nmbuugh said.
“We attract visitors {rom ul) over,” she soid. She said
that well aver 500 people visit Livonin's Garden Walk

The flower pots that will be sold during the walk were
donated by Steinkopf Gardening Center and Landscap-.
ing in Furmington Hills. Proceeds will go to the preserva-
tiun projects at Greenmend.

Currently, Friends for the Development of Greenmend
are in the midst of n project te preserve and restore the
Alexnnder Blue House, which will be used as n center for
and other

For Mother's Bay, Michnel knows he'll d moke
a hit with a load of dirt or boulders for her flower beds.
When her three children were young, Hughes poid 10
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Purple Loosestrife, Lythrum salicaria,
long, showy, spikes of purple flowers in wet-
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Jupancse Honeysuckle, Lonicera japoni-
ca,n woody plnnt fragrant white tubular
ﬂuwnrs in pairs, turn yellow as they nge
green., Ensily disti ished from
native honeysuckle vines by its upper leaves
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to purple. Leaves of the native vine are
Jjoined together around the stem; berries are
red to orange.

Sprends rapidly, smothering surrounding
small trees and shruby, May form.a ground
Inyer on shady floor of forests, will grow
quickly if aren gets more light.

B Shrubs

Multiflors Rose, Rosa multiflora, Intge
vigorous shrub to 10 feet tal), arching stems.
White flower clusters in June; red hips in
August. Often forms dense thickets damag-
ing pasture lands, overtaking them. Has
replaced vast areas of native plant habitat.

Wintercreeper, Euonymus fortunei ever-
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green shrub with leathery opposite leaves.
Sprends to form dense groundeover that sel-
dom flowers or fruits; climbing stems flower .
in June followed by smooth capsules; split in |
the fall to revenl scarlet berrics, Smothers
and kills wildflowers as well as small trees.

For additional information contact Nancy
Walker of The Nuture Conservancy, phone
(517) 332-1741, or visit www.the.org.

Marty hucy isan aduancud master gar-
dener based in Birminghan.

You can leave her a incssage by dialing *
(734) 953-2047 on a touch-tone phone. Her
fax number is (248) 644-1314.
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