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Mercy from page D1

Northern's Amber Altem, who
was J-or-4 and had half of her
tenm’s six hits, started the game
with a single.

The next batter, Ashley
Schruiege, bunted the ball in the
air in front of home plate.

The ball eluded the grasp of
Mercy eatcher Holly Van Cleave.

Merey pitcher Megan Fediuk
tried to get Altom going to third,
but the ball rolled to the corner
in left field, resulting in two runs
before the Marlins had gotten ar.
out,

“Holly* exploded out of the box
with great cffort and dove for the
ball,” Falvo snid. “If she doesn't
touch it, it goes foul and the bat-
ter is out. But you can’t fault the
cffort.

“My team was 80 pumped; they
were hustling, trying to make a
play. My girls came to play. But
once we spotted them two runs,
they're n tough team to come
back on.”

The Huskiea (32-8) had just

two hits off Megan Fediuk before
the rain delay, which Hamilton
said ho welcomed.

“I thought we necded it,
becnuse we wero pretty flat,”
said Hamilton, who announced
his retirement after cight sea-
sons with n 286-40 carcer record.

The Huskies wero accustomed
to winning by shutout, “and I
think they thought 2-0 was
enough,” he added.

*They were goofing around and
laughing in the back of the bus. I
chewed them out pretty well.”

With Greer shutting down
Mercy, Narthern tacked on two
more runs in the sixth,

Ashley Smith doubled; Greer
gingled her home and later
scered on an infield error.

Following a onc-out single by
Kaprice Willinms, Falvo replaced
Megan Fediuk with Dann
Frantz, who retired the next two
batters and allowed onc hit over
the final 1 2/3 innings.

Fediuk struck out two and

walked one.

“I took Megan out because 1
wanted her to come out in front
of the fans, so she would get the
recognition she deserved for

what sho has done for this pro- |

gram,” Falvo snid.

“Secondarily, I didn't want the
game getting out of hand. In
Megan's defense, we made some
critical mistakes, and that made
it tough for her to pitch her
game.”

It was Mercy's first appear-
ance in tho state final but its
third straight in the Final Four.

“I feel the Mercy program has
achieved the goal it set out to =
to compete with the best teams
in the state,” Falvo said.

“A state title would have been
nice, but we're here.”

Hamilton said he necver
dreamed, at the start of the sen-
sen, the Huskics would repeat as
state champs after losing five
all-staters.

Northern has been in the state
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finals five of tho last six years
and has won four titles during
that time.

“It took a while to figure it all
out but, as tho scason went on,
we bogan plugging holes,”
Hamilton said.

“The teams tho last two years
were tremendously talented; this
tenm has tremendous heart.”

In the regional final and quar-
terfinal, the Huskics defeated
Brighton and Jenison, two high-
Iy-ranked teams, by 1-0 scores.

“If we played them 10 times,
they'd probably beat us nine,”
Hamilton said.

“If anybody deserved to win,
we did given the way we did it.

“Anyono clse would have to
thank Portage Northern for
knocking out all those teams.”

Northern also won ite semifi-
nal game by shutout, 4-0 over
Walled Lake Western.
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Battle Creek blues: Mercy coach Jack Falvo consoles
senior Rachel Del Corvo following a loss in the state
final. Junior Sarah Roman (left) and sophomore

Tammi Karagosian (middle) watch as Portage players
receive their medals,

NHL playoffs done; it’s time for MSHL

It's that special time of year
again: when the preliminaries in
hockey — like the Stanley Cup
playoffs -~ are over and the real
fun begins.

The Metro Summer Hockey
Lcague got under way with two
games Monday and two more
Tuesday, all at Farmington's
Suburban Training Center. The
first game of the MSHL season
featured last yenr's champions,
the Lakers, against the Bulldogs.

The results, however, weren't
8o good for the defending
champs, The visiting 'Dogs built
a 5-1 lead by the end of the first
period and kept on rolling, all
tho way to a 13-6 romp over the
Lakers,

Jamie Milam and Chris Con-
ner (from Westland) paced the

1lds Milam collecting three

SATUBDAY (Cass from 1PM - BPM)
BUNDAY {Class from 1PM - 6PM)
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goals (two in the first period)
and three assists and Conner
adding twe goanls and five
assists,

The had plenty of assistance.
Rick Merlo had two gonls and
two assista, Ryan Kesler (Livo-
nia) contributed a gonl apd four
assists, David Gill (Canton/
Salem HS) got two goals, Mark
Nagel (Canton/ Salem HS) had a
goal and two assists, and Andy
Paul and Tan Smith each scored
gonls.

B MHSL HOCKEY

Ryon Rathbun started in gonl
for the 'Dogs; Bernie McDonnell
(Livonia) took over midway
through the second period.

The Lakers got two goals and
on assist from Mike Vigilante,
Matt Frick added a goal and two
assists, Brian Jardine had a gonl
and an assist, Jim Wheaton (Ply-
mouth) had two nssists, and
Andy Howard and John Maley
(Livonia Churchill HS) each
scored a goal, Lanny Jardine
started in gonl for the Lakers; he
was rdplaced midway through
the sccond period by Brian
Whetstone (Plymouth).

Husklos 13, Walverines 4: The
Huskles scored the game's first five
goals and never (et up in pummeling the
Wolverines Monday at Farminglon's Sub-
urbon Training Center.

Dwight Helmingn scored four goals for
1he Huskies, three of them In the sccond
petiod. Trent Daavettila added two goals
and two 08sists, Lars Helminen had a
gool and four ssists, Rich Stom, Aoron
Kilunen ond Kurt Kivisto each had a goa!
and thiee asslsts, Tyler Sturos ot a goat
and two osslats, Robert Stures tind three
0ssists, Josh Daavettila had two assists,
ond Mark Pletita and Ted Sturos each
scored gools.

Art Boker (Canton) storted In goal for
tho Huskios; ho waos replaced by Will
Hamelo midway through the second pen-
od.

Chris Powrornlk (Redford) and foff
Stempln (Livonia) paced the Wolverines
with  gopl and an assist each. Kevin
Bushey and Pacla Decina {Conton} also
scored goals. Travis Miller was In gool for
1he Wotvos,

Warriors 6, Broncos 3: Brandon Kale-
nlecki {Lvonta) scored two goo!s and hod
one assist for the Warriors, who led 40
after ono period Tuesdoy.

Scott Loch (Livonia), Joe Hillebtand,
Dave Mass (Livoniny and Mike Ryan
scored the other gools for the Wanrlors,
Joe Morosu, Ryan Yost (Livonia) and
Moss had 1wo asslsts each.

Adam Krug {Livonia}, Pcte Mozzoni
(Livonlo} and Steve Yerber {Livonio) -
accounted for the Bronco scores. :

Wildcats 8, Spartans B: Todd Bent:
ley's socond goal of the game with 5:02
remaining Tuosday enabled the Wikicats
1o gain a tie with the Spartans. °

The Witdcots scored threo of the four
third-period gools 1o overcoma a 4.2
doficit, Michnel Radakovich (Livonia)
pulled the Wildcats within one, 54, with
11:09 to ploy.

Jim Stephenson scored threo goals for
the Sportans; Brad Zarem and Alex fos-
tar {Canton} had ona oach. )

Danny Knopp and Steve Brudzewski
had the other Wildcat goals, anc Shaun .
Dovis hod two asslsts, N

Farmington.

. \ You & the Grandkids FREE
\\ Get-Away Summer Vacation

W
to Mackinac Island Mission Point! ;

Enter at any of 50 Participating Locatidns
' in Downtown Farmington - :

Win a free two-night/three-day vacation to
Mackinac Istand! The For the Grandkids
Gat-Away Summer Vacation to Mackinac
Island drawing is not limlted to grandpar-
ents. Anyone 18 or older may participate
by fllling out an entry card at anyof the
more than 50 locations In downtown

The vacation includes: Two wonderfel nights :
and three days on Mackinac Island for two :
adults and two children* » Outstanding two- :
bedroom accommodations at Mission Point ¢
Resort « Complimentary breakfasts for four and
one dinner for four « Bicycla rental » Admission
to Fort Mackinac » A horse-drawn hayride :
Transportation to and from the Island and the

resort » Vacation value: $810.00.

For more Information ga to ; . |
www.cl farmington.mi.us/dda.him Plus many other drawing prizes!
. i

eThursday, July 25th
SUN MESSENGERS

oSaturday, July 27th
FELIX CAVALIERE'S RASCALS

Sunday, July 28th
MUDPUPPY

Friday, July 26th
WCSX'S CLASSIC CAR REUNION
W/ ROCKY & THE ROLLERS

Visit www.masicandmoforfast.com or call 248.349.1950 for up to data schedules and tickts.
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No purchase necassary « Must bo 18 of older to onter » Drawing at the DDA office, June 28, 2002, 9:00 8.m.»
Neod nat bo prosant ta win « “Chitdran* aro dolinod as twoive yoars of age and under. s N
Ploaso contact Mission Point Resort (800-833-7711) kot additional package options.
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