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: Sp,a, sa
-~ and more Spam

~ Joke if you want, but Spam
; has its own museum

. BY CRAIG GUSTAFSON
ABSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

. AUSTIN, Minn. — Depending
‘on who's eating it, Spam is
«cither a slice of post-war Ameri-
cana or a slice of who knowa
what.

. Whatever it is, the canned con-
venience food now has its own
museum.

. “All (you've) got to say is Spam
and you've got a discussion,” said
‘Nancy Barker of Menasha, Wis,,
‘emerging from the Spam Muse-
um Friday with a handful of
memorabilia, “Of course, there's
also quite a lot of jokes.”

For 66 yenrs this southern
Minncsota town of 22,000 has
been known nffcctiann(oly, or
derisively, as Spamtown,

- “It'a a part of our past and it's
‘probably part of our future,” said
Barker, 66, who has her own
Tecipe for Spum pancakes. “Peo-
ple are almost cult followers.”

. The museum has been open
since September, but Spam
‘mnker Hormel Foods deloyed a
celebration until Saturday

_ _becnuse of the Sept. 11 terrorist

attacks.

Thae rescheduled grand open-
ing is steeped in Americana,
with famous TV moms like Mari-
on Ross and Barbara Billingsley,
sports figurea and a World War
1I memorial dedication.

Spam fun

. Inside the museum — admis-
gion is freo — those followers
will have plenty to absorb. A
430-foot conveyor belt rattles
around the ceiling, carrying

M The museum also has
oxhibits on the Hormel
family, explains what
goes Into Spam (pork
shoulder, ham, spices
and preservatives) and

remembered some soldiers who
swore they'd nover eat it again
once the war ended.

Six biltion cans
A Spam-o-meter at the muse-

um tallies the cans of Spam pro-
duced. Horme) expects to turn

describes the product's out its 6 billionth sometime
special relationship - between Juno 29 and July 3,

with Amerlean t in The which is free,

b has drawn 88,000 visitors since

World War II. it upened and the number is
d to double this weel

about 850 cans of Spam. Laura Shields saw a Freeway

Visitors can take a Spam exam
or can their own Spam (not the
renl stuff),

There's also o radio station —
KSpam — and o video screen
that shows classic Monty Python
skits slamming Spam.

‘The museum also hos exhibits
on the Hormel family, explains
what goes into Spam {pork
shoulder, ham, spices and
preservatives) and describes the
product’s specinl relationship
with American troopa in World
War II.

The war generated huge sales
for Hormel, which provided 16
million cans of Spam’ each weck
to the military. From 1939 to
1942, the company's overall sales
doubled to almost $120 million.

On Sunday, Brokaw, the NBC
News ancher, will dedicate a
special memorinl to honor World
War Il veterans.

Gordon Handrich, a World
War II veteran from Appleton,
Wis., who waa at the museum on
Friday, remembered enting
Spam., He liked it, but he

sign for the Spam museum and
said she had to atop and drag
her vacationing family in for a
look. “It’s incredibly cool,” she
soid. -

Shiclds said she's carried on a
running gog with her brother-in-
law, who gave her n Spam calen-
dar for Christmas. Tho muscum
shop sold windsocks, pens, T-
shirts in Spam's distinctive navy
and yellow colors and, of course,
the cans.

Some people may love Spam
for its salty ham taste, but oth-
ers are fascinated by the name.
In 1935, Hormel President Jay
Hormel held a contest at a New
Year's Eve party to name the
meat. The winner spliced the
words *spice™ and *ham” to
elaim the $100 prize.

Barker, who said she has
eaten Spam oll her life and fed it
to her six children, left the gitt
shop with a stuffed can of talk-
ing Spam. She gave it a squeeze.

It chimed: “I love Spam.”
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At the Oakland Virtual Medical Center, eight state-of-the-art
outpatient facilities have been redesigned to provide a forward-thinking,
interconnected resource for state-of-the-art outpatient care serving

all of Oakland County. Here you'll find a friendly staff of professionals .
ready to care for the Individual needs of patients and doctors.

Doctors will appreciate our Virtual Scheduler™technology and

prompt on-line test resuits. Using our advanced software, they can

schedule treatment or review a patlent’s test results on-line.

Beautifully refined surroundings make visits more relaxing for everyone

.and afford ample privacy for consultation. No request is too great.

No service is too small. We even serve a great cup of Starbucks coffee!
\

Introducing Oakland Virtual Medical Center,
Oakiand County’s premier outpatient resource dedicated
to serving the needs of patients and doctors.

The future of outpatient care has arrived in Oakland County. Visit our
website at www.oaklandvirtual.org and discover the difference it could make
in your life. Or call (866) 887-OVMC (6862) for complete information.
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