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Longacre principal earns first humanitarian award

nY SUB BUCK
WRITER
lbu ck@ue.homecomm.net

“He puts the pol in principal.”

That was one of the accolades
bestowed on Longacre Elemen-
tary Principal Bill Smith who
was honored with a apecial
award June 10 — Farmington
Public Schools’ humaniterian
award. Tho award is & firat for
the district.

“We checked,” said Chris
Brueck, a teuchwr at Lnngncre
School,

Brueck puta in a lot of his owa
time, she said. He drove a staff
member to the hospital when her
husband died.

! He's driven kids home during
family emergencies and also has
tidden home on a bus with stu-
dents, she aaid.

- “For those of you who don’t
know what a humanitarian is,
it's someonc who does lots of nice
things for other people” snid
{eacher Nancy McCoy.

‘When YMCA  Prime Time
after schoal program supervisor
Janie Freeman died,  Smith
made sure parents were
informed so they could talk to
their children, Also he ensured a
upecial counselor was available,

There isn’t one staff member

Kind heart: L incip
is known for his compassion and w;llmgness to help
students and staff.

who hasa't received moral aup-
port, MCoy said.

It's a comfort and a relief for a
staff member who is out during a

Btll Smith

family crisis to hear the words,
“Don’t worry. We will take care
of everything here. You take care
of yourself and your family,”

Listening
skills:
Longacre
students
sat
patiently
during the
ceremony
honoring
their
principal,

McCoy sald.

Farmington-area officials were
nlso on hand including, Farming-
ton City Councilweman Mary
Bush, who filled in for Farming-
ton Mayor Jim Mitchell, Jon
Grant, a YMCA boord member,
Marybeth Hetrick, a YMCA
cmployee and Farmington Public
Schoals Superintendent Bob
Maxfield,

Smith, who entered the assem-

Chamber rates county, state candidates

BY GREG MIGLIORE of chamb: b
BTAFF WAITER " rates the candidates on their
K n ont wih and

The F /F' dovel tax reform, trans-
Hills Chamber of Commerce Portation and education.

gave proferred ratinga to three
candidates in its ovaluations of
focal races for the state represen-
tatives, state senate and Onk-
lnnd County Commission Mon-

anerln Knol, who is running
for the 37th diatrict state houso
seat, Mike Rogers (14th district
Oskland County Commission)
nnd David Moffitt (156th County

o,

) got the Ch '8
most favorable rating. All three
are Republicans, -

The Chamber. looked at 10
candidates in four races, giving
them ratings of preferred, quali-
fied, somewhat qualified,inot
qunhﬁed or no npminn. '

“This process provides the
Chambar an opportunity to
vocalize its positions on issues
that positively and negatively
impact business progress,”
endorsement committes chair-
man Andy Haliw said. “Our pur‘

mum wage.

1 donv. think anybody in this
community thinks I'm unquali-
fied,” he said. “I know the leg-
islative process. I know the
issues.”

Democrat Gilda'Jacobs (not
qualified) and Republican Mare
Wilkins (no opinion) wero cvalu-
ated in the 14th district state
senate race.

Jacobs snid the mtmg wux ot
the role

pose ia to place the § good
business at the forefront of each ol'the seat.
candidate’s policy ngenda.”
In ndd)tfen to Knol, fuur uf.her
tes were for

] thought their non-endorse-
ment of me was ridiculous
b it doesn't reflect the

the 37th district seat. Republi-

cans John Akouri nnd Tarry
Sever each i

puhhcul sophistication of the
aent. nho said, “I'm certainly

status, Democrat Aldo Vagnozzi

was deemed not qualified and

the committee had no opmzon on
Charisss’

eath, ...
Vagnozzi said he dungreed

A thr b
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Democrat Ryan Gesund was
given no opinion in the race for
14th District Oakland County
Commission.

The committee said it was
unable to interview Jamea Nash
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(Democrat) for the 16th Commis-
sion district.

The candidates that received
preferred status had platforms
most similar to the goals of the
Chamber.

“We're looking at the candi-
dates with haw strongly they go
along with our business issues,”
Chamber President/CEO Car-
leigh Flaharty said. “Their posi-
tions are most clasely aligned
with our positions on those
issues. There was no gray area.”

The Chamber did not rate
judicial races because it does not
believe they have a direct lmpm:t

bly expecting to hand out awards
to the children, found himself to
be the surprise recipient,

Smith received a special
plaque and o T-shirt and cap
from the YMCA, where he is
board member,

“This is part of the uniform we
wear when we go out and do spe-
cml volunteer projects,” Smith

“’I'he YMCA is somecthing

which is very meaningful to me.”

Smith summed up his philoso-
phy. “You try to do the right
thing as we go through life,” he,
said. “What we do with our stu-
denta here ia try to set an exam-
ple of the things to do to lend!
your lives. Part of that is doing;
things for other people.” .

He quoted writer Mark Twain,:
*I could live for two months on a
nice compliment.”

The dendline is July 22 to
aign up for the Farmington
Area Joycees Golf Outing Ben-
efit held Saturdny, Aug. 10 nt
Fox Creek Golf Course, 36000
Seven Mile, in Livonia.

Registration begins ot 10:15
a.m. with tee times starting at
11:00 a.m.

The cost is $380 per four-
some and includes 18 holes of
golf, cart,.lunch at the turn,
two complimentary beverages
tickets, dinner, and a goody
bag. There will also be a
$10,000 Hole in One, Longest
Drive, Closest to the Pin, door
prizes, and a silent auction.

‘The outing is limited to 25
foursomes. The golf committee

Register for Jaycees’ golf benefit

. Holidny Food baskets.

is also looking for aponsors as
well as contributions for prizes
and silent auction.

Proceeds benefit community
projects such as Spring Egg
Hunt, Citizen of the Year, Chil-
dren’s Shopping Spree, and

To register for the golf out-
ing, become a sponsor, or for
more information, contact
Betty Ference or Holly Hintz,
by mail: Farmington Arca
Jaycees Golf Committee P.O.
Box 33 Farmington, MI 48332
by hotline: (248) 477-JCCS, or
by email: golf@ajc.org or visit
the chapter’s website at
www.faje.org

on the local t
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