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Don’t miss the fine acting in All’s Well That Ends Well

BY HUGH GALLAGHER
STAFF WRITER
tignlinghor@oo.iomecomm.net

The notes for the Stratford
production of Shakespeare's All's
Well That Ends Well call the
comedy one of the Bard's “prob-
lem plays.”

The problem is that it'a hard
for ploygoers, especially modern
playgoers, to accept the play's
bosic premise. The play has at
its center o strong female lend
who makes decisions that scem n
bit incomprehensible,

‘The pleasures in this Stratford
production are in the small ges-
tures and rich use of language us
performed by a fine cast of
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for the Endangered series, Along
the way he met Josephine nt o
television conference in Wash-
ingten, D.C. Jabnra continued
producing documentaries includ-
ing The Golden Jackal for
Nationnl Geographic, and vari-
ous footage for television ata-
tions in Italy, Germany, The
Netherlands, France, and Aus-
tralin, Theie second son, Jordnn,
was born in Africn while filming
Kratts Creatures for PBS and
TV Ontario. Their film about o
Nepali village and its tigers is
still on view at The Smithsoninn
Institute.

*“Basically we're filmmakers
finding a gocd idea and taking it
to production,” snid Jabara, who
this fall will teach film at Michi-
gan State University where he
lectures regularly. “We're look-
ing for interested parties to help
in all ways including investors
for our modest budget and cre-
ative marketing plan. In addi-
tion to looking for distributors
we're planning to offer it as a
fundraiser to nonprofita.

“Making a feature film
requires so many details, At the
end of the day it's we're story-
tellers who hope to make a dif-
ference in the quality of life.”

For more information about
uuditianing for the role or help-
ing in any way, call the East
Lansing production company at
(517) 3611660 or send e-mail to ..
movie@oursmallplanet.com.
More information can also be
found at the Web site: wiwtw,.ours-
maliplanet.com.
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Helena is the orphan daughter
of u physician. She has come
under the patronage of a wid-
awed countess whose husband
was trented by the physician,

Helena falls in love with the
countess’ handsome but arrogant
and snobbish son.

When she cures an ailing king,
she usks the king to force the
Yyoung mon to marry her. Instead
the young count runs off to war
and she sets out to trick him into
marriage.

Ignore the plot and concen-
trate on the ncting.

The great William Hutt plays
the ailing king, Hutt has the
remarkable focility for speaking
Shakespenre's languoage ns if it
were his normal speech. He aleo
has a wonderful sense of timing
and gesture. He finds the humor
where others would miss it

Domini Blythe is also at home
with Shakespeare’s tnnguage.

H Whatever Shake-
speare might have been
saying about class dif-
ferences (of All's Well
That Ends Well)
becomes muddied in
the plot.

sting. Tim MacDonald has fun as
the bragging and posturing
Parolles, who is finally revealed
as a coward. Sarn Topham is
attractive ond blithe as the
young maid seduced by the cad-
dish count.

Richard Monette's direction is
deft and capable. The comic
to unmosk Parolles is

Her countess is warm and sym-
pathetic. Even the most difficuit
pnuungus become comprehensi-

Lucy Peacock is also at ease
with Shakespcarean language
though she seems to play the
central role of Helena a bit too
stiffly. Her many long speeches
get us no closer to understanding
why Helena stalks after an
impudent boy.

Benedict Campbell handles

.the low humor of the jester
Lavatch skillfully, though seme
of the word play has lost its
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capecially well done.

Whatever Shakespeare might
have been saying about class dif-
ferences becomes muddied in the

ot.
All Well runs through Aug. 31
at the Festival Theatre.

The Scarlet Pimpernel
- Class differences are at the
heart of Beverley Cross® stage
version of Baroncss Orczy's pop-
ulor metodrama The Scarlet
Pimpernel.

This production is part come-
dy, part swashbuckler,

Sir Percy Blakeney, the fop-

Plymoti .
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pish lover of drink, games and
theater, is sccretly the dashing
Scarlet Pimpernel, who leads a
merry band of Englishmen dedi-
cated to saving the necks of
French aristocrats from the guil-
lotine of the French Revolution,

His name is taken from the -

small red flower he leaves as his
calling card,

Sir Percy haa recently married
a French actress, Marguerite,
who has Republican sympathies
and may or may not be in league
with the revolutionaries.

Director Dennis Garnhum
keeps the nctian moving smoath-
ty back and forth from Frnnce to
England, The clever h
of the set are a show in them-
sclves on the Avon stage. The
frame for the guillotine becomes
a rocking ship, a grubby tavern
and a count’s ballroom.

Peter Donaldson and real-life
wife Sheila McCarthy play the
Blakeney and his spouse. (They

CIVICe

right off of the M-1-4 Freeway on Shetdou

Roud in Plymouth

also play the despicable
Peachums in Three Penny
Opera.) They have a lot of fun
with the roles, especially Don-
aldson who gets to dress up in a
variety of disguises. He does not,
however, fit the usual image of 8
dashing hero.

Peter Hutt is the villain,
Chauvein, special agent to Robe-
spierre. He wears black and
looks a lot like Richard Nixon
with a five o'clock shadow. His
performance is uneven and a bit .
confusing. Perhaps a little more
“Snidely Whiplash” would carry
the idea more effectively.
‘Though the audience did hiss
him,

The production has its
moments but never rises to true
heart-stopping melodrama.

The Scarlet Pimpernel contin-
uee at the Avan through Nov. 2.

(For a look at the Shaw Festi-
val see Sunday's paper.)
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Juried Art
& Fine Crafts,

Live Music &
Children’s
Activity Tent

on the Grounds of

LUTHERAN CHURCH

12935 W. 11 Mile
(East of Coolidge /West of Woodward)
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