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Last year’s access
highlights at SWOCC
feature big changes

Change! That's the best word
to describe 2001 ... from trang-
forming our identity to “SWOCC
Studios” to drafting plans for a
new state-of-the-art facility to be
ready this summer. The num-
bers are finally in and it's been
the busicst year cver.

After years of negotintions, the
new 15-year franchise agree-
ment with Time Warner went
into effect on Jan, 1, 2001. One
“""of the biggest changes was Pub-

lic Access moving from Time
Warner to SWOCC Studios.
Now, all access production for
four channels (Farmington Hills
Channel 8, Farmington 16, Novi
13 and INFO TV-12) is under
one roof with o new look, a new
logo and more ecfficient manage-
ment.

What's more, our cable access
operations expanded. We had
-three times more production at
.SWOCC, installed a new sophis-
:ticated playback system, which
:improved on-nir scheduling, and
sincreased staffing to meet the
‘growing need, our three cities
‘and access users.

Here's a look at some of the
2001 highlights:

The SWOCC commission held
seven public meetings at Farm-
ington and Farmington Hill's
city halls. The Cable Access
Committee held eight public
meetings at SWOCC Studios
-and welcomed vne new member.

In its regulatory role, S\WOCC
.acts as an ombudsman for resi-
‘dents who have problems with
:the cable operator, Time Warn-
+or. The number of complaints in
12001 was 100 less than those

CABLE CONNECTION

received in 2000, but most of the
callers took issue with the high
cost of cable.

Production

In order to nccommodate
i 1 necess TV producti
SWOCC was open 900 hours
more than in 2000, This con-
tributed to 13 morc Community
preductions, and 79 morc Public
Access programs. The SWOCC
staff conducted 21 workshops to
train residents in TV production
and that led to 50 certified
access users putting out pro-
gramming throughout the year.

Since Time Warner closed its
studio, we've been working in
cramped quarters, SWOCC pur-
chosed a new building in March
2001 and began renovation in
the fall. Soon we'll be able to
move into this new facility that
is three times the size of our cur-
rent focility.

SWQCC is able to execute its
regulatory and TV production
funetions through franchise fees,
These are fees provided to
SWOCC and the cities by Time
Warner in exchange for its use of
the rights-of-way in our cites.
Additionally, since Time Warner
no longer provides a staff and
studio far public access, they pny
an additional grant toa SWOCC
as o condition of the 2000 fran-
chise ngreement.

This hnd to be the most excit-
ing and perhaps rewarding year
for me since taking the position
of Executive Director. We are

: RELIGION CALENDAR

1f you want to submit an item for
the religion calendar, fax it to
{248) 477-9722 or write: Reli-
glon Calendar, Farmington
Observer, 33411 Grand River,
Farmington, Ml 48323. The
deadline for an announcement to
appear in the Thursday edition is
noen Mornday.

SPECIAL EVENTS

SPIRITUAL CLASSES
Campus Ministzies will host two
‘ clagges at St. Fabian Churchin
Farmington Hills. What does it
nean to be in love? will be held
7:30-9 p.m, Wednesday, July 10
and Where does God fit into all
this? will take place 7:30-9 p.m,
Thursday, July 11. St. Fabian
Church is located at 12 Mile and
Orchard Lake Ronds. For more
information call (248) 522-3748.

VACATION BIBLE
SCHOOL

ORCHARD UNITED BIBLE SCHOOL
Orchard United Methodist
Church in Farmington Hills will
offer Vacation Bible School 9
a.m.-noon, July 22-25. Kidy
ages four through {ifth grade
will enjoy 0 “Bug Safari,” a sing-
a-long and more. For registra-
tion information calt (248} 626-
3620.

CHURCH
SERVICES

ANTIOCH LUTHERAN CHURCH
Summer Sunday service 9:30
a.m, through Labor Dny week-
end. Contemporary Praise serv-

, ice 7:30 p.m. Wednesdnys
through Aug. 28, preceded by
6:30 p.m. Bible study. The

* church is at 33360 W. 13 Mile

ALL OLD
TOY TRAINS,
SLOT EAIIS

a

n
OLD TOYS
Call...Merri-Seven
Tralns, Hobbles &
Collectibles

Rond, corner of Farmington  ~
Road, (248) 626-7806, -

ONGOING

‘WIDOW/WIDOWER SUPPORT

New Hope Center for Grief Sup-
port, a Christinn-based bereave-
ment outreach center, offers sup-
port for widows and widowers
with children on the secand and
fourth Tuesduy of each month.
The group mecets at 7 p.m. at St.
Kenneth's Parish offices, 14951
Haggerty, Plymouth. New Hope
for Kidz meeta at the same time
and place and is nimed at ages 4-
11. (248) 348-0115.

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER

Weekend experience for married
couples to improve their commu-
nication skills and renew their
love, Friday-Sunday, June 28-30
and Sept. 20-22 at St. John's
Family Life Center, 44011 Five
Mile Rond, Plymouth. Registra-
tion $50, call Bill & Carol, (248)
528-2512 or Dan & Debbic (810)
286-6524 or visit www,red.net/
detroit/wwwme

PRESCHOOL

ARTIOCH LUTHERAN CHURCH
Offers Christian based preschool
for children age 3 and 4. Now
accepting registration. Creden-
tialed stafl, small class size, at
the church on the corner of 13
Mile Rond at Farmington Road
in Farmington Hills, (248) 626-
7906,
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meeting our resident’s informa-
tion needs by fost becoming ono
of the premier Cable Access Cen-
ters in the country.

Caren Collins ia the Exccutive
Dircctor of the Southwestern
Oakland Cable Commission
(SWOCC) The next SWOCC
mecting iz 4:30 p.m. Wedncsday,
Sept, 4 at Farmington City Hall.
The next SWOCC study session
is 4:30 p.m. Thursday, June 27
at Furmington City Hall,

014: Special Collectlon
of odd lot and
discontinued chalrs
Barrel Style, Metal
Garden, Teak formal,

Teak

The deadline is July 22 to aign up for the
Farmington Area Jaycees Golf Outing Benefit
hold Saturday, Aug. 10 at Fox Creek Golf
Caurse, 36000 Soven Mile, in Livonia.

Registration begins at 10:15 a.m. with tee
times starting at 11:00 a.m.

Tho cost is $38Q per foursome and includes 18
holes of golf, cart, lunch at the turn, two compli-
bmonmry bevernges tickets, dinner, and a goody

ag.

There will also be a $10,000 Hole in One,
Longest Drive, Closcst to the Pin, door prizes,
and a silent auction.

Register now for Jaycees’ golf outing benefit

The outing is limited to 25 foursomes. The golf
committee is also looking for sponsors as well as
contributions for prizes and silent auction.

Proceeds benefit community projscts such as
Spring Egg Hunt, Citizen of the Year, Children's
Shopping Spree, and Holiday Food baskets.

_'To register for the golf outing, become a apon-
sor, or for more information, contact Betty Fer-
ence or Holly Hintz, by mail: Farmington Area
Jaycecs Golf Committee P.O. Box 33 Farming-
ton, MI 48332 by hotline: (248) 477-JCCS, or by
email: golf@fajc.org or visit the chapter's Web
sito at www.fajc.org

SINGLES MINGLE

Send items for consideration in singles
to Hometown Life, Observer Newspapers, 33411
Grand River, Farmington, MI 48336, fax (248)
477-9722,
QUICK DATE
Meet 10-15 new people for 6 minutes cach, at 7:16
Tuesday July 9 at the 5th Avenue Ballroom, 26760
Novi Rd., in Novi. Registration is required. Call

politan Single Profe 15 host Single Min-
lo dances every Friday. For times and location
call (248) 851-9909.

PARK VOLLEYBALL

Piay volleyball in the park 6:30 p.m.~dusk overy
Tucsday at Heritago Park in Farmington Hills.
BOOK nlspuuiou

(617) 552-0673 or www.quickdateinfo.com.
SINGLE MINGLES

Mt Single F book di i
group meets at 7:30 p.m. the sccond Monday of the
month at Borders Books in Farmington Hilis.
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nicks or scratches.
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CHOICE: 50%
to 71% OFF
UNTIL SOLD
OuT!
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LOOK WHAT WE FOUND! SPECIAL ODDS
AND ENDS LIQUIDATION LOT: INCLUDES

Selectlon of Windsor Dining Chalrs - black

LIQUIDATION LOT BL-044: Special

finish. Atso in this lot: populsr

Dozens and dozens of (tems
found while clearlng our warehouse, (Wa've
been accumulating odds and ends for 15
years!) Odd lot mirrors, accessorles, chalirs,
lamps, tables and much, much more.

YOUR CHOICE: As Low As

distressad finlsh and Lodge dining chairs,

YOUR CHOICE: 50% t6 71%

Sheatback Dining Chalrs - black

black distressed finlsh.

OFF UNTIL SOLD OUT!

28¢ ON THE DOLLAR!

-

FOR UP TO "'

5,000
INSTANT

CREDIT
) W

FURTHER & FINAL REDUCTIONS ON ALL [ .
DINING TABLES ... Most of our tables have an old} | including finiahed, unfinished,
world look, but we can fit your nceds for custom o )

dimension, style and color
(even at these historic reductions?)

QUIDATION LOT PTE-011: |
|a} Selection of Teak
ension Dinlng Tables

muvrtgl‘o’?:mu of varfous ,
. slzas.
YOUR CHOICE: 50% to 71%
OFF UNTIL. SOLD OUTI
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