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TasteFest

Annual event offers food, entertainment and shopping

e

‘BY CINDI COOK
SPECIAL WRITER

:* Fun-loving people, warm sum-
mer wenther, food as far as the
‘eye can sce.

- No, it's not your cousin’s wed-
ding, it’s the TasteFest!

‘The culinory showcasce for arca
restaurants is in it’s 14th year —
hard te believe for something that
atarted out as a woy to keep
employees well-fed.

Two decades ago, a goed iden
came out of the minds of some
enterprising Detroiters. The New
Center Council set up a program
to be the caretaker for the neigh-
horhood, now familinr to many as
the, well, New Center Arca, The
idea wos to pick up the litter, do
the requisite marketing, and a
newaletter — all in the hopes that
the nren around the Fisher Build-
ing would bounce back. The once
glorious ‘hood had patential, and
these.dotermined folks were not
about to see it fall by the wayside.
And in order to feed those deter-
mined New Center Council folks
involved in the rejuvenation nnd
renovation, local fare was gath-
ered nnd set out for their cating
enjoyment, And the TasteFest
was born.

Sponsored by Comerica, the
TasteFest runs Wudnusdny~Sun~
day, July 3-7, in Detroit's Now

l Center Aren on West Grand
i‘ Boulevard between Woodward
} *and the Lodge Freeway.

Encompassing approximately
40 food vendors — eateries,
restaurants and shops, it has
evolved into what Detroiters now
know as the most delicious event
around, n massive regional draw
for the culinnr-ily inclined, or
those who just like to snack.

“I've only been here five years,
but to me it's evolved into o more
interesting cvent,” snys Michnel

Soloka, Preaident of New Center
Council, the non-profit busmcu
jon that ia

served with a big hunk of bread.”
Who will be eating hot soup in
the middle of July? Plenty of peo-
ple, he predicts, Featured front
and center will be their most pop-
ular Chicken Pot Pie,

for the whole enchilada. *We've
added an ort gallery to the fest
and tho 2nd Avenue Marketplace
— the kind of retailers who might
someday be in the city.”

Solaka obviously has had good
feedback on the event—and n good
time feeding people. The crowd
now pulls participants to both
sides of the counter from all coun-
tica of the Metro area and beyond.

“The TasteFest to me has to
reflect what we do,” he says,
“We're not trying to be the biggest
and best festival — there are lots
of cool festivals around, like Arts
Beats and Eats in Pontinc. We
want to be about diversity and
harmony too but also about cre-
ative encrgy, to invite new youth-
ful energy into this neighbor-
hood.™

His invitations scemed to have
worked. Zoup!, the four year old
quick casual soup phenomenon is
maoking its {irst appearance this
year, Owner Eric Ersher is excited
about the cvent: “This year we
wanted to participate so we're
ready to roll.”

After about o ycar of planning
and development, he and his two
partners opened their first store
in September of 1998. They now
have four locations-in Southfield,
Troy, Detroit, and Novi. They will
be opening on Hall Road between
Shayner and Hayes in Shelby
Township this fall.

The Zoup! concept (nccording to
Ersher) in o nutshell: “We have
200 soups, we serve 12 n dny, they
rotate daily, and each order is
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a creamy chicken and vegetable
soup topped with a homemade pie
crust {the cpitome of comfort food
that would make anyone turn
down a snow cone in a heartbeat),
Shrimp and Crawfish Etouf(ée,
and Spicy Black Bean Chili, the
vegetarian choice, which is also
dairy free,

His enthusinem for the Taste-
Fest and all it holds is on the tip
of his tangue. “It's important to
get the word out and expose peo-
ple to the quality of Zoup! soups,
It sounds like a great event!”

No category of cuisine is miss-
ing from the 'l‘ustcl’enl, that's for
sure, Mcsqulte Creck in Clarkston
and Novi, is returning this year
with thmr high quality offerings,

“We're doing a booth—we've
done it two years previously,” says
Beth Hussey, Mesquite Creek’s
general manager. *In years post
its been great for ua.” Tho seafood
and steakhouse uses n slight Tex
Mex fair for the 100 percent
Angus beef they serve. And what
will be on the menu at the Taste-
Fest? Steak, fish, and chicken faji-
ta tacos as well as a bean and
cheese taco.

“We wanted to pick a couple

items that represent the restau-
rant well. Everything we'll make
at the TastoFest will be grilled
right over mesquite.” Mesquite,
Hussey explains to this natve
reporter, is n type of tree that only
grows in Texas, As opposed to oth-
ers who use the charcoal deriva-
tion, Mesquite Creck uses the real
woaod with which to cook. Their
beautiful restaurants are known
throughout the area, with the
Novi location being exceptional: A
real actual Mesquite tree is plant-
ed in the center, The comfy casunl
atmosphere helps people to feel
right at heme. Says Hussey, “They
know us for our great food, large
portions, and great prices.” She
too fecls the TasteFest experience
will onty make it better, “We'd
like to expand; it's a great con-
cept,” Hussey aays,

If you aren’t hungry, don't have
a cow: TasteFest entertainment is
the kind that only Motown (and
ita creative citizenry) ¢nn deliv-
er—and it's free, as well 05 most
other acts. Appearing on the main
stage are the likes of Tho Ramsay
Lewis Trio nnd WAR; Dr, John
alsa makes nn appearance, and
that icon of the 808, Joan Jett and
the Blackhearts will grace the
crowd with her rockin’ presence.

As if that weren't enough, n
whole electronic music state will
be set up, with four nights of
house and techno music gathered.
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THIS WEEK

Temorrow, July 5, 8 PM « Jim Brickman

Sunday, July 7, 5:30 PM « Widaspread Panic w/ moa.

Wadnesday, July 10, 8 PM » Dave Mason/
Ambrosia/Gary Wright/John Ford Coley
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conveyor belt with an 11-foot
cargo crane. Design a boat
and test its speed. Create a
7-foot tall arch bridge.

With so many interactive
activities, it’s the perfect
foundation for a great day!

Think it, build it, test it
before September 2.
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Michigan's premier nctural history musevm!
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Strolling dlnars. Patrons at luat year's Comunca Taste-
Fest sample cuisine from booths stationed in Detroit’s
New Center arca.

Nomes like Blirs 66 and American
Mars, familiar to those who follow
the local music acene, will appenr
on the four stages,

Aside from music and food, there

will be 11 kindy of specinlty shops
in the market ~ The 2nd Avenue
Street Marketplace, that is.

Surely a mix like this ia the
right recipe for o good time for all,
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DETROIT SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

AT MEADOW BROOK MUSIC FESTIVAL

ights of Picnics,
'8 Great Musu:!

The Dances of Spain
FRIDAY, JULY 12 AT 8 PM _hAs
{lan Volkav, conductor
Leila Josefowlez, violin
Mara Dol Carmon Grupo Espafa, dancers
CHADRIER Espana
CHAUSSON Tudme
RAVEL Triganc
DEFALLA Tlree Cornered Hat Suite

7

Boldly Beethoven
SATURDAY, JULY 13 AT 8 PM
lan Volkoy, conductor
Leita Josefowlcz, viofin
BEETHOVEN Cotiolan Oversure
Syaphony No. &
Violin Concerta

Giants of Broadway
SUNDAY, JULY 14 AT 7:30 PM
Denald Pippin, conductor

Christione Nol, sepvano

Stephen Zinnato, daritone

Danald Pipin, Musical Dicector of Radio
City Music Hall, leads the DSO in Broadway
favorites including music by Gershwin,
Rodgers & Hammerstein and [rving Berfin,
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Test of Baroque
FRIDAY. AUQ. 2 AT 8 PM

Summer Fanmsm 2002
FRIDAY, JULY 19 AT & PM _}A
EoN .
Mozart-in-the-Meadows
SATURDAY. AUG. 3 AT D PM

Roman Festival
BATURDAY, JULY 20 AT 0 PM

Rewrn'to Camcelot:
Lemer & Loewe Songbook

BUNDAY, AUG, 4 AT 7:30 PM

BUNDAY, JULY 21 AT 7130 PM

Gypsy Spirit

FRIDAY, JULY 28 AT 8 PM Tclmikovsky Spccmcul:u-
FRIDAY, AUQ. B AT 8 PM
BATURDAY. AUG. 10 AT 8 PM

Featuringthe complete 1812 Overture
| Celebrating Sarah Vaughan

# with Dianne Reeves
BUNDAY, JULY 28 AT 7:30 PM
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