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Filmmaker leaves documentaries for movie made in Michigan:

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
BTAFF WaTER

Ichomin@oo.homecomm.neat

Jim Jabara doesn’t acem to
mind leaving behind the clephants
in Sri Lankn and panthers in Tan-
zania for the chance to bring a
heart-warming story with a mes-
sago to the screen, The filmmak-
er's traveled all over the world
making dobumentaries for Nation.
al Geographic, PBS and the Ani-
mal Planet. Now he’s back home
in Michigan to begin shooting a
film abiofit*a little boy with cere-
bral palsy, |

Jobara's slready put in plenty of
leg workigcduting locations in Ply-
mouth, Brighton and surrounding
areas in order to make the movie
tentatively titled Discovery on
Blackbird Island after a book by
Johnnie Tuitel. Securing rignta to
the story,'writing a script and
finding investors are just n few of
the tnske' needed to lay the
groundwork before filming begina
in mid-July:

“I think‘you can make a good
film anywhere but it's hard in
Michigan to pitch people,” said
Jabara™whose public servico
announcement for Michigan's loon
license plate can be seen locz!ly.
“Banks don't have good fecling
about movids. It's a foreign subject
to them.™ . -

But Jabara isn't about to give up

Fil

on the project featuring a heroic-
type character confined to a
wheelchair, Jabara and wife
Josephine believe in the film.
Since founding Our Small Planct
Films and Multimedia in 1891,
they've produced award-winning
movies around the world. It's time
to toll n atery with role models
who set a good example for chil-
dren. Jamie, the youngest of their
three children, has cerebral palsy
and is a hero to them,

“It's about these kids discover-
ing cats nnd dogs who were put
there by a person working with an
organization involved with steal-
ing animals to sell them to Inbora-
tories,” snid Jabara. “Through a
acries of clues, they erack a pet
theft ring. It's all about animnl
welfare and what Johnnie can't do
but can do,

“Thore’s not tao many filmy
where a kid with a disability can
be a hero.”

“There are really two rcasons for
making it,” added Joscphine, vice
president of United Cerebral

Palsy-Michigan. *There's & Inck of

maovies that don't contain foul lan-
guage and bad role models. I'm
active in schools and the parents
complain about it all the time, and
second, that you're a kid whether
you have a disnbility or not.
“There are 500,000 pcople with
cerchral palsy in the U.S. right

ker Jim Jabara leaves the

wild behind to tell a [ictianalized story about a little

boy with cerebral pa.

sy. Jabara is pictured durin,

ﬁlming’qﬁimjects with Michigan black bears an

Asianelephants.
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now. We wanted Lo make o family
feature film but it's been difficult
to find someone with a disability,
ages 11 to 14, with acting experi-
ence.”

They're still looking for a child
to fill the role regardless of acting
credentinls. Age s critical, the
younger the better, because
Jabarn would eventually like to
turn all four of Tuitel’s books into
films,

“We have sameone in ming but
we'd still like to find out if there's
anyonc with a disability with act-
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ing experience or a hidden talent
to send in an audition tape,” said
Jaobara.

Maoking this film may be the
biggest challenge in Jabara's
career 8o far, onc he never envi-
sioned while making videos of his
band while a student at the old
Plymouth High School on Main
Street. In fact, it wasn't until after
receiving o degree in environmen-
tal education 25-years ago that
Jabara decided to go into televi-
sion production.

From there it was on to filming
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The Sloth Bear for international
distribution in the series Wild

television stations in Italy, Ger-
many, The Netherlands, France,
and A 1i e

Asian Eleph : Want.
ed Alive, and Florida Panther, co-
produced with Living Planct, for
the Endangered series, Along the
way he met Josephine at a televi-
sion conference in Washington,
D.C. Jabara continued p i

For more information about
auditioning for the role or helping
in any way, call the East Lassing
production company at (617) 351-
1660 or send e-mail to movie@
oursmalipl com. More infor-

documentaries including Th'(:
Golden Jackal fer National Geo-
graphic, and various footagh for
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mation can also be found at the
Web site: www.oursmaliplanet.
com,
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1045 Brush Straet, Detroit, Michigan
on the corner of Brush and Monroe in Delroil’s historic Greektown district.
For resarvations call 313-965.1245




