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The show goes on for another year with growing pains

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
STAFY WRITER
Ichomlin@oc.homecomm.net

Not that visitors will notice
but the Ann Arbor Art Fairs are
experiencing growing paina, The
original Ann Arbor Street Art
Fair will move to a new site in
2003 to make room for Art Fair
Villnge, and that takes plenty of
plapning,

Until three yoars ngo, therc
wore only three fairs — Ann
Arbor Street, State Street and
the, Summer Art Fair. The
expansion of Art Fair Village in
2003 from 44 to ::00 exhibitors
wxll bring the total number of
artists to npprnxmmtnly 1,200.
This year's arts extravaganza,
W‘bdnusdnyASnturduy. July 17

Ann Arbor Art Fairs

Ann Arbor

www,nnnarhor.org
6 p.m. Satu-day, July 20

School {(Main

until 7 p.m, Saturdty, For Information,
at www.iheride. org

What: More thon 1,000 artists exhiblt works in four street fairs. Live
entertsinment and children’s hands-on activities offered In several loco-
tlons. For mora information, call {B00) 8889487 or visit the Web site at

Whan: 1) a.m, to 9 p.m, Wedncsday-Friday, July 17-19, and 10 a.m. to
Shuttios: Park ot Briarwood Mall {off 1-94 at State St.} or Ploneer High

nd Stadlum) and 7ida o the falis. The fare Is $3 for ages B
and up {$1.50 each way). Hours are 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. Wednesdoy-Friday,

Art Falrs

coll {734} 996-0400 or visit the Wed

20, will dazzle fair gaers with
nearly 1,000 painters, sculptors,
photographers, jewelers,
ceramists, and fiber and metal
artists,

“It's been a very emotional
year,” said Shary Brown, execu-

tive director of the Ann Arbor
Strect Art Fair on South and
Enst University and Church
streets. “This has been our home
for 43 years and the merchants
have been supportive of us and
make us feel at home in the
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neighborhaod. Yet as wo've
become familiar with our new
locntion the possibilitics seem
endless, Our excitement is at the
surface. There's a sadness but a
celebration of our old location,
The challenge is planning for
two years at once with the same
resources. We'll have en info
booth by Burton carillon tower to
lot people know about the
changes,

“But this year cverything
remains pretty much the same,
There’s always an artist's
demonstration going on. People
can take a look in the guide for
the schedule or download it
before they come. It's a very
interesting way of secing artists
at work, We'll have 70 new
artists, There are two I'm espe-
cially excited about — one who
makes twig furniture and a cou-
ple of artists demonstrating with
a hat making machine.”

Returning artist

Barbara Abel returns to booth
A104 with her eerio photographs
of mannequiny in all stages of
disrepair, The images can bo
scen on her Web site at
www.abelphotography.com. Abel
does nbout 19 shows a year
including Art & Apples Satur-
day-Sundny, Sept. 7-8 in
Rochester. She started taking
the disturbing images in 1994
Jjust before Mario's Mannequins
closed in Detroit,

“People identify with the faces
and emotions,” said Abel of West
Bloomfield. “The faces draw
them in. They gencrate excite-
ment to sce the likeness of
women back then, They were
modeled from women from 1890
to 1940. They would pose and
then molds would be made and
wax poured into them and
human hair added. They're a lit-
tle disconcerting to people.”

The process to create the pho-
toﬁ;rluphs was cven strange for
Abel.

*It was quite cerie being alone
with them on the third oor with
this bank of wind and creak-

where to turn first,”

Candy Borowski's work is
noarly as mysterious as the
mannequin  images, The
Rochester Hills ceramist hand
builds contemporary wall hang-
ings. A potter for the first 10 of
her 20-years in clay, Borowski
became bored with making 100
candlesticka at a time. Visitora
can find her in booth C 216 of
the Summer Art Fair presented
by the Michigan Guild of Artists
ond Artisans,

“They're almost like hicro-
glyphics people say. They're (rom
patterns I carved into plastie,”
snid Borowski who spent a year
studying cloy at Oakland Com-
munity College in Auburn Hills,
“Everything is mounted on
{ramed glass, The clay covers 90
percent of the glass, Right now
I'm working every day and wait-
ing for my last frame order to
come in because it takes two
weeks for the glue to dry.”

© Tom LeGault is just ns husy

painting his northern Michigan
and impressionistic scencs.
Between now and Dec. 1 he'il do
many shows including Art on the
Lake in Troy Aug. 26, Shelby
Township Art Fair Aug, 10-11,
the Clarkaton Arts & Crafts
Cider Festival Sept. 21-22, and
several more in Ohio, Clncngn
and Kentucky. Look for him in
booth 343 at the corner of Mnin
and Liberty. Rain or shine he's
usually painting up a storm.

“This year I'm doing impres-
sionistic works with super thick
paint almost like clay,” said
LeGault of Plymouth, “I started
out working with clay more than
30 years ago. This is almost like
sculpting with pnint. I don't
know how many I'll be able to
paint on site because it's been so
hot. I'm drinking gallens of
water and toughing through it.
The paint wants to dry woy too
fast so I'm doing the thick body
paintings in the studio,”

While LeGault uses acrylics,
Laura Amendt paints with
stained glnss, She'll bring her

ing floors nnd all of the bodies,
But I loved it. I didn't know

panels and sculp-
tural free-standing tower picces

Fine work: Frank Yanke creates contemparar:y chelr:y

with precious jewels and goi

Thought pravakfng  Bar
bara Abel titles this eerie
photograph “Suspicion.”

to booth 189 of the Summer Art
Fair. Amendt began ¢reating
them 10 years ago nllerln (ng o
clnas in Farmington. This is her
second fair in Ann Arbor.. .

“] was an art major at Kela-
mnzoo College where I.lgarned
design, There are a lot of refer-
ences to Frank Lloyd Wright and
Mondrian,” said Amendt; a Live-
nia artiat. “I use buvelcd‘ glass —
circles, rectangles, squares when
I'm creating a design. 1'lay them
out in a pattern and, greate
shapes around those, It's all
done on paper first. I like work-
ing with the shapes, the play of
color,”

Amendt also enjoys traveling
to as far ns Texas to show her
art. This yoar she'll do"8 to 10
shows in Wisconsin, Teaverse
City and South Hnven.

“I like Ann Arbor,”
Amendt, “There’s so much there
to sce, the variety.”

Summer Art Fair director
Matt Ostafiewski doesn't ‘éxpect
that to change. Visitors will find
480 artista from 37-states in the
two locations.

“A lot of our fair isn't differ-
ent,” said Ostafiewski. “We're
trying ta put on the best fair pos-
sible. There will be performances
apaces, demonstrations, hands-
on art activitics in the Imagina-
tion Station but you gan n't go
through all tho chungcs-m 2003
without some kind of sido cilects,
Tho four fairs have worked very
closoly for anything we can do
this year. You have to be excited
that there’s going to'be¢’ more
artists on the strect.” "~ -

Maggie Ladd is more than
enthusinstic about increasing
the amount of exhibitors in Art
Fair Village in 2003; A6 fair
director and executive diFector of
the South University Area Asso-
cintion which puts on the fair,
sha's eager to talk about the
artista diaplaying cln& fiber,
paintinga, mixed medias sculp-
ture, photography and Jewelry

n Church, hotween SAuth Uni-
vers)ty and Willn;

“Art Fair Village hn: 4 festival
atmosphere with some of tho
fineat artists from New York,
California, Colornde.‘merldn.
Grand Rapids, and Virginia. I'm
80 happy we have thog& hrtists
as a base for next yejtrs We'll
invite about 100 and choose the
rest from applications. I'm real-
ly; really excited. We're talking
about having a mentor program
where established artists wi)l
help emerging ones next year,”

Highly textured: Tom LeGault uses a palette knife
Look for him on the corner of Main and Liberty, ,

to build up textune ina Iandacapc.




