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Include imagination when arranging flowers

Our gardens are bloaming profusely now and we
can gather flowers for nrrnngnmv.-nlu and bou-
quets to our hearts’ content.,

Ir it's only one stem ar a nrnnl big buncly, your ’

home or outdoor hv:n;, spnce, will be a brighter

pluce for your effort!
GARDEN Before ;’,‘;‘. go'to the garden,
SPOT Iook around your home to find
o container that will comple-
ment the flowers you will
choose, andithe decor.

There are basically six cate-
gories fun(hc shopes: eylinder,
sphere,‘lidttle, low pan, pail
and trumpet. I'm sure you'll
find several of these in your
stash if not alk.

Dan’t let the fact that you've
never used a particular picce
for flowers deter you, Use
your imagination and give
)l)urlmlf time to enjoy the

expericnce. :

We often see pnmrcﬂ of gardeners gatheriny
flowers and putting them in nbasket. Rather than
Joing that, take o contniner nl‘ witer to put the
flowers in.

Cut the stem at an angle so lhcru iy more area
for water to fill. Then when.you're indoors, cut
“them again to the proper Ienglh

Generally’ warm water is best, but if you're
chaosing flowers grown from bu!b»t. such os lilies
and irises, immerse the stem in a deep container of
cold water, not warm; the flowers will stay fresh
longer. .

+ Here are some nu;‘gunumw

@A tall bud vose in the same color as the flower

B A flower with a pale color such as yellow or
pale pink in a white vase !

B A large, single bloom in an old bottle, perhaps
with a tint of green or blue

M A single blossom flontinf in n shallow bowl
.can be impressive.

- All who see any of these displays will under-
stand how much you appreciate the beauty of one
particular flower.

We often feel that we have to use n mnm) of
ﬂoucr« Set a bunch of one kidd of flower in a clear
vase and let the stems be partof the show,

. Remove all the foliage and lay ench flower neross
yuur hand and position the flower so the stem
.crosses the next. Slightly twist the hunch before
placing them in the vase, This “teepee” effect also
supports the arrungement.

+. The latest trend is to cut the stems very short
dnd bunch them into the bowl ta create n Victorian
look. Large flowers look best such ns roses, peonies
and hydrangens, An old epergne raises lhc digplny
to another level. Another iden is to place three
bleoms in three short beverage glasses and sot
them on a pedestal eake plate:

Irises and daylilies don't Inst very long ns cut
ﬂo\\‘urs but they sure de glow when they are put in
a short vase and allawed (o edgende gently over the
sides,

‘The idea is to create an \IIuLmn of lurhness,

If you have a metal conthiner or basket that
gives the Jook you want, put h container that does-
n't lenk inside and you have the heginnings of an

Aanusunl display, ane that is your own choice.

Sometimes it’s necessary ta use u frog to hold the

ivurm/ FIGLEY

Mazty FiGLLy
In place: Sky blue-hyacinths in a glass
vase are both simple and elegant, Fold
the edge of a wired ribbon over the open-
ing of the vase to hold it in place and tie
a pretty bow.

stems, especiatly when a “fewer is more” display is
wanted. To protect the vase from being scratehed
by a metal frog, place it on a cushion of plastic
wrap.

A floral preservative will help to keep the flaw-
ers fresh, as does a daily change of water.

If your garden is so full of plants that you have
some to share, invite a friend or two to come nnd
gather and arrange with you.

Perhnps you could exchange a plant or two to
add to your gurdmu

GOOD GARDEN TIP

It's still nccuwmr) to water, feed, dendhead and
spray or dust our garden plants.

Mnr.’y Figley is an advanced master gardener
based in Birmingham. You can leave her a message
by dialing (734} 953-2047 on « touch-tone phone.
Her fax ntumber is (248) 644-13 14,

reg.
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GARDENING CALENDAR -

W The Michigan Regiona) Lily
Snciety will have its 40th annu-
al Lily Show Saturday, July 13,
at The Community House, 380
5. Bates, south of Maple and
east of Southficld Rond in Birm-
inghnny.

Many beautifu) stems of col-
orful hybrid lilies will be din-
played. Admisaion is free. The
show will be open for public
viewing 1-6 p.m.

You don’t need to be o mem-
ber to enter n hybrid lily stem
in the competition. Registration
of stems will take place 9-11
a.m. Help will be available if
you have never entered a stem
in o show before.

W English Gardens conducts
free gardening seminors for the
public 16 a.m. Saturdays at its
five metro Detroit stores,
including locations in West
Bloomfield {phone (248) 851-
7500), Royal Oak (phone {248)
280-9500) and Dearborn
I{vl;,hln (phone (315) 278-

4433),

In Perennial Gardening July
13, learn about favorite peren-
nials, and how to select plants,
combine colors and care for
perennials during and after the
growing senson.

For more information, call
{800) 335-GROW or visit
www.englishgardens.com.

B Merrittscnpe Inc's annunl
D1)hl (*You pick ‘em, we
dig ‘em”) is here again, 9 a.m.
to 7 p.m. Saturday-Sunday,
July 13-14, and 9'a.m. to 6
p.m. July 20-21. Merrittscape
Inc. is at 5940 Cooley Loke
Road in Waterford, Call (248)
681-7955.

Thousands of hybrid daylilies
are now in bloam, as well as a
lurge variety of hostns and
perenninls, At plants are 20
percent off,

Daylily and hosta lectures
will take place at noon, so come
prepared ith questions,
Refreshments will be served.
Youngsters can meet Tailgate
the Clown.

B Congress has declared 2002
the Year of the Rose. Roger and
Nancy Lindley, owners of Great
Lakes Roses, are celebrating
with n serivd of programs 1 p.m.
Saturdays that will enable
Michigan gardeners to succeed
with roses this summer.

Each presentation will last
about an hour, Grent Lakes

Granite 3cm thick!

84595 S/F RosaBeta
$4595 S/F  Luna Pearl
$4595 S/F  Desert Gold
$49.95 S/F  Impala Black
$49.95 S/F  Verde Butterly
$52.95 S/F Absolute Black

All prices inciude installation &
measurement, straight polished edge

[ntroducing Silkstone!
s29 95 s/f [nstalled!

20 s/t minimum

Tumbled Marble

4x4 All Colors
*8.75 S/F - *B.95 S/F

Black Jack Slate
12x12 "1.99 S/IF

" Southfield

' 23455 Telegraph Rd.

248-356-6430

Visit one of our Showrooms!

on Inckxies Wayne, Cakland, and Macom Counfies.
w.;mwwmwmwwm:
Subject 10 $tock on hand.
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VENTORY
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Roses is at 498756 Willow Roud,
between Rawsonville and
Sumpter (Believille) ronds in
Sumpter Townuhip, just south
of Belleville. Call (734) 461-
1230 or visit www.Grent-
LakesRoses.com.

Growing Roses in Containers
will be the tnplc July 13, The
Llndleys will give a hands-on

B The Michigan Cactus npd
Succulent Society will haveh
ficld trip to Arrowhead Alpines,
1310 Gregory in Fowlerville, 11
a.m. Sunday, July 14, Call (248)
524-0227 for more informatijn,

B The Michigan School of
Gardening offers speciulty gng
Just-for-fun classes at The Conr
mumly Houue 380 S. Bates.in

ration of techniques for
planting and growing roses in
pots, window boxes and hang-
ing baskets. The program is
free. Reservations aren’t
required,

W Seven .magnificent private
gardens in Ookland County
will be open to the public 10
a.m. to 4 p.m, Sunday, July 14,
rain or shine, as part of the
Open Days Program of The
Garden Conservancy. Three are
in Beverly Hills, three are in
Bloomficld Hills and onc is in
Southfield,

Admission is $5 at each gar-
den. Reservations aren't
required. Call (888) 842-2442
for more information and
wheelchair accessibility,

The tour starts ot Judy’s Gar-
den, 3816 Cottontni) Lane in
Bloomfield Hills. The site in
hetween Lahser ond Tel

Bir

They include English Gar-
dens: Capturing the Magic, 10
a.m, to noon Tuesday, July 16,
The class will feature a sfide
tour of gardens in England; o
look at the elements of English
design, and tips on design and
plantings to re-create -pan
English garden in your dwn
back yard. Fee is $20.

To register for this class, or"to
request a achedule, call The
Community House at (248) 644-
5832,

8 The Shelby Gardeners Club
will present the Shelby Town-
ship Garden Walk 1-8:30 p.m.
Thursday, July 18, rain or
shine.

Tickets are $7 in advance, $10
doy of walk. Tickets are avail-
uble from the Shelby Library,
Shelby Parks and Recreation
and club L On the day

north of Maple ofl Gilbert Lake
Road. Visitors will be given a
flier that gives driving direc-
tions to the other gardens.

The Garden Conservancy’s
Open Days Dircctory: The Guide
to Visiting Hundreds of Ameri-
ca's Beat Private Gardens, 2002
Editien lists the gardens
around the country that are in
the program, and contains an
order form for a boak of Open
Days discount coupons (six for
$25, or six for $20 for Garden
Conservancy members).

Each listing includes o gar-
den description, travel direc-
tions, and the dates and times
each garden is open. Many pub-
lic gardens are also featured.

The 512-page directory costs
$15.95 and is available wherev-
er books are sold.,

To order the directory — with
an additional $4.50 for ship-
ping and hondling — write The
Garden Conservancy, P.O, Box
219, Cold Spring, NY 10516, or
call (888) 842-2442 between 9
a.m. and 5 p.m, The coat is
$10.95 for Garden Conservancy
members, plus shipping and
handling.

Marble - Granite -
Why buy countertops at retail when you can buy direct.
Since we fabricate at our own locations, we beat the “Big Box™
store pricing. We offer quick delivery and personalized service.

of the event, tickets will be
available at Heritage Garden in
Shelby Township, 52700 Vpan
Dyke (Jack Millard Blvd.»,
south of 24 Mile Road, where
the walk will start.

The walk will feature sev, !.-ll
benutiful and exciting gurdens.
Proceeds benefit public garden
projects.

M The S.E. Michigan Bromeli-
ad Society will make a field trip
to Dale Meier's home in Mul-
land to view his extensive
greenhouse colleetion 2 popi.
Saturdny, July 20, Visitars are
welcome. For information, cull
(248} 380-7359.

KITCHEN REFACING
FREE ESTIMATES

west {(734) 421-8151
sornn-east (810) 751-1848

WWW CaRIeTen com

Silkstone®

Farmington Hills

(248) 426-0093

™8 colors fo choose from
2 cm Thick

Wa stock over fifteen hundred slabs of Marble,
Granite and Silkstone in over eighty unique
colors. We stock the largest selection of
imported ceramic tile In Michigan.

Check our prices first!

Ceramic Tile Sales Inc.
Marble & Granite Shop

24301 Indoplex Circle

F 8:30-8:00; Sat 9:00-5:00

TR pokshed e,

Rochester
1972 Star Batt Dr.
248-853-4654

: M-1-Th 8:30-5:00;
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