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I went around
the office last
week and got
varying opinions
about this
“Shockers” inci-
dent, which cost
Westland John
Glenn varsity
baseball conch
Todd Duffield
his job last
month.

Lvo had numerous emaila and
queries nbout what is the “real
s€ary” behind all of this.
°S6 what is the “real reason?”
Why did the players decide to
cuntr.v up with a slogan “Shock-
ers’! for the 2002 scason and
wear it on the back of their
swyentshirts?
The players’ rationale to
Dufﬁuld “We're going to shock
thc world this season. Thcy
were going to be like th
the five freshman starters from
tHe University of Michigan who
shook the college basketball
world during early "90s,

‘More commonly, it's a phrase
whirh was patented back in the
'6Ds by heavyweight champion

Mubammad Ali.

Upon my investigation, appar-
ently the word “Shockers” is a
term that some young males like
to sling around school and in the
lockerroom.

to escape.

What really got Duffield
tagged out? First, the playera
who entne up with the original
idea aren't looking so slick right
now. It cost this man hm job.

Di over fund:

But it's also sexunlly offe
and embarrasaing to the oppo-
mite gender. What may have
been better left unsaid and
behind closed doors became an
open sore sceping out on the
backs of sweatshirts donned in
the hatlways of Glenn High.

But I'm stiil trying to come to
grips about why Dufficld, a for-
mer Glenn player, got canned?

When he offered to have the
slogan removed nfter a meeting
with Glenn principal Joan Sedik,
you would have thought the mat-
ter would have been resolved.

And why would 2 guy who
loved to coach baseball so much
throw away an epportunity after
18 yenrs? Apparently his 23-8
record this past senson couldn’t
snve this sinking Rocket ship.

Dufficld was caught in a pickle
between the front office of the
Wayne-Westiand Community
Schools and his own players, It
was a rundown he wnen't going

ing nc!lvmea in prevmun years

Why was outgoing Glenn ath.
letic director Gerald Szukaitis
bypassed entirely? And why did
Scdik have to solve this issue by
involving the front office?

She apparently was the one
who reccived the original com-
plaint that “Shockers” was sexu-

between Glenn b
and the administration also set
the tone for a frosty relntionship.
The two sides clashed over
fundraisers, namely outfield
banner signs, suggested field
improvement projects and a golf
outing.

So was Duffield in on the slo-
gan “Shockers?"

He denies being n party to it
and only learned about it well
afler the fact, kept in the dark
like most clucless adults - such
as myself = who never heard of
such a term in that context,

Superintendent of Schools Dr,
Gregory Baracy, however,
remaing adamant that his nssis-
tant superintendent Dan Slee
did a thorough investigation and
had just-cause to make hia deci-
sion.

Could things have been han-
dled differently? You bet,
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of coursn when I tried to
press Sedik about the investiga-
tion, she pulled o Jose Jimenez
on me, “I know nothing or see
nothing,”. wns basically her
response about the incident,
referring all questions to Slee.

edik, ironically, wasted little
ume in hiring a new varsity girls

ketball conch (Mike Schue
without giving new athletic
director Ron Targosz an opportu-
nity to make the hire when he
took. over July 1.

Why didn't she defer that deci-
sion to Slee?

Slee, however, sent a three-
paragraph letter to Duffield on
June 14, stating: “I believe you
demonstrated n lack of accept-
able leadership in that matter,
both before the shirts were
imprinted and after questions
arose about thosc shirts in

February or March.

“Thia is not the typo of leader-
ship, or lack of thereof, that we
expect of our coaches.”

And when n conch of 16 years
geta the final heave-ho, docan’t
ho deserve a final face-to-face
mecting?

Pve spoken with Baracy in the
past and felt it was only right to
get an answer straight from the
top. Baracy explained to me the
connotation of the term “Shock-
ers.” It's something you could
print in Hustler magazine, but
not in the Observer.And he
remaing convinced that Slec's
investigation had just-cause.

Some renders, however,
remain puzzled by all of this,
especially Robert Goodwin, who
wrote me this recent email:

“I read with intercat your July
4 article about the Westland
John Glenn coach being fired
over the slogan on the backs of
the stocatshirts worn by the base-
ball team.

“Imagine my surprise to find
the offending slogan was 'Shock-
ers.”

“As a proud graduate of Wichi-
ta State University - honte of the

Shockers, as pointed out,
article - that's the first
heard of this term being
offensive,

"{By the way, the terns.
er’ came from the eariS:Hays of
the uchool when membarsiof the
athletic teams toere enigpged in
the Kaneaas wheat haypest. In
those days, the wheat et by
hand and bundled intg-ahocks'
of wheat on the ficlds. n./'arc,
the term “Shocker” colthated
strength, hard work andcé a strong
connection with the lani
bad set of values.) .

“I hope some day tbT
stand the process by which com-
monly used phrases are ﬂumchaw
transformed over time into being
unacceptable. Who are the judges
and what are the rules of evi-
dence used in this procesg?. .

“Like couch Dufﬁcld didn"t
know the ‘new’ mvamu[z ‘of this
term, either,”

Thanks, Robert, 1 couldn’t
have said it any better. - -

(Enmons is the Livonia-West.
fand sports cditor for the Obscry-
cr and can be reached at (734)
953-2123 or by c-mail at bemona
@oc.homecomm.net.) .

Bucks battle Invaders to draw

BY C.J. RISAK
STAFF WRITER
cjrisnk@oc.homecomm.net

Once again, the weather was
hot Sunday. And once aguin, the
Mid-Michigan Bucks were not.

There were improvements for
the Bucks, who hosted the Indi-
ana Invaders in a Premier
Development League soccer
match at Canton High School.

They surrendered just one
goal, after giving up nine in their
previous two games. But, despite
controlling the play, the Bucks
could not mount enough offense
to get what they necded most —
a victory.

Instead, they scttled for o 1-1
draw.

“We were a little better organ-
ized (defensively),” said Bucks
coach Dario Brose, his team’s
winless streak now at four
games. “Obviously, our finishing
wasn't there.”

The defense wasn't perfect,
however. The Invaders, now 6-4-
3 overall, struck first when the
Bucks' Boyzzz Khumale was
called for a takedown inside the
penalty aren 10 minutes into the
match, Leo Peirano converted
the penalty kick and Indiana
had a 1-0 lead.

“You come out and give up
something like that right away,”
said Brose, who plnyed nearly
the entire match in the midfield.
“You're down 1-0 and you have
to chase the game.

“We've been doing this all year
long.”

The Invaders gained no
momentum from the goal.
Instend it was the Bucks who
surged, taking control of the play
and keeping it for most of the
match,

“They're a very explosive

n SOCCER

team,” Invaders’ coach Mario
Manta of the Bucks. “They have
n lot of good players, a lot of
experienced players who have
played at the highest level.

“They controlled the midficld,
that was the difference, Chris
Sawyer was a giant in goal (for
us),”

He was, but he couldn't pre-
vent the Bucks from knotting the
score in the 36th minute, After
relentlessly pressuring inside
the Invaders’ zone, Pat Noonan
ficlded a pass from Brose and
punched a shot past Sawyer to
tie it at 2-1,

The Bucks continued to get the
better chances through the sec-
ond half and both 10-minute,
sudden-death overtimes, but
could not convert. Ryan Mack
(Birmingham) got n shot past
Sawyer in the 79th minute but
Indiana defender Jerry Ryback
was there to block it, and with
five minutes left in regulation
Sawyer got just a picce of
Stephan David's shot, sending it
into the post and out of bounds.

Mid-Michigan had an 8.4 ghet
advantage in the first half and o
9-7 edge in the second.

The draw had an adverse
affect on the Bucks’ playoff
chances. They got just one point,
giving them 40 for the scason
with an 8-5-2 record; West
Michigan’s 6-2 triumph ot Day-
ton improved its record to 8-6-0
with 39 points, and the Edge
have played ane fewer game.

The Chicago Fire Reserve have
Jjust about clinched the title in
the Great Lakes Division with a
12-1-1 mark and 54 points

(through Sunday). Thu Bucks
are clinging to second place, the
last playofTl berth, but both West
Mlchxgnn and Indinna (wnh 30
points in 13 games) ara.in the
hunt.

“We always kill ouraclvca.
said Brose, his team ‘having
allowed 31 gonls, the wecond-
highest total in the division. “On
certain days we do {plny well),
but we're very inconsisteat,

“We've had so mnny, changes
in our lineup. There dref't too
many peeple who have solidified
their spots,”

Whlch is why Brose, who was
starting for the MLS- ohampmn
Snn Jose team prior to getting
injured last season, has been
forced to insert himself into the
Bucks' lineup. .-

“I'd rather have those guys out
there,” he snid. “But we-have
people injured, pcnple alspend-
cd, people on vacatio
Fourth of July.,” .

In the Bucks' case, it seems
some guys have been on vucntwn
longer than that.

Notos: The Bucks went Into-Sunday's
match with 8 1-1-0 record inaverime
games., Now they are 1-1-1, vjib dn eotii.
er draw against Indlana In o multh SUs-
pended by foul weathor . . . 2

As if they didn’t have unuu&':!joubla.
Migway through the first 10-ménute over-
timo, Bucks® forward Pat NooBan, who
scored their only gool in the maich, and
Invaders’ defender Oscor Logel fot tan-
gled up and some pushing and_shoving
ensued. Both were red<arded;ond cject.
ed, which means neither can piey in theic
1leam's next gama.

Noanan is the Bucks® leodlog: scorer
with seven goals and two as3Ists (16
points). The Bucks ploy a palr.qt tondivi-
sion motches agoinst Thundey Bay in
Sault Ste. Marle this weekend. _ _
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