== Farmington @hsewer”

Your hometown newspaper serving Farmington and Farmmgton Hills for J.I 5 years

www.observerandeccentr

Farmington, / Fanmington Hills, Michigan

Homecoming: Alumni of
the St. Vincent and Sarah
Fisher Center will gather
on the grounds Sunday,
July 14 to reminisce and
celebrate the center’s
150th anniversary. A high
point will be the opening
of a cornerstone originally
filled and sealed in 1929,
at approximately 1:15

Backpacking 101: The
-‘Benchmark will be host--
ing a series of outdoor
clinics during the Farm-
ington Area Founders
Festival, kicking off
Wednesday, July 17 at 6
p.m. with Backpacking
101, For more informa-
tion about times and top-
ics, call (248) 477- 8116

Founders Festival: Festivi-
ties for this year’s Farm-
ington Area Founders
Festival begin Thursday,
July 18 with food ven-
dors, rides, local mer-
chants displays, commer-
cial booths, a craft show
and artists, in the Down-
town Farmington Center
Parking lot (Grand River
and Farmington Roads),
beginning at 9 a.m. Art
on the Grand opens at the
same time in Memorial
Park, on Grand River just
west of Farmington Road.
For more information, log
onto the festival Web site:
www.foundersfestival.com
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“Burning lessons
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Tralning day:
Farmington Hills
Fire Department
held a training fire
on Fendt Road west
of Gill on Thursday
evening. The thick
smoke went nearly
straight up, creating
a beacon for local
folks who spotted
the dark column
and went to sce
what it was all
about.
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DDA to
interview
finalists

® Farmington Downtown
Development Authority offi-
cials will decide August 8
whether to have the full
board interview finalists for
the executive director post,
or whether to have a subcom-
mittee handis the work.
Either way, they'd prefer to
keep the interviews closed to
the public.

BY SUE BUCK
STAFF WRITER
sbuck@oc.homecomnunet

Farmington Downtown Development
Authority officinla expect to interview
three to five candidates for executive
director, n position that will be open with
the retirement of Judy Downey.

The application period closes July 22.

The DDA director will plan and coordi-
nate activities in the downtown arca.
Downey, who retires at the end of the
year, has held her position for 10 years.

“We want somebody before the end of
the year,” snid DDA president Ron Ogles-
by. This will allow time for the new per-
son to acclimate,

The position will pny $47,000-553,000.

Oglesby isn't involved with the selec-
tion process. DDA members Bob Hein-
rich, Suzanne Paul and Joyce Cornwell
serve on the search/selection committee,

‘The DDA at its regutar 8 a.m. Aug. 6
meeting will decide whether the inter-
views with the three finalists will be
before the full board or just the
search/selection committee, Heinrich
soid.

“This is not an appointed position,”
Heinrich said. *It's an employee position.
It's an issue of confidentinlity. A number
of people don’t want their applications
disclosed.”
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Kraizman has
unique practice

8Y PAUI- P.ACE
ppncw\w hemccnmm nct

Sidney Kraizman, 56, is running for
judge in the 47th District Court race,
he attorney, who has lived in Farm-
ington Hills for 17 years has been in
practice for 31 years, said he has han-
dled hundreds of civil and criminal
cases.
“I have a unique lnw practice where
one-third of my clicnts are deaf or hard

of hearing. I

have judicial H The attorney,

expericnee 08 Who has lived
In Farmington

a special edu-
ti enri

cation henrine  Hills for 17

said of the Yyoars has been

state-appoint- | practice for

ed position he
haa held since 31 yoars, sald

1995, he has handled
Kraizman hundreds of
said he has a clvil and criml-

passion for

helping the nal cases.

denf and hard

of hearing, as

one of his two daughters suffers from a

hearing impairment. He is married to
clen.

The attorney also spearheaded a
summer camp for the deaf and hard of
hearing where up to 40 children onjoy
a camping experience each summer.

He said he wns instrumental in
encouraging hospitals to perform hear-
ing tests on nowborns and initiated the
advocncy movement that holped cstab.
lish the procedure,

Kraizman feels his leadership in this
aren demonstrates his ability to sit on
the 47th District Court beneh,

“I can take the leadorship role to

Plonsc sco KRAIZMAN, A6
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Leib says age
isn’t an issue

BY PAUL PACE
STAVF WRITER
ppace@oc.homecomm.net

Larry Leib is a third generation
attorney and a sharcholder in a prac-
tice he shares with his father and
another relative,

“I've been involved in law all my life,
ho said.

‘The 34.ycar-old, who {8 married to
Dori and has a newborn daughter,
wants to fill the 47th District judgeship
vacated when Judge Frud Harris
retires this year.

Leib grew up in West Bloomf eld and
hos apent the last nine years living in
Farmington Hilla,

ol He was nn ndjunct pmfﬁasor at tho

»

where he tnught law clnsses. And ho
has been appointed as an arbitrator
during his 10-year carcer.

His firm's clients include private cor-
porations, businesses, organizations,
families and individuals. And he has
repreasented .
clionts as HHe was
plaintiff and an adjunct |
defense in civil profossor at
defended crim-  the Unlversity
inal cnses.

and Concordia
aggressive where he :
approach to taught law
Court, includ-
ing making ita hours more accommo-

cases and
of Michigan

Leib sug-
gests an
improving the :
47th District classes. i
dating to the _Publlc by holding muunu
court. pi in the"

Raczkowski’s
goal: fairness

By JoNT HUBRED
STAFF WRITER
Jhubred@oc.homecomm.not

People recognize Annette Raczkows-
ki's name — her brother-in-law, Andrew,
is n long-time Farmington area state
ropresentative now running for U.S.
Senate.

Her goal is to make sure thoy know
she'a tho candidate for 47th District

nl Fndernt[nn -

Area Jaycees and the Puluh Amenmn

gress, she has also vol d to
g\vo pm beno legal advice on Law Day,
May 1.

“l’vo gotten” vnry comfortable with
the practice of lnw,” she aaid, ndding
she beliavea shu has um right tempera-
mcnt for a judicial pos

think I have a peuonulity that
n'llnm people to approach me.” .
Racxkowski secs a groat opportunity

enrly morning hours sevoral tlmes n

mon
lln said as Judge he wuuld create on

mline operations in the new
h under. {on at 11
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Vosko banks on
trial experience

BY PAUL PACE
STAFF WHITER
ppacc@oc.iomecomm.net

Alan Vosko prides himself on being
non-politicat and won't commit himeelf
{o any party.

The 67-year-old is taking his first
run at political office in the race for
47th District Court judge. Ile snid his
experiencs in Inw shows ho knows how

court judge. the legal system works and can be an
While her brother-in-law has lent his c,'Tegi.iwl:‘judg'-‘:', ) :
support and “Of the other people running I am
p J’Fi tical M Raczkowskl the only one who has hnd trial experi-
advice, I am  gges a great ence for 30 years,” he said. “I know
my own pere vtunlty to both sides of the fence ag for as plain.
son,” the 39- oppol tiff and defense... I know the laws and
year-old Farm- streamline how to render un informed, well-round-
ington Hills op.m[ ed opinion.” he said.
refidcnl said, the o::‘l::t_ Vosko, who is married to Sue and
- A member of new has two adult children, has lived in the
the Women's house, under Fnl;mingtan urmi\ for 28 yl'nrs.l for AMA
Economic constru e works as house counsel for 4
Club, Womon 11 Ml 2“:“ at of Michigan and has spent 17 years
Lawyers Asso- or .d ° with that company and worked nnother
ciation of chard Lak 18 years as a .
Michigan, Roads. plaintiff attor- [l The attorney
NFIB (Nation- ney for two gald he's heen

different law
firma,

“1 defend
peoplo so they
don't lose their
homes,” he
snid.of AAA
clients being
su

Heo has also
dana pro bono
work.

‘Thoe attorney
said he's been nctive in multicuttural
and has talked with stu.

active in multi-
cultural organi-
zations and has
talked with stu-
dents about
what they can
expact in a

courtroom.

Milo and Orchard Lake Ronds,
“We neod to make sure we're using
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denta about what they can expect in n
courtroom.
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