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Water Works Tperforms Taming of the Shrew

Strategically-placed electric him to audition this year,
fans push muggy heat around o Dax Anderson (Tranio) of
church basernent in Royal Oak.  Detroit returmied to the company

Director Mary Locker, dressed  this year because of the “incred!-
in a tee-shirt and shorts, watches  ble experience” he had perform-
intently ns her actors walk ing in A Midswinmer Night's
lhmug{\ ascene from Tamingof  Dream, the company’s first show.
the Shrew. And Shoib Myint of Novi, &

“It’s ol] coming along beauti- professional
fully” she says when the action actor with tele-
stops, “And T know it’s hot in vision, film and
here” theater on his

Hot or not, members of Water resume, enjoys
‘Works Theatre Company are the “spiritofa
grateful for the temporary lodg- new theater”
ing. And they're committed to company. He
the two-year-old company and lays
its summer production of Petruchio, the
Shnkespeare in the park, which intended hus-
opens for a two-week run band for Kate,
Thursdny, July 25 {n Starr Jaycee played by Barb
Park, on 13 Mile, cast of Crooks, Coven of

“Water Works Theatre Whitmore
Company Is comprised of people Lake.
who share a common vision;” Locker's
says founder Ed Nahhat. direction gives
“They're committing their talent the comedy its
and time to enhance our com- contemporary
munity life, That's what's gratify-  couen spin, telling the
ing to me — you can walk o few story of sisters
blocks or drive a few miles and Kate and Bianca aguinst a con-
enjoy professional quality enter-  servative, post-Eisenhower era
tainment” backdrop, By updating the set-

Angela g drives in ting to th 1y 1960s — when
from Imlay City to play aservant, Junc Cleaver and Margaret
arelatively small partin the play,  Anderson (Father Knows Best)
because she heard “great things®  served as role models for femi-
about thenew Roynl Oakcom-  ninity — the actors find the atti-
pany. tude and motivation that help

Roy Sexton (Hortenslo) of modern audiences make sense of
Ferndale, saw last year's produc-  Shakespearc’s work.
tion and "laved it;” compelling Bianca, & “ledy” {n her 1960s
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pearls and hieels, and her suitor,
Lucentio, can't wed until older
sister, Kate, marvies. Kate, a
tomboy in bluc jeans and pony-
tail, is disinclined to become the
Donna Reed version of a “perfect
wife” or even consider a spouse.

*Kate isn't just & cranky
woman. She is someone who cen
hold her own. She’s just fed up
with the whole lot of men;”
Locker explains. *To say that
Kate is just bad-tempered and
needs to be brought toheel — I
don't think that would work for
most people, We tried to finda
time and place where Knte's
crankiness would be under-
standable.

The girls' father arrangesa
marriage between Kate and
Petruchio. Viewers might cringe
at Kntes treatment by her hus-
band-to-be, but under Locker's
direction, it becomes a lesson to
help her recognize love as a basie

need.

“Shrewis a difficult piece for
this day and age. So often it's
done without looking into those
possibilities with psychological
underpinnings,’ 't notes.
“We're building choices that
underpin the text, That's the
glory of Shakespearc, his words
are so malleable. You can say the
words but then use double
meanings..augment it with aset
of cireumstances or attitude,”

Watar Works Theatre Company
Shakespoare in the Park in Royal Oak
prosents

The
Taming
of the
Shrew

i

T E

producer’s mind, a rare entity”
Locker described the Water
Works' founder.

Nahhat is taking slow,
methodical steps toward devel- -~
oping Water Works into a year-
round theater that's known for”..
its summer Shakespeare-in-the-.

park fpmclu jons, :
“I founded Water Worksto =
bulld a professionat theater com-
for this commi 1 J
 for this unityto ¢
complement other cultural offer-

ings we have,” Nahhat says, “I ™

thought the best way was to have
in the park as our=*
signature series. We're Stratford -
onabudget and closer to home.”
The company ed its
performance schedule this year,

o Do T 4 Y Oy BT

al added two more professional
A\ Equity actors to its cast and cre-
Q nted a children's Shakespeare
- 4% July 25 through August 4 “d"nli':lﬂhﬂp. Klgslmkcspef:z;c, for
ren nge 6-18, runs from
Starr Jaycee Park Monday-Wednesday, July 29-31.
Tehos oo s roporecn o aoy o Pachow The and Girls Clubof
O oyl Dok, T By 00 40 G . South Oakland County is accept-
Ay Crut Uricn n Poy. ing registration at (248) 544~
Aana $20 Cidenue 18,510 4166.
Formon " e 24A6.130. A temporary, low-impact fence
i s Ot G O Mo will scpnm;&e performance
frevirooy L/ Tssoor Eovson 800 Bm m:m o lhl::ﬂmofthe pork
Liv's Goetnxt SUresy, 1.00, carby 3
Untad Cvmten Lty 3 00 P rotneon natss *One person came overlast
CormuntrOwat e Amorican Sign Largusgo porarners year, She was worried about

what we were doing but efter she
saw what it was, she invited all
her neighbors (to the play). It

Locker finds satisfs in re- was neat to have that,” Nahhat
telling the traditional tale from a. Says. .
women'’s point of view. Under the telling of the story. ] can't live  Comipany’s production, A Tickets for Taming of the
her direction, Kate's final speech  with the standard Taming ofthe  Midsummer. Night's Dream last  Shrew are $20 for adults and
acknowledges partnership — not  Shrew” year, $10 for children. Shows are
submission as it would inatradi-  Locker, a free-lance casting Nazhhat, an attorney with a ‘Thursday-Sunday, July 25-28
tionnl staging. director and o Detroit resident,  passion for theater, nsked Locker  and Aug. 1-4. Show times are 8
“Everyone needstocometoit  played Titanie, the Queen of to direct Shew this year p.m., Thursday-Saturdny, 3 p.m.
with their own take and justify ~ Faitics, in Water Works Theatre “He's an artistic soul with a Saturday and 7 p.m. Sunday.
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DETROIT SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

AT MEADOW BROOK MUSIC FESTIVAL
+ Starry Nights of Picnics,
Fireworks & Great Music!

Radio Days

Five By Design, vocalists

SR Hunhington

TO
AT 7

I
Gypsy Spirit
FRIDAY. JULY 28 AT 8 PM
Thomas Wilkins, conductor
Peter Soave, accordion and bandoneda

BRAHMS Hungarian Dances
TCHAIKOVSKY *Ciardas” from Swan

PIAZZOLA Adios Nonino
USZT Hungarian Rhapsody No. 2

Pre-concert performance by Immigrant Sons

Lake

A GUIDE

Are you looking for a place to
relax, or a new place to
play....Let us help guide you
fo the perfect Get-Away.

Historic Pentwater
on Lake Michigan

L7k

S -
The bear’s in -
Bed & Continental Bicakhst
Clean, comfartable rooms.
Private bath & cable.

The bear’s in
s 548 Crystal Avenue

Retum to Camelot:

Brahms-by-the-Brook
SATURDAY. JULY 27 AT 8 PM
‘Thomas Witkina, condixtor
Horaclo Qutlémez, piano
BRANMS Piano Concerto No, 1
DVORAK Symphony No. 8

Celebrating Sarah Vaughan

with Dianne Reeves
BUNDAY, JULY 28 AT 7:30 PM
Thomas Wilkins, conductor

Detroic native Dianne Reeves returns home
to honor the legendary Sarh Vaughn with
music from her 2002 Grammy-winning CD,
The Caliing: Celebnaring Sarch Vaughan.

“Tchaikovsky Spectacular
FRIDAY, AUG. D AT 8 PM
SATURDAY, AUQ, 10 AT 8 PM
Featuring che complese 1812 Overrure

Best of Baroque
FRIDAY. AUG. 2 AT 8 PM

Mozart-in-the-Meadows
BATURDAY, AUQ. 3 AT 8 PM
Sandi Patty

BUNDAY, AUQ. 11 AT 7:30 PM
Lemer & Locwe Songbook

BUNDAY, AUQ, 4 AT 7130 M

(231) 869-5967

www.candlewyckhouse.com
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