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County board tinkers with terms
of art tax for November baliot

BY DAN WEST
STATF WRITER

Oakland County voters will
decide the fate of n 0.5-mitll
property tax increase to subsi-
dize 17 metro Detroit muscums.
and cultural facilities on the
Nov. 5 gencral clection ballot,

Maybe,

The 10-year millage will be
on the ballot if the Wayne
County Board of
Commissioners and Detroit
City Council agree with amend-
ments to arts tax legal language
appraved by the Oakland
County Board of
Commissioners last Thursday.

David Doyle, a Lansing-
based consultant who repre-
sents the 17 facilities pushing
for the arts tax, said he remains
confident, it not certain
Detrait, Oakland and Wayne
will come to terms in time to
put this proposal before voters
in Novemiber.

“We hope there isn't a prob-
lem, but we're not sure,” Doyle
said,

All three governing bodies
must agree on terms that would
create o Metropolitan Arts and
Cultural Authority, a nine-
member hoard with three rep-
resentatives from each munici-
pality.

This board would disburse
tax dollars for cultural facility
and museum programs if voters
approve the millage,

At Wayne County's Aug. 1
board meeting and Detroit City
Council’s Aug. 2 sussion, each

bonrd is to discuss langunge
souglit by Onkland County. Any
changes require approval of alk
three boards. 1f this process
extends several more weeks, the
issue cannot go on the
November ballot.

Considering last week's
Oukland County resolution
gained approval by a 13-12
margin, Comtmissioner Eric
Coleman (D-Southfield) said he
doubts his colleagues would
ratify another arts tax resolu-
tion.

*It'd probably et killed if it
comes back to us,”Colenan

said. “Some commissioners

simply don't want it, but T fuel
the public should decide what
they pay taxes for and not pay
taxes for”
The half-mill levy would
increase property taxes for the
owner of a $200,000 home by
$50 a year. .

“This new millage would gen-
erate some $+++ million annual-
Iy to finance new education
programs, facility enhance-
ments and free student fuld
trips to the 17 facil lud-
ing the ol 1]

Mol

cent of the tax dollars for this
thing, we wi wnted 10 get some-
thing fair for our m.( (Iollum

Endorses Knol

1 endorse Valeric Knol to be
our next State Representative
for the following reasons:

1, She is honest, intelligent
and hardworking. Her person-
al life {s above reproach, with

said C

no

“Tom Law (R-West Bloamﬂld).
“I'm not saying I'm going to
vote for this, but I wanted to
make sure we gave voters the
best possible product.”

In the amendments, the
county board wanted to make
5 ntte from the new
ifapproved, doesn’t
subsidize reduced general fund
commitments to the Detroit
Zoo fram the City of Detroit.

*This is supposed to enhance

programs;” Law suid, “If the city

takes general fund money awny,
the programs are sustained, but
not enhanced, at  cost to
Oakland County taxpayers.”
Commissioners wanted to
make sure the board chairman
holds one of Oakland's three
appointments to the
Metropolitan Arts and Cuftural
Authority. County Executive L.
Brooks Patterson planned to
appoint Sherifl Michact
Bouchard, Pontiac Mayor
Willie Payne and Bloomfield
hip Supervisor David

Center coming to Farmington
Hills, Cranbrook Institute of
Arts in Bloomficld Hills,
Detroit Zoo in Royal Ouk and

* Greenfield Village and Henry

Ford Muscum in Dearborn,

A similar proposal was nar-
rowly defeated by voters in
November 2000, but Oakland
County leaders exercised far
more serutiny this time around.

“Since we're paying 50.4 per-

Payne.

Commissioners didn't like
Patterson's plan,

“If peaple have a problem
with the arts authority, they are
going to complain to us, but
we'd have no accountability,
Law said. "We have 10 have
some form of accauntability”

dnest@oehamecomm ret | (248) 9012575

SWOCC offers candidate forum

Tenie, meenie, minee, moe!
Some voters use this formula
for sclecting a politieal candi-
date.

Not because they want to but
because they don’t know any
other way to'get to know the
candidates beyond the election
signs posted everywhere.

SWOCC Studios
(Southwestern Oakland Cable
Commission) has produced a
special progeam “Candidates
Forum 2002, whereby voters
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can meet the candidates up

close and personal. From judge
ta governor, hear first-hand
their stand on issues, their
qualifications, and how they
plan to serve you.

Interviewed by the local press

and the League of Women
Voters, this is one program you
won't S

L Lo miss
Wateh Farminglon’s Channel

15 on Tuesdays 8 n.m.-2 p.m,
Wednesdavs i &

kel wailing to be
exposed and embarrass our
community,
2, Valerie is truthful, s s!lc will

LETTERS

Sever didn't mislead

1t {2 not misleading. [tisthe
truth, Teery Sever and John
Akouri live in Farmington Hills
and Valerie Knol lives in
Farmington. Two of the most
often asked questions during
the campaign have been, where
do you live and what is your
community involvement?

We have lived in both

i and

not member). He's on the Host

.Committec of the Economic

Club of Detroit (I'm nota
member), Larry’s the future.
I'm at the twilight of my carcer.
While Paul Blizman is  good
guy, Larry carned the endorse-
ment of the Farmington
Observer (and the
Farmington/Farmington Hills
Gazette, too) on his own merits.
Likewise, Larry has carned the
of C

not lie for political
or any other reason,

3. More women should be
encouraged to seck higher
office. The record of wosnien
elected to public office higher
than city council has been out-
standing.

+, It is time to get some new
blood invelved in Jocal govern-
ment instead of recycling the
same old names along with the
same old baggage.

5. Valerje possesses that
golden intangible simply
referred to as “class™

6. Val has proven herself Iob

Hl"s After toving Lo
Farmington Hills my husband
(Tetry Sever), who hins owned
and operated a small business
in Farmington, has continued
to be very nctive in both cities,
He beeame President of the
Farmington Jaycees, was
Chairman of the

Joe Knollenberg, Seeretary of
State Candice Miller, Former
Altorney General Frank J.
Kclley, County Exccutive L.
Brooks Patterson, Prosecutor
David Goreyca, Sheriff Mike
Bouchard, the Michigan
Associntion of Palice, the

TFarmi Mo Fioefiol

Founders Festival, was a
Director on the Fnrming!on
Chamber of Commetee and has
conched softball or buseball in
Farmington for more than 15
years,

be a leader, a fact
the galaxy of endorsements sllc
has received from citizens,
clected officials and organiza-
tions.

Ron Ollverio
Farmington Hills

Blizman speaks truth

As we all know by now clec-
tions nre being held on
Tuesday, Aug. 6. There are so
many people running and with
so little time for us to find out
who would be Mr. or Ms. Right,
and so many candidates saying
what they do in the community
and what they are for,

Well, as a black resident who
just happened to read these
articles, I find it very interest-
ing hoving just received the
Rainbow Recognition Award
nnd bcing very nclivc on lhc

We have donated 1o the
I e

Farmington High School, the
Miss Farmington Pageant and
the Salvation Army. His com-
munity invelvement began in
1976.

He bhas carned the title of
comununity activist. It wasn't
given to him. The Aug. 6
Primary is about qualifications
and we need someone in
Lansing who recognizes the
nceds of both Farmington and
Farmington Hills.

Linda Sever
Farmington Hills

Larry's the future

I would like to thank Stanley
Solvick for spelling Larry Leib's
name correetly and for men-
tioning that our law firm has
Larry as one of its members.
\\’c are really lucky to have him.

Dm.rsll) Committee, that some

and Fridays 8-11 a.m.;
Channel 13 on Mondays
2 p.m.; Wednesdays 2-6

8am.

p.m, Thursdays 10 pan.-2 aan.,
Fridays 6-10 p.m., and Sundays
from 610 a.m.; and on
Farmington 1tills Channel 8 at
aurday.

midnight on

The South
Cable Comumission se
Farmington, Farmington 11ills,
and Novi.

spoke on being
members and active or even a
part of it.

I never met anyone that's in
the running but Paul Blizman,
somcone that not anly is a very
active member but very much a
part of this committee, who
takes time to be compassionate
on diverse issues.

Angle Smith
Farmington Hills

Larry as not
bcmg his own person, and
being just the son of an *influ-
ential” lawyer, makes it obvious
that Mr. Solvick has no idea of
who Larry is, or what makes
him tick,

Larry is the Intertiational
Vice President of Sigmn Alpha
Mu (I'm not a member), Larry
is a Mason and a Shriner (I'm
not a member of cither), Larry
is an active Rotarian and Board
Member (1I'm not 1 Rotarian).
He's a Farmington Jaycee (I'm

Hills

Assoch\uun, the Brotherhiood of
Carpenters, the Millwrights
Union, Chicf Circuit Judge
Joan Young, the President of
the Michignn District Judges
Assuciation, 99 Judges and
over 450 Jocal sttorneys, They
support Larty Leib because of
who he is, what he has done
and his potential, not beeause
of who T am,

Jeffrey M. Lelb

Southfield

An honest man

We have known Paul
Blizouan for many yenrs and he
is our choice to win the primary
clection for judge of
Farmington and Farmington
Hills.

We know hint to be a volun-
teer in many areas of our com-
munity, including those organi-
zations that are dedicated to
children and families, He also
has been active in the Rouge

* Riverclean-up, not a glam-

orous or headline grabbing
activity, but onc involving real
work in the cffort to restore our
rivers and streams.

Paul Blizman is an honest
man. He does not need to puff
himself up or exaggerate the
facts about himself in order to
teil his story. We know he will
be a great judge for our two
cities, being firn and fair and
listening well to every person
who comes before his court. We
urge your readers to cast their
vote on Aug. 6 for Paul Blizman
for the 47th District Court.

Carol and Bob Boyd
Farmington Hills

-Dave Lennox

"Earmng trust takes time. Good thing
we've been around long enough to
have done that."
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