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BY RON BERTHEL
ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

Maybe Hill Blass, Gen.
George S, Patton and Jerry
Sdnfdd didn’t have anything
in common hefore, but they
do now.

Each - the fashion designer,
the fighter and the funnyman
= is the subject of a new blog-
raphy.

Among other new hardcov-
cr books are novels by John
Jakes, Lthan Hawke and
Belva Plain; and nonfiction
about a serial killer and about
the New York Fire
Department,

Fashion designer Dlass died
in June, days shiort of his 80th
birthday, but left behind his
memoir; Bure Blass
(HamerCollins). Blass, whose
label has appeared on cloth-
ing, bed linens, furniture and
cven automobiles, discusses
his Depression-era childhood,
his father's suicide, and his
prmcnn.- ina sccret Army
unit during World War I1.
Also included: 80 photos, and
Blass’ meat loaf recipe.

Patton was larger than life
and, at 700 pages, his biogra-
phy is no pipsqueak cither. In
General Patton; A Soldier's
Life (HarperCollins), Stanley
P, Hirshson profiles the
stormy World War I1 com-
munder threugh newly cited
archives, government docu-
ments, family papers and oral
historics. Among the topics:
Patton’s relief from command
of the 3rd Army, the attempt
to exploit his diary after his
death, and his relationship
with other Allied generals.

In Scinfeld: The Making of
an American Icon
(HarperCollins), Jerry
Qppenhicimer has written a
biography that is unautho-
rzed - not that there's any-
thing wrong with that. It
examines the real Scinfeld
and haw he differs from the
one portrayed on his popular
long-running TV serics.
Fricnds, family and colleagues
help profile the shy, lonely
child from modest suburbin
who fulfilled ~ and then some
- his sceming improbable
dream of success in standup
comedy.

SAGA

Charleston (Dutton), Jakes'
multigenerational saga about
the fictional, aristocratic Bell
funily, is placed within a his-

New books profile
famous people,
memorable events

tory of the South Carolina
city, The story is told in three
periods: the American
Revolution, 1822-1842, and
the Civil War. There are
heroes and villains, and fami-
ly members who often find
themsclves on opposing sides.
Among them: brothers who
arc rivals for the same
woman; and a woman whose
black lover is murder. d,
prompting her to become an
abolitionist. .

In film actor Hawke's sec-
ond novel, Ash Wednesday
(Knopf), Jimmy Heartsockls,
a soldier sux!iuned in Albmy,

Y., goes AWOL on a cold
February day td pursuc his
pregnant gitlfriend, Christy,
who has hopped onto a bus
headed for Texas and home,
She has a head start, but
Jimmy has a 1969 Nova built
for speed. After he eatehes up
to her bus, the couple discuss
their plans for the future as
they drive to Texas lcgclhcr

Also AWOL, in a way, is
Donald Wolfe. The New York
lawyer has abandoned wife,
home and career, c)mngcd his
identity and fled to Georgia
wilh his baby daughter, Tina,
in Plain's Her Father’s House
(Delacorte). Tina has a happy
childhood, but when she
graws up, a trip to New York
seveals the truth about her
family's past and her father's
misdeeds.

Keith Hunter Jesperson -
dubbed The Happy Face
Kiffer becausc he drew happy
faces on his taunting letters to
police _ murdered cight
women dunng the 1990s. His
story is told in The Creation
of a Serial Killer (St. Martin's)
by Jack Qlsen (who dicd in
July at 77). Also told is the

story of the two people
wrongly imprisoned for four
years for one of Jesperson's
crimes.

Heroes arc the subject of
Strong of Heart: Lifeand .

Death in the Fire Department
of New York (ReganBooks) by
Thomas von Essen, New
York’s fire commissioner from
1996-2001 and during the
Sept. 11 terrorist attacks. He
truces his carcer from his start
as o ficefighter in the South
Bronx, but concentrates on
the attacks, which killed 343
firefighters. Von Essen offers o
firsthand account of events at
ground zero on Sept. 11 and
during the months that fol-
lowed: the rescue cfforts,
cleanup and funerals,

*Lovely Bones’ catches readers in its trap

The Lavely Bones (Liltle, Brown,
28 pages, $21.95) by Alice Sebold

BY DONNA LIQUORI
ASSOCATED PRESS WRITZR

The first chapter of The
Low:ly Bones is a trap, Once
you're in it, there's no escape.

it's both horrifying and mes-
merizlng, the kind of writing
that has you still reading while
you're leaving the bookstore.

Alice Sebold's first novel is
more than a suspenseful page-
turner, It's an innovative and
tricky narrative risk that
Sebold pulls off with aplomnb.

“My name was Salmon, like
the fish; first name, Susie. 1
was fourteen when I was mur-
dered. .." the book begins.

Susie narrates from heaven,
her heaven,

“When I first entered heaven
I thaught everyone saw what I
saw. That in everyone’s heaven

. there were soccer goalposts in
the distance and lumbering
women throwing shot put and
Jjavelin, That all the buildings
were like suburban northeast
high schools built in the
1960s.”

The lnndsmpe of heaven that
Scbold ereates is entrancing in
a lonely sort of way, a place
where snmulung has only to
be desired and it will appear.

Only life remains elusive,
“Often I found myself desiring
simple things and I would get
them. Riches in furry pack-
ages. Dogs,

“Every dny in my heaven tiny
dogs and big dogs, dogs of
every kind, ran through the
park outside my room.”

Through the narration, Susie is portrayed as a likable girl
just starting to become whom she would have been when
she was killed. She was a thoughitful girl who wanted to
become a nature photographer. Her home life was mostly
happy and her relationship with her father was particularly

moving,

And in the evening, Sebold
creales for Susic a safe place of
women and music and dancing
dogs. :

“Mrs, Bethel Utemeyer, the
oldest resident of my heaven,
would bring out hier violin.
Holly tread lightly on her horn.
They woulddon (}u et. One
woman old and silent, one
woman not past girl yet, Back
and forth, a erazy schizoid sol-
ace they'd ereate”

Susie watches as her family
deals with her disappearance
and the growing realization
that something horrible has
happened to her.

“The description of how her
sister deals with the death is
particularly moving as she
navigates adolescence and
loss.

*1 could sece it hoppen:
Lindscy's body began to knot.
She was working hard keeping
€veryone out, everyone, but
she found Samuel Heckler
cute, Her heart, like an ingre-
dicntin a recipe, was reduced,
and regardiess of my death she
was thirteen, he was cute, and
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he had visited heron
Christmas Day.”

Susic’s father is also thrown
into turmoil, embarkingon a
mission to catch his daugliter's
:dl!lcr that threatens his own

the.

Her mother's avay of dealing
is probably the most disturbing
and verges on nmplnunblc, but
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Her friends, too, struggle
with the lnwmpnhcnsibl: and
brutal killing, which continues
to affect them.,

Susic also watches her killer
a5 he cludes police and she
learns about his other victims.
She gets into his brain, learn-
ing about his childhood and
how he has unsuccessfully
fought the urge to kill.

Sebold has license here, and
she uses it, imaginatively
unfolding an unpredictable .

ot

Through the parration, Susic
is portrayed as a likable girl
Just starting to become whom
she would have been when she

as killed,

She was a thoughtful girl
who wanted to become a
nature photographer. Her
home life was mostly happy
and her relationship with her
father was particularly moving,

She held bottles for him as

Sebold manages it effectively
in the end.

And Susie's brother, too
young to really understand,
grows up somewhat aban-
doned in a houschold that recls
from Joss far years.

he built tiny ships inside them.
Susie, we learn, was a steady-
ing force in the household.
And the “lovely bones™ are not
Susic's retnains, but the con-
nections that grew around her
absence to mend a family.
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