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officials ask for funding veto override

BY SUE BUCX
STAFF WRITER

Each Farmington Ci
Council member signed a letter
Monday night addrissed to
state government officials ask-
ing for an immediate override
to Gov, John Engler's recent
decision to “again” reduce state
revenue sharing.

Copies were sent Lo Engler,
state Rep Andrew Raczkowski
(R-Farmington HllEs') nn:.l Sen,

to

the city's general fund budget
revenue. In Farmington, these
reductions will result in
approximately a $500,000
budget shortage. Quite possi-
bly, the loss of these funds will
result in reduction of city staff,
likely including public safcty
persannel”

Lacal communities have
already shared in several previ-
ous state revenue reductions.
“From our perspective this
reduction is premature at best

Bilt Bullard (R-Hi| and harsh at
protest the Governor's veto. worst,

State revenue slgnnng has *To Farmington, both this
become a regular income reduction and any further
source for local government reductions are entirely unac-
budgets. ceptable”

“The importance of these
funds to the clty'’s budget for
services cannot be overstated,”
the council wrate. “State rev-
enuc sharing accounts for
approximately 20 percent of

Eatlier during the meeting,
state Rep. Gilda Jacobs spoke
to the council expressing her
displeasure with Engler’s
action.

*1t looks like the outpouring

of outrage across the state has
really worked,” Jacobs said. “It
looks like there is enough pres-
sure of everybody in the state to
override this veto, This is '
unprecedented.”

“Why would a rational
Governor do this?” nsked
Councilman Arnold Campbell.

“That's a political question
and you want me to give you o
political answer,” Jacobs said. 1
don't think the Governor was
very rational, I don't get it. We
worked very hard to broker a
deal when they wanted to raise
the cigaretie tax.

“Revenue sharing was part of
that deal”

At the time, revenue sharing
tind to be off the table, Jocobs
said. *It was part of the deal,;”
she said, “It was totally broken.”

Councilwoman Joanne
McShane ealled it “a shell
game)

“It’s taking the money citi-
zens pay from Farmington and
Farmnington Hills, sending it to
Lansing, putting it somewhere
clse and then we have to come
back and beg for our own
money. It's terrible”

This isn't the time to for
cities to be faced with cutting
police and fire when there is an
ongoing war on terrorism with
high costs, McShane said.

Councilman Mike Harrison
said he wasn't so surc that
Engler wasn't giving L. Gov.
Dick Posthumus a chance to
lead the Republican override,

*“That’s very well may be what
he was trying to do," Jacobs
snid. “It all sort of backfired. It's
the local officials who are the
winners here, You went out and
made all that noise. You are the
people in the white hats”
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FBI investigator to keynote prayer breakfast

Rob Casey, the lead FBI investigator for
the Flight 93 crash in Pennsylvania on

Vet {n Farmington.

Scpt. 11, 2001 will be the keynote speaker

at the Farmington Area Jayeees Prayer

Breakfast Sept. 5,

“I'he breakfast will be held at 7:30 m., at
the William Costick Activities Centeron 11

. Mile east of Middlcbelt.

Now in its 34th ycar, the breakfast was

Information for Read Watch is supplied
by the Road Commission for Oakland
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cling p;zrlhbonnd on
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tnformation Is subfect to change.

FARMINGTON

W Rond; Farmington Road,
south of Nine Mile to Grand
River — This section of
Farmington is closed to south-
bound traffic 2s the RCOC
reconstructs and widens the
road. During the project, the ,
detour route for southbound
traffic is Grand River, Drake
and Nine Mile. Motorists trav-_

E should expect
delays and are encouraged to
use the detour route as well.
Completion iz expected Sept.

FARMINGTOR HILLS

B Road: 12 Milc at Orchard
Lake Road — RCOC is widen-
ing this interseetion (adding o
right-turn lane on castbound 12
Mile and extending the right-
turn lanc on eastbound 12
Mile). Completion is expected

LA 9. .

started by Dr. John Richardson of Plaza

1t's nn effort to bring the Jayeees togeth-
er with local business owners, government
officials and religious leaders for reflection
and rededication to the community.

Gerry Bolk, the Michigan Jaycee presi-
dent, will be the master of ceremonies,

The breakfast is being catered by

Farmington Catering.
Donating florists are Kay Masuda Florist

The Jewish Community
Center of Metropolitan Detroit
is seeking local authors te par-
ticipate in the 51st Annual
Jewish Book Fair.

‘The Book Fair will be held
Nov. §-17 at both JCC loca-
tions, the West Bloomficld
campus and the Oak Park cam-

pus.

Local authors who are Jewish
or have written a book of
Jewish content are invited to
participate in the Book Fair's
scventh local author fair, 11
z.m.-3 p.m, Sunday, Nov. 10.

Books must be published
between November 2001 and
November 2002. Deadline for

bmi: is Friday, Aug. 30.
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[Observer Classifieds sell! Call 1(800) 579-SELL |  Thelocal author fir wil fea-

and Little Flower Shop.
‘The cost is $15 n person.

For reservations, contact Christine Ruiz,

chairwoman and individua) development
vice-president (586)264-1416.

' JCC seeks authors

ture 20 local authors. Book Fair
patrons will have the opportu-
nity to meet the authors and
purchase autographed copics of
their books,

Detroit’s Annual Jewish Book
Fair is the largest and oldest in
the country. Thousands of
Jewish books will be availabl
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SherifT Michael Bouchard
announced Tuesday the 511
Senior Cell Phone Program,
sponsored by the Qakland
County. Sheriff's Office,

The program is designed
ta equip seniors with a
mobile means of contacting’
Tielp in the event of an
emergency.

*“I hope the senior citizens
of the County will take the
opportunity to be part n‘l'

for purchase throughout the
10-dny event, which will feature
more than 30 speakers. The
Book Fair is open to the entire
community.

Entertainment for children,
families and adults will be fea-
tured throughout the event.

Locil authors Interested in
participating in the book fair
should contact Elaine
Schonberger at (248) 432-5577.

this

said at a press conference
held at Detroit Baptist
Maner in Farmington Hills.
“Having n mobile, emer-
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Oakland County Sherilf Mike Bouchard demonstrates the use of a cell-
phone ta Detroit Baptist Manor resident Ruth Priebe.

Bouchard kicks off
cell phone program

Bouchard said the depart-
ment has been collecting
unwanted, inactive cell
phaones from the community
for the past several months,

“1'd like to thank the indi-
viduals and businesses off
the community who took
the time to donate their old
cell phones,” he said. “In
many instanées, people or
companies donated several
phones at a time.”

The cell phones are avail-
able to any Oakland County
senior citizen. Kept charged
and in working order, the
phones will dial and connect

geney means of
tion is like having an insur-
ance policy. You don't know
if you're going to need it, but
i you do, you're covered. Tt's
quick, it's easy and it could
save lives”

with 9-1-1 ¥ per-
sonnel. The cell phones are
not assigned a number, will
not ring and will not receive
any outside calls,

For more information,
call (248) B58-5008.

BLOOMFIELD HiLLs

NeEw DOORS

We're happy to be opening new doors in Bloomficld Hills.

estate ad

Northern Trust is proud to solidify its roots in Michigan with an
elegant, more expansive headquarters at the corner of Long Lake Road
and Woodward Avenuc. With a larger lobby area and private mecting
rooms, our new office is comfortable, modern, and convenient. We
also have a community foom serving as an ideal place to host seminars,
. lectures, and special events.

This beautiful new space is designed to meet all our clients’
financial needs, Our expests are ready to serve you with trust and
_investment i

jon, and and

 private banking services. All delivered with the personal attention that
has been Northern Trust's hallmark for 112 years.

Northern Trust
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CME’RE OPENING

N We are delighted to be your neighbor. Stop by and visit us o call
! Buell Cole, President and CEO, at (248) 593-9207 or Fred Adams,
! Chairman, at (248) 593-9210 for more details.
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