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Research Council making

| With the dust is stil} scttling on Tuesday's
primary clection results, now is & good time
Yo take & look at one of the largely unknown
factors that drove much of the political dls-
cuss!an in Michigan over the past yeor.

v. It's called the Citizens Rescarch Council.
lls very small — offices in Livonia and
Lansing and only cight highly qualified staff

memhers But it's very highly respeeted in

ichigan and nntlonnlly. And over the years,
l hn;lni}l}vncc;ﬂhc 0-
ution of public policy in
Michigan far nu{’?}f propor-
tion to its size.

For example, if there was
any real substance in the
debates between candidates
in the gubernatorial primary
clection, it had to do with
Michlgnns budget crisis.

Guess what . prove oked the
whole di In June,

life better in Michigan

Work done by the CRC paved the way for
charter government for Wayne County in
1981, for improving schoal financing, for leg,
Islation providing for revenue sharing
between state and local gavernments, for
updated highway administration and finance,
for funding ity health

In fact, there are few big topics in
Michigan public policy that have not been
addressed in the Council’s publications, CRC
Reports, CRC Memoranda and CRC Notes,

Of coutse, trying to provide research that
makes complex minterial accessible to the
general public yet meets the most stringent
academic standards is not casy. As CRC
President Earl Ryan told me, “We know n lot
of stuff, but often policy makers don't know
or don't care or prefer not to pay much atten-
tion to our research.” But CRC remains firm
in its beliel that some information is better
llmn nonc As legendary University of

i Professor Paul McCracken

2001, CRC issucd & report —

says, 'CRC is the only organization in

$udget Situation — thnl mncluded that the

' hudget crisis was real and that there is o
¥structurat deficit” appronching $1 biltion in

| The state’s budget that will last for years

- unless something dramatic is done.

Defore the CRC study was released, if you
listencd bard you could hear soft mutterings
from Lansing that the state was facing budget
’ trouble.

’ But there was nnllllug specific, and cert:
i ly nothing suggesting that the budget erisis

was rs severe or as long lasting as it now
scems.

By itself, publication of the CRC study pro-
voked ncws storics and editorials from news-
papers all aver Michigan,

And once the press got onto the'story, it
wasn't long before politicinns were getting
asked all kinds of diflicult questions, And the
Michigan budget crisis is now receiving the
aitention it descrves.

That's a perfect exnmple of the CRC's mis-
sion: “In a world filled with all kinds of spe-
cial interest groups, it can bé difficult to sort
out the facts required for sound decision
making in government. ...The Citizens
Rescarch Council was founded in 1916 to
answer a need — the need for independent,
nonpartisan public policy rescarch. Other
organizations conduct public policy research
but often have political ngendas or clients
thnl may compromise their objcchvnly or

d The Citizens R h Council
stands alone — always impartinl and inde-
pendent.”

., And the record of achievement is impres-

with the tenncity and
eredibility to get (hc;oh right”
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Festival flounders

Again this year, we have witnessed the annual
squandering of time and money that is the
Farmington Founders Festival. -

‘There has been much talk about improvement,

" about bringing the Festival around to it’s rightful

purpose, which {s to downtown businesses and
make Farmington a destination of choice for locals
as well as non-residents year round. By all accounts,
neither has happened.

Telk to anyone who has attended in recent years
and you usually get similar responses. The same
local people go to look at the same things mostly
because it's semething to do on a hot summer week-
end, and you generally can't hielp but drive byn.

, Jook at the choice for this year's
“grand marshal”. A loser from a “reality” shu\von tel-
evision, this year’s choice was picked - why? Because
ot one point in his life, he attended high school in
Farmington Hills. Some criteria. It only points up
the increasing desperation on the part of the festival
board in their attempts to flog a dead horse,

‘The current occupants of the board have little or
no experience in suceessful promotion on a large
scale, and in fact many are simply local business
owners with some extra time on their hands. This is
no way to run a serious entesprise.

You can change the name, you can change the
management, but the reality is still this: unless and
unui this cvent is infused with some new \-mun. and

Oxford example, why do we feel the situation is dif-

ferent for K-12? Classical Iibern! economists (e.g.

Adam Smith) have argued for centuries that govern-

mm! interventions in the free market produce dam-
nging distortions,

Oxford is 8 demonstration of what happens when
government, by force, tries to *improve” the guid-
ance of the free market’s invisible hand, K-12 educa-
tion in Michigan, however, is supposedly exempt
from the timeless truths of cconomics and human
action?

No, increasing costs and sinking standards will
always be the inevitable consequence of government
involvement in education, no matter how virtuous
and intelligent the admini Unfe )
these unintended consequences usvally provoke
additional government adjustments, and vouchers
arca good cxnmplc of such a "tweak”

We're getting wrapped around the axle trying to

to sobve problems we alluwed the
gmtmmcm 1o create. It time to face the hard facts
that we are going in the wrong direction, The solu-
tion to our education problems is liberty,
Jerry Smith
Farmington

Time for vouchers

1t took 12 lawsuit-filled years but the US.
Supreme Court declared that properly constructed
\nuchcr programs do not violate the First
of the Cc

The Council has
evolution since its foundation in IQIG when
the Prog d the
then-revolutionary idea that public pnhc) for-
mation shauld be based on facts and empiri-
cal, independent research,

In the 19505, according to Ryan, CRC was
“determinedly boring, its publications and
research nearly indigestible”

But the organization moved out of down-
town Detroit (o a bright, modern office over-
lacking 1-275 in Livonia and spiffed up the
writing and design of its publications,

With an annual budget of around
$700,000, the Council {s suppnru.d mainly
by contributions from the b

tunby Is with the knowledge and where-
with-all to do ALL that is hecessary, this festival is
doomed to stay as it is - a silly excuse for a real cvent,
and an apple-polishing junket for local political
bureaucrats,
Scott Stevenson
Farmington

Education solutions

Arecent diseussion about vom:hm inthe
¥ Obscrver was i
FPhil Power commented about the British govern-
ment’s takeover of Oxford University. In an attempt
to nssm less \\m]lll) familics, the government began
hips and "British families and

ty around the state,

In order to further snfq,\mrd its independ-
ence, CRC is now trying 10 raise $10 nnlllun
as an endowment, .

And it's just put up a web site —
http://www.cremich.org ~ that is now get-
ting snmcthmg like 60,000 hits n month,

The paint here is llm( the Citizens Research
Council is hardly the subject of daily conver-
sation in Michigan,

Bul it is one of those quict arganizations
that are uniguely valuable and filled with
ir;lcgrily that make life so much better for all
ofus.

Phil Power Is the Chairman of the Board of the com-
pany that owns this newspaper. He would be pleased to
get your reactions to this column either at {734) 953-
2206 or at ppowes®homecomm.net,

E-mall your letters, news stories, photos and news tips to jhubred®oe.homecomm.net

Oxford colleges, liking lllcgunmmc;;t paying I'nr

The major weapon
of the public uduuuon burcaucracy has been
silenced. .

Since the Milwaukee voucher program of 1930
and the Cleveland voucher program of 1996, there
have been frequent actions in state and federal
courts to ban these programs, largely on the spuri-
ous “separation of church and state” claim.

The Court is saying that the First Amendment,
“Congress shafl make no law respecting the estab-
lishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise
thereof...” is not violated by a voucher to a student
whose parents have frecly chosen to send them to
non-public school orto home school them.

‘This is a major e d
right of parents to control dlecdumhan of the chil-
dren. Parents are the first teachers of their children

kids to go to Oxford, inwhat
toa [;!m:mmcnlnl takeover of their higher ulnmhun
ystem”,

He concludes with a valid warning by stating that
“the way to governmient contro] often starts in what
seems to be innocent aceeptance of government
money”

Others readers wrote letters attacking vouchers
from different angles (discriminatory, public funds
should go to public schools),

1 ngree. .wvouchers are not a good idea. However,
it's interesting to note that Mr. Power does not dis-
pulc that lhe British government’s policies (|u|uun

limits,

and b tways been 50, The United Nations, in its
1948 “Universal Proclamation of Human Rights”
concurred “Parents have a prior right to choose the
kind of education given to their children.”

This ruling will accelerate the tempo of parental
contral initiatives like charter schools and home
schooling.

thle this decision wilk indeed have national
impact, there are unique hurdles to be faced in
Michigan. Our state has the most religiously bigoted
Constitutions in the U.S. Progress will be slow but
the school choice advocates are energized. The ques-

" tionis not* “Isit lvyll"' but “Is the national llvnd to

our state should aflow?”

dtsngncd 1o "to increase the number of poor !uds
enrolled’, have lead to the “deterioration of the
O)d' rd dl.'gl’w.

inhigher

mn bc somunl:r-pmducnw, as shown in this

""We think it is time for the Icg\slalors and voters to
look at the 1970 amendment in view of this current
Supreme Court decision.

Roy Trevisan
Farmington

Don't vour employees deserve

the security and
Wayn

TAR

Am.l if your business i unr in Wayne Cotinty ..

i’

County’s H

With over 2,000 businesses and more than 21,000 members,
Wayne County’s HealthChoice is the fastest-growing health-care .
coverage in Michigan:

For you, the Wayne County business

ownér, llm means ateracting becter employces and retaining your
. best workers. For your employees ind their familis, s peace-of-
i vmmd ;mm:y. not having to worry about being able tu afford health care when needed.

peace-of-mind of
calthChoice?

Not only because of its unmatched affordability - you and
your employee each pay just $43 a month® - but because of the
exceptional quality of care HealthChoice provides.

*For the cost, we couldrit believe the  coverage could be this good,”™ AN -F\hm
said Juan Haygood, owner of Pete's True Value Hardware, *But it
true: HealthChoice is cmyl}ung itsays it is, and more.”

&

. Induding m\mgr for doctor visits, emergendis, hospilization, cven
prescription benefits, From a choice of six excedfent provider networks.

mzybe it should be.

. Hullhun; Covmge that's Good for Business.
Call 1-800-WELL-NOW

*Si $43/mo. and ey $43/mo; famil; costy more
o Sere s i i o

Your home provides
shelter, comfort and a way
to consolidate your debt.

HOME EQUITY LINE OF CREDIT

0w s

5.99%

HOME IQUITY LOAN

Bank One’s home equity rates have just dropped 1o our Jowest in years, for quakfying
foans and lines of ciedit. So now's the time to use the equity In your home to consohdate
credit card bills, school loans, aute toans and more. Plus. you'll earn a $40 gift card just
for opening the hame equity product of your choice. {Up to $200 with other select
products.) Now's the time. Visit Bank One, click wwav.bankone com, or call 1.800.800.L0AN.
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