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& Celebrity honored

Weesam “Sammi” Toumas of
fatmington Hills, Markeling
Representative for MGM Grand
Detroit Casino, has been
named one of the casino’s
outstanding Cast Members
(employees),

Toumas was recognized as

“Grand
Celebrity
Award”
program,
designed
loreward
Cast Members for work
achlevements above and
beyond {he call of duty.
Toumas has proven himsell
as a role model for other Cast
Members by performing
exceptional acls of Grand
{lass Service, sald casino olfi-
cials, He demonstrates a
commitment lo excellence,
passion for his work, and
teamwork qualities, while
going the extra mila in his
daily rle. “Winners of the
Grand Celebrily Award are the
$hining stars of MGM Grand
Detroil Casino,” said Scott
Snow, President and Chief
QOperating Oficer, MGHM Grand
Detroit Casino. “They exempli-
fy and convey our mission
statement, core values and
“Grand Class Service' stan-
dards” Toumas is among six
Cast Members honored each
month and four management
stalf members honored each
quarter as part of the “Grand
Celebrity Award™ program.

B3 Stamped

Tralfic on Grand River
backed up to an even qreater
degree this week, wilh the
fnstaliation of stamped con-
crete lks that are part

Toumas
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Police have a woman in custody whose
possible bold decision to rob two banks
in one day may have led to her downfall,

Authorities say a woman who robbed a

, Farmington Hills bank Wednesday

moming matches the description of a’
suspect who was nabbed hours later,
after robbing a bank in Plymouth

www.observerandeccentric.com

Hills bank robbery suspect nabbed

‘Township. The Farmington Hills
Standard Federal Bank at 31215 14 Mile
was robbed around 10-a.m. by a woman
known as the serinl bank robber who
prefers to wear a bonnet. She is also
believed to be responsible for robbing
two banks in Livenia recently, said Hills
Palice Chicf William Dwyer.

The Hills Standard Federal was the
same bank that was robbed on Aug. 5 by

into n vault and later eseaped.

Dwyer said he believes it is simply a
coincidence the same bank was robbed
twice in 10 days.

‘The Iatest incident marks the fourth
bank robbery in Farmlngton Hills in
about a month. And it also marks several
bank robberics in the metro Detroit aren
In reeent weeks, Dwyer pointed out,

He said he attributes the increase in

a lone gunman who ordered il

tothe or
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narcotics.

The suspect in custody in the
Plymouth robbery was caught by police
alter citizens alerted officers to secing her
‘after robbing the Comerica Bank on Ann
Arbor Road and Sheldon around 1:30
p.m. She was caught a short while later
walking In a strip mall cast of the bank,
police said,

PLEASESEE SUSPECT, A4

BY PAUL R. PACE
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The citics of Farmington and
Farmington Hills have both taken nction
in the fight to save a signature aspect of
their rural ambiance.

Saving Farmington Hills" ash trees has
turned inta a battle ery as city officials

City Planner Charmaine Ketterer shows damage caused by the ash hom:

Cities take on Asian beetles

Bl

Cities
| spur veto
override

BY LEANNE ROGERS
STAFT WRITER

With a football game-style chiant
of “over” and “ride,” the message to
state legislators from nbout 2,000 |
Tocal government officials who ral-
lied at the Capitol Tuesday was
clear.

Local officials - elected and
appointed - came from aeross the
state to demand that legislators
override the veto of $845 million
in statutory state shared revenue
funds by Gov, John Engler.

Hours before both houses cast
nearly unanimous votes for the

- first override of a gubernatorial
veto in 25 yeans, officials came
from all over Mlcllu:'\n suhurlmn

plucked $45,300 from

funds

the bectle has already

carlicr this month to keep an Asian beetle dulm}nd a number of trees.

from killing more than 800 ash trees
owned and caved for by the city,

And plans are in the works to spread
the word to residents about how best to
handle the pest that hasalready killed
thousands of trecs in neighboring com-
munities.

“We're going to be taking out 25 trees
this year and n total of 95 over the next
two years,” said city manager Frank

Lauhoff,
Thosc will most Jikely be replaced with

MEASESEE BEETLES, AS

Detrait, Mani: Big
Rapids and the Upper Peninsula.

"1 came here not to fight with
Gov. Engler. I ciame here to fight
for Onkland County,” said Qakland
County Executive L. Brooks
Patterson. “What happencd was
unfair and unnecessary. it's unfair
beeause it's our tax dollars. It's
unfair to tell us so kate in the year |
there is no time ta plan.”

Noting Cakland County would
have to layoff 150 employces il the
statutory state shared revenue was
climinated, Patterson also men-
tloned another sore point for
many of the local officials and leg-

PLEASE SEE OVERRIDE, AS

of the Farmington Road recon-
struction project, scheduled
tor completion {n September.
Cars backed up for blocks to
- the east and west as Ihe road
was lemporarily narrowed to
one lane. According to Craig
Bryson of the Road
Commission of 0akland
County. the crosswalk installa-

Want to be a little older? Talk to Ralph

BY CHRISTINE BRODA
STAFF WRITER

dream come true.

For underage drinkers wishingto
seem older than they really were,
Ralph (not his real name) was o

Greg Migllore addresses the question of i underaged drinking is
aprablem. Other Views, Page A9.

N

- 7
real ID and usc it to make a duplicate that displayed all
the original information except for an altcred birth

date,

In about a week, the customer would get his old ID
back, along with a counterfeit onc Ralph said was virtu-
ally indistinguishable from the original - cven the pic-
ture remained the same,

For $50, a person could get a basic ID witha doe- |
tored birth date, while additional features - such ns
encoding on the magnetic strip or icons that show up
under black lights ~ incurred costs up to $200.

“Basically it came down to what people wanted,”

Ralph said, although he noted that most pcoplewnnlcd
only the basic nge change.

According to Ralph, the special equipment needed to
muke IDs is easy enough to come by if you know where. -

Bat for parents and authority fig-
ures, he was nothing short of a legal
nl;,htmm-e This is because Ralph
uscd to make and sell fake IDs,

During the eight months he was in
business, the 20-year-old Plymouth resident supplied
over 1,200 homemade IDs to young men and women in
the Plymouth, Canton, Livonia and Ann Arbor areas.

According to Ralph, his market consisted of
teenagers who wanted to be 19 so they could go to bars
in Canadhn, as well as young people under 21 who want-
ed to be able to drink in the United States,

“Anyone can do it, you just need 1o put your mind to
it,” Ralph said of the process of making counterfeit 1Ds.

RLUSTRATION BY RATY BATOORFT | OBSCRVIR

tion should take al} week.
Workers had {o first remove

Falstfying identification was a full-time buslness for onilm man,

{he old paving with heavy Rnlph, who was only 18 when he Iaunched hisbusi-  tolook.

equipment. The stamped con® ness in August of 2000, explained that the forging “ who stopped when he learned lhe stift vemllles attxheﬂ tothe
crete makes the crosswalk process is relatively simple, He would take n persan’s PLEASE SEE UNDERAGE DRINKERS, AT  practice.

appear lo be made of britk,

Bryson said. Protective covers
have been laid over the new
material as it is installed.

CONTACTUS ' LOOKING AHEAD - -

CARPENTER/LANORERS
WANTED

*It takes about 3 week lo for rosidential crrw.. Hemsroom - (2481 417-5450 Apariments 63 | Jobs ew yoar bogins
cure;” Bryson added, estimat: oon i At Home C1 | Obltuaries o .
ing his portion of Ihe praject Wewere londed Wil Ianiar fomalite fﬂ i ;""fiﬁ"l" Read more about preparations for the
i i . . Plymou (assifie GH | Real Estate 3
:;q:;leven stretch into neat 1.800-870-8ELL Classified Index 61| Service Cutde 2002-2003 school year In Sunday's
- PU) 0UR CLASSHIEDS 1O NORA TOR YUt Crostword 62 [ Sports

Home Schoolers
Teachers
& Parents

Calisthenics For The Brain
Learning Games
Alds & Acﬂvlﬂu (K—IZ)

Retall Outlet




