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DDA halts °
candidate
interviews

Business owner
files FOIA request

SUMOJ, T

BY SUE BUCK
STAFF WRITER .
& Man pmmoted Becky Burns, a local business-
woman who is spearheading rejuve-
RCI Electric Company nation of a defunct downtown
recently appointed Joe Farmi: h i
Svoke to the position of chief submitted formal requests to the city
estimator. Aug. 15 for all informatien connected
Svoke, a resident of with the proposed hiring of the new
Farminglon Hills, has a F D Devels
degree from Lawrence Authority exceutive director. -
Technological Unlversity in Burns, a former newspaper
industrial reporter who owns Farmington

manage- Bakery on Grand River with her hus-

ment and . BRY BRESLER | OBSTRVIR band, Jefl Pavlik, also requested that

has been ) . : meetings that involve discussion of

with RCI Farmington Hills arts maven Nancy Coumoundouros likes the large, well-fit studlo space in the old stable. any and all candidates who have not
. Electric . already requested their applications

Company resmain confidential be open to the

since 1998, 4 . . public. She said she was actj

Svoke behalfof her husband an Acll,

has solid Burns hand-delivered es of the

credentials in everything Aug. 15 letter addressed to

from materlals supervision, . Richards, assistant Farmington city,

purchasing and Industrial
englneering lo plant man-
agement, He has been... .

manager and Ron Oglesby, pre;
of the DDA.
-~ "As.one af many DDA

id.

did the remodeling work that will offer [ love the setting,” she will be
art students,from childron 10 adults 2. teaching there in the fal

elhcim said beeause the Studio i

BY PAUL R. PACE
STAFF WRITER. R

instrumental in the develop- studio-like fucility, snid Nancy " Vo titerchants in down{owtf Fis
ment of procedures and con* Move over horses, and let the artistson  C cnltural arts di the park, it will offer artists ensy access to 1 plan to share this informaf
trols resulting in dependable in, tor for Farmington Hills and o calm setting where floral life is easy to my fellow DDA nvighbors o}
estimates, efficient record ‘The historic stable house in Farmington, find to inspire painting or drawing. Tocal press,” she wrate,

management and increased ‘The stables retain the charm of the *It's very serene,” ke said. "It’s one of
. - tustomer satistaction.
RCI Electric, founded in
1989 by Jim Struble. is a full
... service ABC Merit Contractor,
with administrative offices,

fabrication shop and ware-

Farmington Hill's Heritage Park hnsa
new life as an art studio for the building on the outside, while providing  my (avorite spots. It has a lot to offer the
anning!m;dl:]ilclj Culldum!fArLs Division.  a generous higl‘afciling and plenty of ere-  artist.” o 4 the stable al
<. The rem, insido of 2 B nes focclosses and worksho - s~ - Coumo! ros sl stable also™ "
“ble offers a new, large ope; n‘:’l;:n!%llsh”ls\P sllag%rll‘ll(’i; ss.focclasmes aady m"""'hﬁs'n‘nc»\'" kiln for pottery making.
atlows plenty of natural light to flow Award-winning artist Donna “It's a neat plnce,” she sald, *It's refreshi-
from thie windows of the stable doors and  Vogelheim said shie held a landscapie ing to sce all the open, white space”

She and other tax-paying ;wmbcxs
of the Farmington DDA looK forward
to meeting the people interested in
the director position, Burns sald.
Several weeks ngo, Pavlik spoke at
length to Richards about allowingthe -
public te have input. Richards said it

house space in Farmington
Hills.

S Orientation day
¥ihen you are going into
middle schoat, the environ-
ment can make you leel bolh
more grown up and fright-

rooft

ops.
The city's Special Services Department

workshop in the stable/studio recently
and adores the concept of the building.

PLEASE SEE STUDIO, AS PLEASE SEE DDA, A8

CTA plans community event

BY JONI HUBRED

ing is designed to kick off r

expanded its staff and servie-

ened, STAFFWRITER year's worth of activities that s to offer communitics help

Warner Middle School stalt will call attention to the in facing the truth about.
knaws this and for the first A group of community effects on the community alcohol. i
time Jeaders from Farmington when young people drink. Norton said the
offered and Farmington Hills came “This is the start of the Farmington/Farmington
athree I8 together this week to answer  process to look at how does it Hills group represented one
day, vl two questions: affect your communityand  of the most comprehensive
untary How do nlcohol problems  what does it cost your com-  coalition groups she'd seen,
arienta: present in your community?  munity;” said Penny Norton, . with members from schools,
tion to What contributes tothose  CEQ of Facing Alcohol community groups, law .
accli problems? Concerns through Education  enforcement, the courts, the -
mate Theiranswers willbethe  (FACE). calth care industry, city '
stu basis for & community-wide Founded in 1969, FACEis  government nnd the business .
dents meeting held October 1 at aseparate project of the world. s
entering [5: Vladimir's in Farmington Mid-State Substance Abuse *That’s in your faver," she Lt -
sixth Hills, hosted by the Call to Commission located in said, BAL BRESLLR { OBSTRVIR
grade.  James Long celes Action Coalition, The meet-  Clare, Mich, In 1999, FACE . .

More  brates after compet- PLEASE SEE CTA, A7 The [ead cars travel southbound on Drake and turn right on Nine Hile on thelr way to

than 80 Ingln the shoe toss.
out of

200 students took them up

on Lhe offer. School starts
officiatly Aug. 26.

hatlways. I got to know my
focker combination and a

Bank robbery suspecf arraiqnéd,

arvaigned in U.S. District Court in Detroit
Thursday for robbing a Farmington Hills

police said,

Plymouth around 1:30 p.m. the same day, *

 cruise out of Farmington drew a

First Classic Cruise held «

*Ong of my main worries .
was that | would get fost,” BY PAUL R. PACE She is accused of robbing the Standard BY SUE BUCK car collector Jack Roush's garage in
sald Sara Lebovic of STAFF WRITER Federa) Bank at 14 Mile in Farmington Hills STAFF WRITER Livonin, :
Farminglon Hills. : around 10 a.m, Wednesday, then robbing the ‘There car buffs toured Roush's
“Highmeadow had only three A 40-year-old Detrait wotnnn was Comerica Bank on Ann Arbor Road in + A special, first-time Classic Car private collection of vehicles featur-

ing many onc-of-n-kind, and specigl
188-car caravan to Livonia. cars,
It proceeded west on Grand

couple things ahead of time.” bank Wednesday morning. Shie was cauglit by Plymauth Police walk- ‘The cruise was organized by *

Jackie Lortet, a media spe- ‘The weman, referred to as a serial bandit  ing in n strip mall near the bank just after Roger Ratkowski, owner of the River south to Halsted Road, wind-
ctafist at Warner for elght who wears a bonnet, was also charged in the robbery. R Pasta Stop who each Monday dur-  Ing ftself south to Levan, Plymouth
years, helped arganize the three other area bank robberics. ‘The complaint states she admitted toalso ~ | . ‘Ing the summer hosts “Cruisin’the _ Road and then anto Market Street,
orientation, which included A to the eriminal compl, robbing two banks in Livonin, the Standard [ Grand” in the parkinglot behind his ™ -Ratkowski pointed out the differ~
anindoor picnic with par- Renee M. Bailey is accused of stealing nearly  Federal Bank on Seven Mile on Aug, 2'and - store; Those cars remaln stationary  ences between this special cruise
ents. . §20,000 from the four banks. The report the Standard Federn! on Middlebelt on July in the lot, as nficionados tour the and the Woodward Dream Crulse.

“They are overwhelmed,” states she confessed to the robberies to a, . . area and talk to the car owners, “That's a totally different event,”
Lortel said. “We know how Plyinouth Township Police after being Bailey faces o 20-year prison sentence if ‘The cruise started Aug. 14inthe - Ratkowski snid, "We're n smaller
nervous students are that caught afler n‘;l bank robbery there . : . o parking lot of ;ha:i Paaéu 5‘,0!; ;’n clty and we're a different cityand a
first day, We played getting Wednesday afternoon, ) ) Farmington Road and traveled o © L
to-know-you games.” PLEASESEE ROBBENY, AT L C PLEASE SEE CRUISE, AS

In the Teue Colors sesslon, - - —t - - =
students found out about " ——n——— -
their learaing styles. LOVARLE CAT f L EAD - e

“I'tm an orange,” Lebovlc ! to a good home.... CONTACT us .. l“nEx N I'oom“s _“ v
said. "r'm happy fo be in emion 't‘gz,‘l';;‘:,"n Apartments E3 } Obltuaries. Polar Poloerz - - -’ .
sthoo and moving. | ke - Toe s wenk ety oo - B okt Tonre— 1 H0ATPAr Automotive .-Organizers and artjsts
hands-on activities and | like ol esponse 1oAiF ~ KN Cuthaton Home deliery ~ T4 491:0500 Classified tak about thelr pofap art-
teachers to be happy and, 1 e .| .. - ] Cusaiiedindex ? in Thursday(s Observer. .
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