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German river cruise is trip into history and quend

BY GRETCHEN HITCH
CORRESPOHDENT

When my husband and |
recelved the brochure from
Alumni College Abroad on the
legendary Rhine River, we
made rescrvations to revisit
Germany. Scenery along the
Rhire River Gorge was the
high point of ali the vistas, vil-
lnges and eastles.

Starting at Mainz, our cruis-
er first pussed Elirenfels castle
or the “Mouse Tower” built by
the Archbishops of Mainz to
collect 10lls from passing mer-
chants in the Rhine Gorge near
Bingen. Qur excellent guide
recounted the legend of the
Mouse Towet in the middle of |
the Rhine River: During
famine in the year 969, the
starving peasants implored the
Archbishop of Mainz to sell the
grain in his granaries, but he
refused, wailing for higher
prices, When they matched on
his castle, he ordered the gran-

Alumni Campus Abroad in
June was described as
“Unrivaled scenic beauty that
crowns the banks” The Rhine
originates in Switzerland and
winds its way through six
countrics, but the passage
through the garge between
Mainz and Koblenz with its
formidable castles is spectacu-
lar. Qur starting point was
Breisach, and on the first day's
outing, three busses took the
passengers to 12th century
Freiburg with its cathedral on
Munsterplatz surrounded by o
daily outdoor farmers’ market,

Luncheon at the half-tim-
bered Black Forest Inn cli-
maxed with Black Forest Cake,
and the tour bus teok us on to
Strasbourg, France. With
Enuros as the currency now,
crossing the border was seam-
less in every way,

Located in France's Alsace
region, Strasbourg’s been back
and forth as part of France and
Germany lt times. A lecturc on
the

showed the vast importance otl
moveable type invented there

_.by Johannes Gutenberg, .

On to Berlin, its muscums
and its construction cranes,
The German capital changed
after the fall of the wall in 1989
to a reunited Berlin, and o con-
stant wave ol rebuilding hos
fesulted in countless cranes on
many building sites and a con-
stant roar of cquipment.,

As tourists in Berlin, after
Unter den Linden, it's the
muscums that hove to be seen
and the five are on the Spree
River's Museum Jsland in the
former East Berlin, In March,
an article in the New York
Times said, “The muscums
carricd the sears of German
history. In the 1930%, The
Nazi’s stripped them of what
was called degenerate modern
art, (After World War IT) West
Berlin's response was to con-
vert palaces in the
Charlottenburg district into
museums nnd build the Neue
ie near the Berlin

aries opened. The
rushed in and he closed the
bara door and set it afire, A
gaggle of mice ran out of the
barn, following the
Archbishop, whe rushed to the
Mouse Tower castte. The mice
pursued him, All that was left
of thut bishop was a skeleton.
The next River Rhine specter
is Castle Reichenstein, which
also has its legend, but with a
happicr ending. In the Middle
beautiful girl, Gcrdn,
d in the castle, fell in
ce who lived
nearby Castle
Reichenstein. The prinee’s,
uncle tried to arrange o mat-
riage for the prince with
Gerdn's father, but then the
uncle fell in love with Gerdn
and he decided To marry the
young womun himself. During
-the ride to'the weddingthapel,
Gerdu's horse bolted, the uncle
unfortunately fell to his death
when his horse reared up, and
the young couple was married
as first planned.

Next, the awaited Loreley, n
quartzite rock, 435 feet high,
narrows the river valley creat-
ing n treacherous bend.,
According to legend, seven
lond virgins singing on the
rock lured sailors to their
doom at this nurrawest part of
the river. Coming up is
Rlicinfels Castle, the largest on
the Rhine, built in 1245 by the
Count of Katzenellenbogen.

‘The cruise on the legendary
River Rhine sponsored by
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In a 6:00 p.m. parformance

Community at the Council of
Europe emphinsized the educa-
tional focus. The wines off

* Alsnce were tasted on the

Route du Vin in its medieval
village of Obernal in the Vosges
foothills, At Ebersmuenster,
the group listencd to an organ
concert in an exquisite abbey.

The next morning, while the
ship departed Strasbourg for
Grefferen, Germany;, we sct out
on an excursion to Baden-
Baden, the luxurious casino
and resort with its Roman
Carcalla Baths. After the ship
was docked in Speyer, the
busses drove to the unmatch-
able university town of
Heidelberg on the Neckar
River, with its dramatic
medieval castle ruins overlook-
ing the roman bridge, one of
the fewspared in World war 11
bombings.

Exploring Heidelberg's stu-
dent bars, the Seppl and the
Red Ox Inn, where the Student
Prince is said to have been
written, followed. Soon it was
on to Speyer with its
Romanesque Cathedral. By
now, the doms or eathedrals
began to meld topether ina
Romnnesque-Gothic collage of
spires, In Worms, the group
studicd Martin Luther and the
Reformation and yet another
magnificent cathedral where
Luther tacked his reformation
thesis on the door in 1517,

An excursion to Mainz and
the Gutenberg Muscum

Wall" After a visit, a tour of the
Alte (old) Nationalgaleric is
essential,

The German aim, the Times
said, is to'eventually link all the
Berlin Museums with their
4,000 years of art by 2008,
The Pergamon Museum, with
its 40 meter high marble Greek
altar and 113 meter frieze of
Grecek statues--discovered in
1864 by Carl Humann in
Pergamon — excavated with
‘Turkish government permis-
sion and somehow brought to
Berlin, X

Prabably the most famous of
antiquities opened in 1930 at
Berlin's Pergamon Museum, “a
monument to Greek art,” with
its goddess Athena Hellenistic
seulpture, one of many on dis-
play.

An unexpected treat was the
timeless bust of Nefertiti (1340
B.C.) at the Agytisches
(Egyptinn) Museum. But dis-
appointing in June, the famous
Bradenburger Gate — called
the quintessential symbol of
Berlin — was enveloped in
plastic for repairs.

Inspired by the Athenian
entrance to Acropolis and fin-
Ished §n 1795, it was the mestio-
rable scene at the fall of the
Berlin Wallin 1989. Itis sc])r:(l-
uled to reopen in

According to legend, Castie Rheinsteln was home to a prince who married the beautiful Gerda after an Involved

courtship.
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e | Ave Maria Fine Art Gallery
August 24, 2002
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Fcahu‘ingartwor\c created l:y the Inuit pcop|e of Aretic Cnnndﬂ. Th:ir view
of the world is lnri"i:mtly Portrnycd throush their c‘rawinss and paintings.
This view is rcfrcslwingly naive, yet sophl‘ﬁ!icntcd‘ The images are both

humorous and sps’n’!uﬂl, |=nv1'ns the viewer with a sood fc=|in5.

Conveniently located at
Domnino's. Farms in Ann
Asbar. Taks (1S 25 to exit
41, then 12 mile [ast -
follow the signs ta Deminc's
Farnis ‘ons[rarhart Road,
North. of ! Plymouth Koad.
Entrance ia at Labby B.

Gallery Hauss:
Tuesday - ridag 10 a.m. to 6 pm.
Thursdag 10 am. to 8 p.m.
Saturday 10 am.to 3 p.m.

73307518
www.memaraart.com
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Grelchen Kitch Is a Bloomtield Village
sesident and former long-time colum-
nist for the Qbserver 5 Eccentric.

DOWNTOWN OXFORD
Saturday, August 24, 2002
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