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‘Police agencies vary in confession taping policies

BY LARRY O'COXNOR
*\ STATF WRITER

ulways compelling, but police

double homicide, a Livonin
police investigator was ques-
tioned ns to why the suspecet’s
erucial confession wasn't
recorded by video or audlo

agencies differ on whether it'’s
always a Memorex moment.
During a recent preliminary
exam for a man charged in the
Livonin Logan’s Rordhouse

A criminal confession §s
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tape:
The double homicide
occurred in the early hours of
July 8,

Livonia and Westland police
do not tape statements. Other
agencies like Farmington Hills,
Redford and Garden City cither
videotape or voice record state-
ments, but only in sclected
cases.

Livonia police officials
declined to comment on the
issue, noting the double mur-
der case involving Ellis
Robinson, who has been
charged in the Logan's mur-
ders, is ongoing.

e pros and cons of record-
ing interviews or interrogations
are many.

Minnesota and Alaska state
laws requlre all police agencies
tape interviews while such
recordings are a standard prac-
tice in Great Britain.

Proponcnts say the use of
video, especially in today's
high-tech ern, hits home with

Jjuries and clears up any percep-
tion that defendants may have
been coerced,

Subtletles captured

Also by taping, many
nuances such as the subject’s
demeanor or manner of speech
can be captured, which cannot
be reflected in o written state-
ment.

On the other side, police
investigators cite the possibility
of the suspect playing to llzc

‘
ngo. You didn't tape this one for
a reason,” sald Lt, Mare Stobbe,
head of the detective bureau.

hey try to tear the case
apart. We don't tape any of
them” :

‘To avert lnter claims of coer-
cion, suspects who give written
statements read and initial sev-
cral sentences that they were
not under durcss at the time of
the interview, Stobbe said.

The suspect in the Logan's
double homicide signed a simi-
lar document while giving his
confession.

Selective taping

Like Farmington Hills,
Redford and Garden City’s
police departments do tape
interviews in selective eases,
more likely those involving seri-
ous felonies.

The Redford Police
Department has had the eapa-
bility to videotape interviews
sinee moving into its headquar-
ters 10 years ago.

Investigators will videotape
interviews when they feel nec-
essary, & Redford police official
said.

It provides you with a medi-
um to present to the jury so
they can sce that there was no
trickery nnd everything was
done corretly,” said John Buck,
Redford police deputy chiel.

In Garden City, a detective in
the recent double iomicide
audio taped an entire interview
with the suspect, Steven Maier,
who d to a Michi,

said, “Sometimes you want to
build a rapport with them,

“You don't want all that kind
of stuflon tape”

Hills Assistant Chiel Nebus
agreed.

"'ﬂlu:l'cf are many times that
people, if you put a tape
recorder in front of them, they
won't talk to you,” Nebus said.

Aformer Wayne County
prosccuting attorney sces mer-
its to both sides,

Michael Reynolds, who now
works in private practice,
recalled a solid written state-
ment was enough to win con-
victions in felony cases when he
was in the prosceutor’s office
from 1988-94.

Still, Reynolds doesn't think
it's a bad idea to record n sus-
pect’s statement whencever pos-
sible. '

For one, the clectronfc
recording equipment is more
affordable. "People are more
used to secing things on TV
today;” Reynolds said.

n the future, the state attor-
ncy might step in to make :
videotnping statements mandn-
tory, if only to maintain consis«
tency, Reynolds said,

A videotaped confession is
not foolproof, suggest some in
the legal profession.

An Ohio University psycholo-
& professor did a study that
found the camern angle can
skew a juror's perception.

1f the camera lens Is focused
only on the confessor, there was

heigl: d sense of guilt, the

video camera or the
equipment failing at a criticat
time,

In Farmington Hills, police
may record or videotape state-
ments, but does not tape them
all. There is no written depart-
ment policy on recording state-
ments.

“It just depends on the case
and the cireumstances of each
ease,” Nebus said.

In the Westland police detec-
tive bureau, the reason not ta
record is simple,

“If you ta?c some and not the
others, you have defensc attor-
neys and other types asking
‘Why didn't you tape this one?
Yout taped the one four wecks

State Police trooper and later to
the Garden City investigator.

That's rare, Garden City Lt.
Michael Lindman said. An
investigator will usually talk 1o
the suspect first before switch-
ing on a tape recorder in order
to clarify pertinent details,

Rapport disrupted

Lindman and other police
officials agreed that some sus-
peets may clam up when the
*record” button is pushed - or
feel that their trust has been
violated,

*You can talk about all kinds
of things that have nothing to
do with the crime;” Lindman

Complement your health.

professor reported,

The same held true if the
camera was only pointed at the
interrogator, who was more .
likely to be perceived as pres+
suring the subject into confess-
ing.

The professor suggested his
findings pointed to a need fora
national standard for videotap-
ing police interviews,

*Virtually anything you do
can be subject for eriticism,”
Reynolds said.

Staft writer Heather Needham con-
tributed to this story.
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