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Be on the
lookout for
guardian
angels

ow many times have
H we aflowed life to dic-

tate to us our own cir-
cumstances? To make us vie-
tims as if we had no say in
who our friends were, where
we spent our time, or even in
who would decide what we
wanted to do with our lives?

While I would admit that
there are certain things we
have no say in (like who our
parents are), most things are
well within our control. How
we decide to feel about
things, whether or not to
aceept certain behavior from
people, or where we want to
work. In reality we control
our own destinies.

I'm living proof that where
you start does not determine
where you end up. Granted,
I'm not a perfected person by
any stretch of the imagina-
tion. 1 still watch too much
classic sports, certainly am
not out sailing the yacht with
Chauncey (yet), and drivea
modest mid-size car
However, nonc of things arc
of greatest significance to
me, 1t's the relationships I've

VBS combines

BY JOI KUBRED
STATF WRITER

‘What do bugs have in common with the
Bible?

Plenty, if you look at them through the
eyes of any child who attended Vacation
Bible School at First United Methodist
Church in downtown Farmington earlier this
month. On a “Bug Safari” kids from First
Methodist and Salem United Church of
Christ learned the Biblical story of David,
I\:'Iha grew from a young shepherd to & great

ng.

The materal was uscd {n a number of
churches this year, according to First
United's director of education Carolyn Wik.

“It is n very popular one, used all over the
U.S,," she said. *It appronches the Biblical
story through the use of bugs...cach one has
 Bible verse”

‘The idea of combining the program for the
two churches came last year, when First
Methodist, on Grand River, was undergoing
renovations,

"We were looking for & place to have it
Wik said. Salem is located on Oakland
Street, within watking distance,

This year, Salem children walked to the
Methodist church, carrying balloons and
receiving a warm welcome,

“This is something we've decided we want
to keep going,” Wik said.

At North Congregational Church, vacation
church school has been a tradition for many
vears. Assistant minister Mary Biedron says

ids have fun, but that's not the program's
main focus.

“We're trying to provide an opportunity for
children from our church and children from
the community to approach some Bible
themes in a way that we can’t on a Sunday
morning. You can be very interactive when
you have more time,” she said,

1:he summer offering gives adults \\'llw may

had the chance tobe a part
of and the kind people
who've helped mold me into
the person I've grown into
today.

Not so long ago my life
lacked spark and purpose, I
was one of the Legions of
Mediocrity who worked 9-5
in my office job, relishcd my
weekends off and haped for
enough cxtra moncy to enjoy
a nice evening out with my
friends or female compan-
ion.

However, like many of
you, I felt an uncasiness that
I could do more. I wasn't
daing what I really wanted
and didn't have the foggiest
idea even what it was, And I
was living my Jife in fear.
Because of the sustain
shame I felt because I wasn't
living my life anything neara
reasonable facsimile of what
1 considered fulfilling.

low me to stop fora

moment and assure you that
thereisa hnr]py part to this
article. And here itis, I final-
ly found my purpose and my
courage and my cause
became bigger than my fear.
1 turned to the only thing
that could help me accom-
plish my goals in a reason-
able amount of time: God.

1asked God tolead me to
people who'd be sympathetic
to my need to thrive not sur-
vive, Not long after that 1
met the incomparable Gerri

agee.
For those of you who are

familiar with

Phenenomenew!, Ge'rrl ’I:n

in regular Sunday School
teaching an n{;portunlty to interact with kids
and offers a glimpse into what North
Congregational is all about.

“Some churches use (vacation Bible school)
as evangelism,” she sald, "We scc this nsan
apportunity for people to sec our church, 1o
sec what we have to offer and then makea
choice,” Biedron xaid.

Nearly 70 students attended the program
this year, which has grown every year by
nbout 10 or 15 children. It's offered in
August, between summer vacations and

activities and the start of the school year,
“A lot of families are ready for their chil-
;i;lcdn to do something constructive,” Biedron

As one of the
morning's
activities at
First United
Methodist’s
Vacation Bible
School pro-
qram, pre~
schoolers {left)
helped to make
the merning
snack for
everybody. At
right, Megan
Pierce saysa
prayer at the
beginning of
the program at
the Methodist
church,

Bible lessons, fun
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Carlie Couzens reaches for one of the balloons that didn't get taunched at the beginning of vacation bible school.

one of the of
that publication and writeaa
monthly column, While call-
_ingtoplaceanad formy -
handwriting business (I'm a
cenlﬂ:)dlhnnd:kﬂdng .
expert), I struck up acons
versation with h:r.’ :
Well, we got talking and
getting to know one another
and it just 30 happened that
. we were on the same spiritu-
* al page and both into being
the best human beings we
could be, One thingledto- =
anotherand a wonderful - -
ossomed. .

Cantor Stephen Dubovof West  and the community. Our whole
Bloomfield is starting a brand mishpacha”
new congregation in the Until a permanent loceation is
wrea s st mmi,éhc eonmmﬁonv;-ill e
Aftersix in jonat  meet at Green Elementary locat
Temple Bﬂ?l‘lnln Bhopudeld in West Bloomfield on Walnut
 Hills, Cantor Dubovhasdecided  Lake Road. There, Friday night
thatthebest waytoreachoutto  services ~ which will be open to
the community heso enfoysand - tha public - will take place, Also
Tespects istoformhisowncon-  for this Initial period, Green

Elementary will be the home of
the congregation’s new Religious
school conststing of pre-K though
;- 12th grade.

Cantot Dubov will personally
work with all Bnal Mitzvah stue
dentst each and

every member of our Jewish com-
munity to become charter mem-
bers of the new congregation.

Says Cantor Dubov, *Don't wait
10 join. The congregation’s pre-
mier services start with this year's
High Holy Day services™

Rosh Hashanah services will be

" held at 7:30 p.m, Friday, Sepl. 6

and 10 a.m. Saturday, Sept. 7 at
the Parthenon House on Drake
Road just south of Walnut Lake
Road in West Bloomfield. The

Cantor’s daughter Alcksandr, &
voice majorat Interlochen Arts
Amdcme' in Traverse City, will

joinin

Preg y
one of them for their simeha, In The voice faculty from
- fact, the congregation is now fochen Arts Academy in
. f jons for Bar and  Traverse City, will join the servie-
- Batmitzvah dates through 2007. e, The swice faculty from
- Furth hy dochen Arts Academy will
“hasarranged for weddings, funer- . present the choral music, sccom-
" alsand panied by pianist Martin
Mandelbsum. The Kol Nidre

Cantor Dubov invites each and

Service at 7:30 p.mi. Sunday, Sept.
15 will feature the beautiful
sounds of ccliist Yurei Lenovitich.

Chaye Olam is a growing, thriv-
ing center of Judaism where both
young and old are welcomed and
cherished, The congregation will
depend on its members to shape
its character through their
involvement in programming and
planning comm'ttees.

Cantor Dubov is known for ere-

Cantor Stephen Dubov and his daugh-
ter,

aling di sucl
as Jazz Shabbat, the Annual
Senior’s Concert, and the touring
Kidz Klezmer Band, As well,
Cantor Dubov has arranged
Broadway and Yiddish concerts.
Cantor Dubov was invested in
1991 with n master’s degree from
Hebrew Union College ~ Institute
of Religgion in Jerusalem and New
York City. He is a member of the
Reform movement’s America
Conference of Cantors as well ns

member of the Cansenvation
Cantors Usion, the Cantor’s
Assembly,

Call (248) 752-6669 for
answers to questions, for the
Religious School schedule and to
obtain a membership packet.

High Holy Day tickets for this
September at the Parthenon
House, on sale now, may be pur-
chascd by phoning (248) 752-
6669,




