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room, I'm never depressed
because they show you who
thicy are, Their personalities
come right out.”

Declater does portrait studies
of dogs in the home, at the park
or wherever they feel comfort-
able -~ the same with children
or brides and grooms. She'fl
travel nearly anywhere to cap-
ture the essence of a subject.
Her images of flowers are
another matter. DeLater shoots
for a painterly quality to portray
their softness,

“I thought, how can I photo-
graph flowers differently? So I
placed a rose in a container
filled with water and then froze
it. I try to use natural light with
all my work and have even used
mint in my garden for a diffused
green background. My biggest
compliment is when people see
thils, is to say that it looks like a
painting”

DeLater likes giving compli-
ment3 na well as receiving them.
Her prise far.Art on the Green
shouldn’t be taken lightly.
DeLater will do eight art fairs
this season, some ns far away as
Chicago. It was there she won
Best 2-D Art in the Ella Fine
Arts Show in June, This is her
second year showing in the
Franklin fair.

“It's the atmosphere,” said
DeLater, “It’s nice because it's

~Bigand open with lots of shade

and it feels like fall, I grew upin -

Oxford on 15 acres and it's very
refreshing”

Peggy Kery grew up in
Franklin so it's no surprise she
toves the community as well, As
president of the Franklin
Council of Visual and
Performing Arts, she takes spe-
cial pride in the intimate show
on the Village Green.

“People love the setting. They
bring their kids {n strollers. Its
a family friendly event,” said
Kerr, who volunteers any time
away from her pasition as spe-
cial programs director at The
Community House in
Birmingham to the Franklin
arts council. “In the early years,
the first couple shows were in
October with 45 artists. We're
now at the maximum. We want
to keep it small so it's not over-
whelming. People can park and
walk, For someone for whom it's
hard to get around it's doable,
and the Franklin Cider Mill's
right there”

In addition to being a great
way to start fall, visitors will go
home fecling ut being
able to help others. The non-
profit arts council donates prof-
its from booth and jurying fees
to The Community House
scholarship for summer art
camp, Haven, Child Abuse &
Neglect Council, VSA arts of
Michigan, and others.

“We do believe in giving
back," said Kerr, “and we don't
take a commission from artists,
We have a family of artists who
are with us every year. People
who leave and come back, new
people coming from out of
state, Having people come from

Glnger Detater captures the playful+
ness of pupples through the lens of
her camera.

out of state lor a one-dny show
is a compliment”

Maybe it's the festivities of the
58th annual Labor Day parnde
beginning at noon at Evelyn
Court nnd Franklin Road just
south of the Franklin Cider Mill
that adds to the fun. Or the art
fair cntertainment. One-man
band Rennie Kaufmann plays
show tunes while Blackman and
Armnold take the encrgy level a
noteh lower with folk and
acoustic music. Kids can make
bookmarks, by collage or
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media. Earlicr this summer
her work intrigued crowds in
Greektown and ot the Ann
Arbor State Strect Art Fair.
Like Arts, Beats & Eats organ-
izers, Bagnasco sees herselfas
evolving,

“My work is collnge using
vintage phaotos and found
objects and are based on sto-
ries ar quotes, They have mes-
suges about core values that
people believe in and that
people can live by said
Bagnasco, wha earned a bach-
elor of fine arts degree from
the University of Michigan in
1987 then went on to work in
design and illustration before
turning to fine art two years
ago, *1 usc old shutters for
frames, old keys, pieces of
wood and trim from {lea mar-
kets, salvage yards and
antique stores, It's kind of Jike
improvisation with the found
objects. It gives you inspira-
tion. 1t gives a surrcal feel,

“Ilike Arts, Beats & Beats
because it’s an upbeat, urban
setting with the music and

di foods, It has a lot of

try their hand at painting a T-
shirt designed by VSA arts of
Michigan student Katic Wise,
VSA provides art and music
therapy programming for chil-
dren and adults with disabili-

ties, 3

“We'll have pottery demon-
strations by Mia Perlman, o
Groves High School art teacher,
and for  third year a booth
with 2002 Groves graduates
Jeff Pulker and Cass Higden.
We want them to have that
experience as artists - to say
here's your opportunity to sell
your work.";

It seems the Franklin arts
council is always trying to
brighten someonc’s day. In
addition to hosting art projects
for children during the annual
Holly Day in Franlin, this sum-
mer they produced the first
Music on the Green concert
series in July.

*I grew up in Franklin. They
used to have the Strawberry
Social;" said Kerr, “Now there's
this new life being breathed into
thecity, .

*“We're (the arts council) small
and we don't have an office but
we hope to expand the music
serics next year”

But don't wait until then to
enjoy the fruit of the arts coun-
cil's efforts. In addition to
DeLater, fair goers are sure to
enjoy the whimsical animal
sculptures of G, Todd Vaughan,
printmaking by Michacl
McCullough (Farmington
Hills), glass by Andrew Madvin
(West Bloomfield), and raku by
Birmingham Groves graduate
Ed Risak, to name a fow,

“It's finc art that you might
not typically sce at a craft fair)”
said Kerr, “Sometimes people
come looking for a gift, We're
looking for a range of prices so
cveryone can feel they can walk
away with something. Most of
the people who come, come to
buy. They don't have nnother

encrgy.”

Bagnasco's art is typical of
works shown in the festival.
Art director Lisa Konikow
looks for creativity and overall
quality of craftsmanship, The
Bloomficld Township resident
knows art. She used to man-

and in a few short years
have earned a reputation as

* the 23rd best fine art show
in the nation by Sunshine
Artist magazine."

age the former Xochipilli
gallery in Birmingham,

“We had over 900 artists
apply from across the U.S. and
Canada,” said Konikow. “It’s a
juried fine arts show featuring
ceramics, painting, drawing,
photography, sculpture, digi-
tal art, fnbric/ﬁbcr. glass,

"When I'm excited F'm
thrilled,” said Konikow. “I've
been here since the ineeption.
We've streamlined what we
do, We have package pickup
for patrons. We started with
100 artists and in a few short
years have carned o reputa-
tion as the 23rd best fine art
show in the nation by
Sunshine Artist magazine”

Lori Witz is just as deter-
mined to carn a reputation for
the music portion of the festi-
val. She weeded through 300
submissions and CDs looking
for “a professional sound and
different styles of music.” She
found up and coming artists
like Southfictd jazz flutist
Althea Rene (see related
story).

*We have six stages includ-
ing the Farmer Jack stage for
kids,"said Lori Witz, music

wood, graf pr

jewelry (precious and non-
precious metal), and mixed
media (2-D and 3-D).

The $10,000 in awards
drew some of the best local
artists as well including Stan
Megdall (glass), Barbara and
Ernest Abel (photography)
and Susan Cobb (fabric/fiber)
of West Bloomficld; Donna
Beaublen (mixed media) Troy;
Adam Shirley (jewelry)
Birmingham, and William
Theyer (photography)
Redford. Kalamazoo artist
Lewis Turdy is sure to stop
erowds with his large-scale
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“We try to keep it
separate. The Flagstar Bank
stage is rock, jazz and country,
Pepsi is all types of rock,
Miller Lite is blues, r &b with
somc jazz, Anti-Defamation
League is all acoustic music,
Dodge is Latin to country”

Donnie Van Zant and 38
Special bring new music as
well as old favorites like Hold
on Loosely and Caught Up in
You to the Flagstar Bank
stage 8:30 p.m. Saturday,
Aug. 31, They've beenona
whirlwind tour since February
crisscrossing the nation,

Van Zant tock a few min-

Special is recording in their
Atlanta, Gu. studio,

“We have 8-tracks together
already,” suid Van Zant. “It’sa
rock 1’ roll record. We wanted
something that was up in your
face. We wanted to get back to
it

“It's been a very busy year.
We released A Wild Eyed
Christmas Night with tradi-
tional music and four origi-
nals at the end of 2001, did a
Warner Bros, tribute CD for
Hank Williams, and recorded
a sound track to Super |
Troopers, a movie about
troopers with an attitude.”

Not bad for a band eclebrat-
ing its 27th anniversary,
While others have come and
gone, 38 Special keeps rolling
on, After it finishes this tour
in October, it records and
then it's back on the road in
February. Van Zant said he
draws his energy from the
crowd especially on nights like
this one in Alaska. After
spending 7 1/2 hours on the
planc and another twa in the
car, the group hits the stage
ready to rock.

"We're somie busy old guys,”
said Van Zant. “We'll keep
Rlaying as long as we keep

aving fun.

“We invite everyone to come
out. I guarantee they'll Jeave |
with a smile on their face”

ichomin@oe.homecomm.net
(734) 953-2145
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Every explorer needs a partner.

Summer’s not over yet, you still have time to visit
Greenfield Village. There's never been a better
time to experience 300 years of American History
then now when you get two general admission
tickets for the price of one.

Call 313.982.6001 or visit ww

salid during Ol Car Festival Weekend, September 7 & B.
any

Not v; other discounts, excludes IMAX & Museum. oo
nly at Greenfield Village Thru Sept. 16th

"THE FUNNIEST MOVIE OF THE SURMERT”

“'SERVING SARA' IS A SIXY. ZANY AND OVER-THE-TOP
ROAD HOVIE THAT ALL THE RULES...
This s coe wiklly wacky and tenically twisted comedh™

"MATTHEW PIRRY IS
DELIGHTFUL AND

McitthewPERRY  ElizabethHU
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“The Summer's Most Delirious Comedy.
‘SIMONE’ Is Funny And Smart”

Pichard Sctickal, TME MAGAZINE
'#’gaci_wnlsml’edad}ztfu Thkkk
. Hiziously nventive®
Reigns As Ong Of Our Jach Mahews, KEW YORK GALY REWS

*Al Pacino Rocks In A Great
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