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New teams will add

new grid excitement

Just when I
thought I was
getting the
hangof it -
actually I
wasn't - a few
new teams
popped into
the mix this
football sea-
son justto
make sure the
2002 cam-

becomes as
unpredictable as ever

From the established -
Farmington Harrison = to the
inaugural - Stoney Creck - play
in the Oakland Activities
Assoclation promises to be
rough and rugged.

‘The same can be said of the
Cathollc League, Metro
Conference and Flint Metro
League in which other area
teams compete,

It may be a little premature
to assume all the answers, but
like the athletes themsel\es. the
time is here to plunge head first
into another season of pigskin
prognostications.

Jim

L Toth

GP Liggett at Rochaster Hills Lutheran
Horthwast (4 p.m. Thursday): What batier
wiy to open Lhe sedson than wilh a victory,
The Crusaders bave a legitimate opportunity

PICK: CLARKSTOR.

Farndate at Aubutn Hills Avondale (7
p.m. Thursday); What's thls, an Avondale
deive opening with a pass play? Maybe even
20 enlice possession of passes, foo? Oon't
be surprised, but it you're 3 Vellow Jacket
{an. be patient. There will be a tot of new
taces, a fot of tearning, and this week, a
seasoned opponent,

PICK: FERRDALE.

Berkley at Bloomtield Hills Lahser (7 pr.
Thursday): Berkiey Bears where have you
been? The year was 1950 the last time the
Knights opened 1he foolbalt season wilh 2
win. QB Brett Balleau and teammates have
1eas of changing that.

H!

Waterford Mott ot Birmmingham Seaholm (7
p.m. Thursday): This clash has a Davld ang
Galialh taie to Il as 1he Corsalrs will ook fo
poner past the Maples. The size and experl-
ence (Matt returng 19 starters) stomps the
Maples,

PACK MOTT.

Hosth Fasmington at Bloom!isld Hills
Andover (7 p.m, Thursday): The Ralders
should compete for the 0AA Division 1) tille,
while the Barons are counted upon to do the
same In Divislon IV, A tew more familiar
faces, led by Jared Kirksey (FB/LB), get the
Job done for the Ralders.

PICK: NORTH FARMINGION.

Farmingtan at Madisen Helghts Madison
(T pum. Thursdsy): The Falcons are pleked
near the top of Oivislon 11l and the Eegles will
have to pull out 3l 1he stops 10 escape the
cellar of Divislon Iv, Enough sald.

PICK: FARMINGTON.

take Orlon at Southfield (7 p.m.
‘Thursday): The Biue Jays move their show up
4o Division  thls year and should be suc-

to do Just that with an
featuring the (lkes of Jasan Sadler, Steve
Swanson a0d Asron Eller, but the Xnfghts
counter wilh weapans of thelr own to escape
wilhawin,

PICK: LIGGLTT,

Stonsy Crask at Aachester (7 p.m,
Thursay: Talk about turf wars, The Cougars’
Inauqura season would be made with this
Inaugural victory. The Falcons, meanwhile,
are "supposed to win and often those are
Ihe hardest to achiave. Hot this tima, though.

PICK: ROCHESTER.

Troy st Waterlord Kettering (7 p.m.
Thuraday); The Colts should be a muche
Imptoved team and the Captains stand to
experlence It first-hand. GB Ryan Gritfith and
backlield mates Anthany Adams and Ken
Griffith race the Colts 1o victory,

PICK: TROY.

Troy Athens at Southfleld-Laihrup (7 p.m.
Thurscay): Opponents witt have ditflculty
moving the Chargers’ big men Fraderick
NeConnell (6-4, 310) #ll year, Look lor a more
experlencad Slaphon Thampien, Jr. to bene-
fit at 08 and outseore the Red Hawks.

ICK: LATHRUR.

Rochester Adsms at West Bloomfleld (7
pan. Thursdayk; Hape Ine Lakers ke playing
defense. They'li have 10 be at thelr best
because OB Mike Janes and company can
score at any time,

PCX: ADAMS,

Clarkstan at Blrmingham Groves (7 p.m.
Thursday): Question marks sutround bolh
teams early on a5 offensive Identiies e in
the hands of Inecperienced 0Bs. The Woives
have a3 littie more sie and a few more play-
makers fo Ihe Faicons to handle.

cesshol, they face & capable
Divislon muad vuud for its ewn Altle run,

PICK: LA

tllnbranb!lnuuool at Redford st.
Agatha-Bishop Borgess (730 p.m. Thursday):
QB Ryan Karotak returns 1o direct 8 spreac
cfense capable of scorlng from anywhere on
the field. Kyle Miller (FL/HB) and Ed Duke
{01/D1) are two other players sure to make
ictory happen,

PICK: CRANBROOK.

Davison at 0xford (1:30 p.m. Friday):
Where don't the Wikdeals have the edge? 0B
Kyle Rowley and teammales Luis Gomez and
Ryan Mersh lead thair team 10 victory,

PICK: QXFORD.

Orchard Lake S, Mary's vo. Ullca
Elsenhower at Slivardome (Seturday): The
Laglets lost the last gane of Jast year and
draw ihe Eagles, this season's pre-season
Ko, according to many. Delense Is slways
1he key 1o the Eagles success and this
theiling matchup wilf be na exception.

PICK: EISENHOWER,

Birmingham Brother Rice vs. Farmington
Hartlson at Sitverdome (4 p.m. Saturday);

Elecleifying RB Marcus Woods laoks to Jump
stert the Hanks toward fheir sixth conseeur
Tive state title, Woeds, atong wilh Ihe rest of
Ihe Hawks, will nead to de In mld-season
form to elude Ihe Warrlors' (inebacking corps
of Ryan Brittaln, Al Gioutsos and Jeft
Magmatla.

PICX: HARRISON,

Jim Totn is the sports edilos for the Troy and
Rochester Eccentric newspapers. He can be
seached al (248) 901-2578.
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Stonev Creek at Rothesler '

F R LIGgEtCAT R Ttheran orthwest Ligg

Jim Toth Marty Budner

Rochesler '

Berkley at Bloomheld Hulls Lahser

o 2t Bicmzsearomm - Mot

N Fatmlnglnn akB Andover

Birmingham Brother Rice vs,

Tim Smith Dan Stickradt

Ken Abramczyk  Dan 0'Meara.

Rochester
Athens ‘
Clarkston
Berklev

N, Falnqlo

Lake Orfon

FH. Harrison at Silverdome Harrison Harrison Harrison Harrison Harrison Harrison
LAST WEEK 0-0(.000} 0-0{(000) 0-0(000) 0-0(000) 0-0(000) 0-0(.000)
SEASON TOTAL 0-0(.0000 0-0(.000) 0-0(.000) 0-0(000) 0-0(.000 0-0(,000) |
GRID opponents), We're just so much  (299-58-1) on the verge of get-  we're goi: ug] into nno!her wugh
quicker and we are strong!® ting his 300th carecr victory. league wil schools,
FROM PAGE D2 The Falcons were 0-9 Inst “I'hope we get it this year," “The only diﬂ'erenu Tneels -
year but could see a quick Herrington said. “To think the  we'll be playinga football’
*Everyone has to be there (to turnnround in thelr confidence  coaching staf has been here ro each weck and they're
make it work), You can't be level with a few wins, Bechtel the whole time, it's a big mile- nll ouble our stze, which
absent or injured.” said. stone, but we don't want to could wear on you by the end
By hoving two separate “The only thing missingisa  lose sight of (the [Immedlate of the season,

units, the Ralders were able to
get a lot more done ln the pre-
scason, Burrell added.

“The offense is belng chal-
lenged every day by the
defense,” he said, “We're going
to get alot better and (do it)
quicker”

In contrast to the size of
teams and players, Farmington
and North might sce more
liu:rl in the OAA with teams

e Ferndale, Onk Park and
P?mmc Central on the sched-
ule

“That's what we're anticipat-
ing," Farmington coach John
Bechtel said, adding the
Falcons hn\c plenty of speed
themselves,

“Qur tailbacks have the
cnpability of taking it the dis-
tance,” he said.

“If they leave (Phillip)
Champion alone on the edge,
that will be a problem (for

whole string of victories,” he
said.
“1f we do that, this place will
E‘c I‘)Iouncin 8. People will be sky
8!

HAWKS START SATURDAY

Farmington Harrison will
play Catholic League power
Birmingham Brather Rice in
the scason opener for the
fourth time since 1991

‘The Hawks won the first
meeting but have lost three in
arow to the Warriors.

‘The teams also met in the
rinth game of 1993 and the ‘94
and '95 openers, Kickoff for
this year's game is 4 p.m.
Saturday at the Pontine
Silverdome,

‘The Hawks enter the scason
witha aﬁ-gnmc winning streak
- the longest in school history
~ and coach John Herrington

objective). We warit to win the

“We're cautious] npumhﬂc,

first game and have fun.” he added, "It's so difficult to
Those things, as wellasa play teams you've never plnye¢
No. 47 national ranking {n a We have no scouting rcporu
poll by Student Sports maga- On the other hand, they don't ~
zine, were the achievements of  have a scouting reportonus -
past Harrison tenms, he added,  from the last 20 years” B
“Qbviously, this team’s first Many of the Harrison play- *
goal is to beat Rice, but its nice  ers, especially the senlors, are
;c. have  things like thut going bigger and stranger, which
for you," Hi 's opti-
The Hawks, who won 1 mism, o
‘WLAA titles, begin thelr OAA “We've seen some tremens
Division I schedule next week  dous development from the
when Rochester comes to kids since they came fnas
Harrison. freshman, and I thinkthe -
“Clarkston was the only credit for that to (strength
(OAA) team we play ed, and coaclies) Blll Sf:l:l'n and Steve
that was a scrimmage,” Welse,” Herrington sald,
Herrington said, "‘I'hc improvement some
“The (WLAA) was an out- kids made fmmjun(ano sens

standing league, as you can tell

for year makes me feel good

byall the teams that made the  about the scason”
playoffs,

“We were K net|
league with big schouls nnd TH) 93200

Casino Windsor proves that no other siot club In the area gives you MORE! The Players Prestige™ Club has ahvrays given you
Cash Back - now you can eam bwics as much on your slot play with Double Cash

Back - from Sept. 1* to Nov.
atnoon). Double the Cash! Double the Fun! Nobody else ls doin it To quality, s your Players
Prestige card every time you play your favourite stot machine &t Casin Windsor. Membership
Inthe Players Prestige Ctub is FREE. Sign up todaylll

5 CASINO ASINO \\/INDSOR

More of what you're looking forl

3O™ {excludes Saturdays at noon ta Sundays

1-800-991-7272727

GoFor Fur, Nt For Broan.

‘estbrooke Golf Course-Novl
; Ir245-349-2723
als:

Saturtay Speciale:

r GRID PREVIEW !

BROTHER RICE
IR Head coach Al Fracassa, H4th year,
I Assistant coaches: Horm Xrawczak;
Chuck Padder: David S ich Corone; Rick
Fracassa; Mike Lodi le Boerkel: Adam

ﬂllll\lnn Calholic League

l 2001 rwomn -4 (ovmll) 34(Teaque).
Key off yerx: Cody Nolen (641,
ZAS) junlor, 06; Anlnnny Jackson (-9, 17
senior, WR: Jefl Stachowlak 61, 173}, sen]
WR; Doug Pickens (-1, 183), senlor, OB; Al
Gloutsas (60, 205), senlor, RB; Mike Decker (6
3, 215). senior, OT; Jason Horton (510, 208),
senlor,RR.
I Kuy defensive players: Ryan Brillain (6

2, 221, seolor, L8; Jeff Magnatia {5-1, 208),
senior, L8; Katt Eschbach (61, 245), senloe, KT;
Vluﬂhn Tomlin (6-, 260), senlor, DT.

& Toam Esperlence with smarl
returning quarterback: solid defense,; slrong
two-way play of Stachowiak end Gloutsos: key
relurning players at skl pesitions.

B Fracessa sayz *f think we have enough
Quys coming back that we can fleld a decent
team. Hopetully, the young guys we have witt
Cevelop snd kmprove as the season goes on.
We have 1o lind 4 whole new offensive ling,
Theré's 20 breather in our schecule, 50 walt
have 10 play our hearts out each gama. |
the defense will be the strength of our team™e

: TRYOUTS SCHEDULE 3

16-UNDER PANTHERS

‘Two-day tryouts for the 2003
Michigan Panthers 16-and-
under teavel baseball team will
be 3 p.m. Saturday and Sunday,
Sept. 7-8, at Harrison High
School (12 Mile Road between

rehard Lake and Middlebelt).

T’hc team will play approxi-
mately 45 games in Jeague and
tournament play, Last scason’s
15-and-under team competed in

a AABC district tournament.For
more information, call

Bill Richards 6-9 p.m,

or10 am.to 9 p.m. thkthdl at
(248) 344-2792,

15-UNDER PANTHERS

The 15-and-under Mi
Panthera travel baseball thw -
will have tryouts for the. 2003
season at lldlsm. ::ytuzdly
Sept. 14, and Sunday, Sept. 18,
at Walled Lake Middle School.
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Amazing Corn Maze
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more Information
248) 628-4014
www.amazingmaze2001.com

18 holes of golf with a cart $40.00

Call (734) 397-6460 for your reservation now!
Sce you at the Tee!
Great weekend Tee times are also aveilable!

2936 LOTZ ROAD » CANTON, Mt |
734-728-1300 |

Located 10 minutes nosth of 32 mile| Rechesier
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