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Congressional candidates trade shots as campaign intensifies

Joe Knollenberg and  York.a ranking House
. . N emacrat who was in town
David Fink taking

Wednesday stumping for Fink.
. The Knollenberg campaign
aim at one another ook he opportnity to knock

some of her “anti-senior” votes

9TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

Communities in the new 9th Congressional District include:
Auburn Hills, Beverly Hills, Bingham Farms, Birmingham,
Bloomfield Hills, fleld Township, Farmington,

and lnk them to Fink.

Fink, the Democratic chal-
lenger from West Bloomfield,
denounced Knollenberg's

BY DAN WEST
STAFF WRITER

if the opening weeks of their
paign are an
indication, the congressional
race between Joe Knollenberg
and David Fink will revolve
around senior issues,

In press releases and at pub-
lic events in recent days, both
candidates eriticized the other's
policies regarding Social
Seeurity reform, Medicare, pre-  Tuesday, Both swiped at

iption drug ge and Knollenberg's past actions that,
taxes, Knollenberg, the incum-  they said, reflects a desire to
bent Republiean from privatize Social Security, which
Bloomfield Township, stammed  would leave these tax withhold-
U.S. Rep. Nita Lowey (D-New  ings at the whim of an unstable

that
declared he's against privatiza-
tion of Soclal Security. Fink
said Knollenberg's voting
record and past statenients
contradict the mailing’s mes-
sage. Fink was flanked by U.S.

Farmington Hills gathering

Farmington Hills, Franklin, Keego Harbor, Lake Orion, Oakland
Township, Orchard Lake, Orion Township {part), Rochester,
Rochester Hills, Troy, Waterford and West Bloomfleld.

recent taxpayer-funded mailing
Jistributed to +

stock market and other invest-

Fink said. “We shouldn’t gam-
Sen. Carl Levin (D-Detroit) ata |

accounts, Fink reminded the
audience Knollenberg spoke in
favor of stock market invest-
ments in past re-election cam-
paigns. Referencing a number

of Knollenberg's votes in recent

ment methods, years, Fink contends the con-
“We can’t afford to take gressman supported measures

moncy out of the system and that took moncy out of the

put it into the stock market,” Socinl Security Trust Fund to

pay down the national debt,

ble with that safety net” fund tax cuts and other govern-
As individuals report more ment programs,
losses to their retirement *“That took awny from a pro-

Jjected $4 trillion surplus for the
Social Security Trust Fund at
the beginning of 2001," Fink
said, “This would have protect-
ed the system and its benefici-

aries longer.

"Hc's opposed to use of the
word privatization, but his
record shows otherwise”

Fink'’s comments angered
Knollenberg campaign chair-
man Paul Welday, who said the
challcnger is twisting facts to
scarc seniors,

*If this is what hic’s going to
do, then he has an obligation to
tell people what are his ideas
for long-term solvency of Social
Security,” Welday said,

‘The way Social Sccurity is
currently funded, fncome taxes
collected from today’s workers
fund bencfits for today’s senior
citizens, Over the next 20 years,
as the baby-boomier generation
retires, analysts said if the sys-
tem doesn't change, it could
run out of money because
income taxes won't cover bene-
fits ns the demand increases,

Knollenberg, Welday said, is

responsibly researching “all
options” to address the Social
Security dilemma. Welday sald
the congressman never voted to
privatize the system, but found
merit to some programs that
give people the option to invest
some of their Social Security
taxes in equity accounts, bonds
or fixed income funds,

“Joe Knc]]enbcrgl \mulld
niever require people to invest
their Social Sccurity withhold-
ings,” Welday said, *f would ask
David Fink and Carl Levin to
stop attncking us and explain
how they're going to solve the
problem?”

Fink had no specifics, but
sald he believes there's a bipar-
tisan solution. "Right now,”
Fink said, "all we're hearing isa
lot of partisan rhetoric and a lot
of disingenuous claims about
privatization,”
dwest@oehomecommnet | (248) 9012575

Routes also go to such places
as Westland Shopping Center
and to park-and-ride lots at
Westland City Hall or Ford
Field in Livonia.

“Now we must aggressively
try to get more viders;” snid
Dan Dirks, general manager of
SMART. *We have geared our
service to entry level workers,
We noticed in February (2001)
that as the economy changed,

SMART

FROM PAGE A1

Bus routes include stops at
Scheojeraft College and
Madonua University in Livonia
and the Orchard Ridge cam-
pus of Oakland Community
College, and along Grand

River in Farmington and
Farmington Hills.
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fares, something SMART
badly needs, Dirks admits,

Of the $90 million annual
budget, 38 pereent comes from
the state, The millage should
gencrate most of the balance -
about $40 million, Fares bring
in the rest.

Dirks hopes to buy the new
casy-to-board Gillig transit
buses during the next three
years; ndmittedly, some of the
current buses arc in bad shape.

1y noticed.”

“Getting workers to where
the jobs are ~ that's our No., 1
mission,” Dirks said, Ridership
has picked up in the
Farmington arca especially,
Dirks said. Many jobs - as
many as seven out of 10 - are
more than 10 miles away from
the central part of Detroit. “We
have one of the most dispersed

said. Gillig, based in California,
started out as a carringe and
THE FAREBOX buggy maker in 1890 and now

is one of the leading builder of

More riders means more the *low floor” buses,

RN,

It's not just what we do. It's how we do It.
28050 Grand River Avenue, Farmington Hills, M1 48336-5933, 248.471,.8000 HMEALTH

The millage vote did espe-
cially well in affluent Oakland
County, in part beeause of sup-
port from L. Brooks Patterson,
Oakland county executive.

Winning margin pereent-
ages weve 66-33 in Oakland,
55-45 in Wayne and 57-43 in
Macomb.

“Patterson and Ed
McNamara {(outgoing Wayne
County executive) helped usa
lot,” Dirks snid.

The second biggest

vans of any mass transit sys-
tem.” Dirks does not fear the
future and discussions in
southeast Michigan and in the
state legislature about regional
transportation and such agen-
cies s Detroit Area Reglonal
Transportation Authority
{DARTA):

“We will complement any
service expansion in the area.
We are the ‘background serv-
ice! No matter what they :lo

base for SMART is the elderly
and the disabled, Dirks said.
“We have one of the highest
percentages of small buses and
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A sudden trip to the hospitsl needn’t always signal that something is wrong, On the contrary, it may mean that everything Is
just right... as with a trip to Botsford's Special Delivery Center. In fact, the birth of a healthy newbom Is one of life's most joyous
moments. Botsford is delighted to be able to contribute to and share in those moments. The physicians, nurses and support
personnel comprising our Special Delivery Center are among the most competent professionals you ¢an find. They defiver total
obstetrical care from pre-natal to post-natal. And Botsford’s complete network of Women's Health Services continues to mest
the changing health care needs of women throughout their lives. Botsford Care — unique and always there for you.
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tems must have a bus feeder
system.” SMART ridership is
about 200,000 passengers per
week.

Botsford is there.

E‘

. v

5 PO 1ty




