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injuries,” anid John Campos,
wite manager and chief pilot
for Survival Flight.

‘The flight nurses interface
with local emergency medieal
servico personnel, who are the
first to arrive, before they sta-
bilizo the patient and lond
him into the helicopter.
Assessment of the patient's
condition as well as all neces-
sary immediate procedures
are conducted in the air as the
Survival Flight team trans-

patient is treated by a nurse
in a traditional ER, that nurse
is most likely backed by a
stafl of additional nurses and
dactors, In the helicopter, n
Survival Flight nurse only hns
his portner.

“During an emergency in
the ER, a nurse calls for tho
doctor,” Campos said, “What

. do our nurses do (in the same
situation)? They go to work.”

*“We only have ench other,”
Philipson snid of the Survival

. Flight nurses. “You learn to
trust your partner, to read
ench ather's minds, to antici-
pate the next move.”

Fllght nurse Elaine Philipson toads a patient Inte an ambufance near a helicop-

ter landing site.

requesting a hospital-to-hospi-

ports the patient to the near- A DAY INTHE LIFE . tal transport of a patient from
est appropriate facility. a medical facility in Pontioc
As Campos explained, July2 began like everyother  back to the university hospi-

patients brought to a regular
ER have the benefit of not
only a hospital full of
resources, but a team of doc-
tors and nurses to utilize
thase resources, Survival
Flight nurses only have a sin-
gle medical kit and each other
“ERs have cabinets full of
stuif. We have a blue bog,”
Cumpm snid, refersing to dm
2-hy-2-fc ’pnckf.hnl t

day for Survival Flight nurses. A
typical shift starts at 7 a.m, with
flight-checking the nircraft on
the helipad located above the U-
M emesgeney department, Two
of the program’s three helicop-
ters are in serviee at any given
time, while a single Cessnn
Citation jet is ststioned at near-
by Willow Run Alrport.

After ensuring that al}

all the necesaary. medical sup-
plics the nurses might need.
*“It'n nmazing what those
nurses pull out of that blue
bug.”

Despite the tiny quarters,
Survival Flight nircraft are
licensed as fully-functioning

“Tho only thing we can’t do
in the helicopter is take an X-
ray,” flight nurse/paramedic
Chris Wagner gnid.

But whether certain equip-
ment is available, survival
depends on the medical pro-
fessionals in whose care a
patient is entrusted. When

is good to go, the
nurses wait. Due to the varied
and unpredictable nature of
the job, anything can happen
next.

On this particular summer
day, the radio remained quict
for most of the morning. This
ensured ndequate time to
complete rounds, a weekly
event in which members of
the Survival Flight team meet
to review and discuss the
medical care and flight safety
of patients transported during
the past week.

At about 12:30 p.m. commu-
nications specialist James
*JJ” Jorgensen received a cubl

tal. After making all neces-
sory

tral, The patient was alrendy
stabilized so Philipson nnd
Wagner, afler getting
debricfed by emergency room
personnel, checked vital signs,
ed Ve and secured

dmpnl:hed the call to Survival
Flight tenm members just fin-
ishing their lunch in the cnfe-
terin. Philipson, Wagner and

pilot Chris Landis responded.

‘The patient was serious hut
not critical, s0 the crew had
more than the usunl five
minute preparation ime
before take-off to gather
equipment, slip on helmets
and make their way to the
helipad for departure.

Since the Pontinc hospital
did nat have nn adequate
landing zone for the helicop-
ter, Landis touched down in
the parking lot of n National
Guard armory three blocks
from the fcility, where an
ambulance was waiting to
pick up the crew.

Once at the hospital, the
Survival Flight team took con-

. SPOTLIGHT ON.

the patient on a stretcher.

Bunck at the armory, Landis
fired up the engine and within
minutes the helicopter was in
the air and on ita way to Ann
Arbor.

The paticnt became compti-
cated in flight, resisting the
portable ventilator propped on
Philipson's knces. Wagner
ealmly went into action, stabi-
lizing the patient while
Philipson stroked the
patient's forchead and
expinined what was going on.

About 15 minutes and four
units of transfused blood later,
the helicopter Janded at the
university. As the whir from
the speeding rotors died
down, Philipsan and Wagmer
unloaded and wheeled the
patient directly to the Critical
Care Medical Unit, where
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staff from that department
took over.

But Philipson and Wagmer's
job was not dune. Since their
main priority after the patient
is transferred is to yet the air-
craft rendy to fly aguin, it was
buck out te the helicopter to
disinfect equipment and
restock supplies, Later, the
nurses would complete paper-
work before personally check-
ing up on the patient,

A SPECIAL BOND

With the excitement of the
transport over, the crew
unwaound, Back in the
Survival Flight office, nurses
and pilots gathered to cele-
brato Wagner's birthday,
Flight nurse specialist John
Bullen cut picces of cherry
cake and passed them to crew
membeni while the birthday
Loy swiveled in his chnir, jok-
ing ubout his nge.

Denise Landis, manager of
critical enre Sort, pnssed

SURVIVAL FLIGKT FACTS

Histery: First transport in
1983, first air medical program
in Michigan.

Equipment: Three Bell 430.
twin-engine helicopters, based
al the University of Michigan:
Healthcare Center; one lixed-:
wing Cessna Citation jet,
based at Willow Run Afrport in
Van Buren Township.

Capabillties: All aircraft
licensed as fully-functioning
emergency rooms.

Crew: 19 flight nurses/para-
medics, 9 pilots, 7 communica-
tions specialists, 4 mechanics.

Average missions: 1,400
flights per year (helicopter: 3
to 4 per day, jet: 4 to 5 per
month).

statistics: Flies

through the office with a stack
of paperwark, but not hefore
stopping to chat and share o
glice of dessert,

Beeause of their long shifls,
crew members apend a lot of
time together und become
pretty close, But aside from
the closeness that comes from
time logged in the tiny interi-
ar of & helicopter, it's the
nature of the job that bonds
them together.

Only those who are part of
the Survival Flight team
understand what it's like to
Iand on the side of a highway
in o raging snow storm or

2,000 feet above the ground
at speeds up to 150 mph.

Flight ranges: 200-mile
radius for helicopters; jet can
fly anywhere in continental
United States.

hold a dying child in their

lt ‘takes o special type ol‘
person to fit into this team,”
Campos soid.
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WE DELIVER across the street or
across the nation!

1-800-WESLEYS

Between the spes of $ and 7, when the
Pemunenl fmd tecth bepin ta crupd, is an ideal
lime 1o begin eatly treatment
ahvantage of the child's groming facial
to achicse the bt teeatment reaalts. Recause
75% of achil's grmth ivcun hefioee the aze
of 10, carly treatment expands and directs
mokdable, prvwing boncs 10 prodce a greally
impeoved profite and 3 healiby, propety
fenctioniag bite, In many pattenis, early
treatment achieves reults that are unantainsble
onve i1 face and jaus have finished groming.
Wating until the fechage vears to correet the
imhalances of facial hones can result in 2 fess
than ideal profile, the removal of tecth, the
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PECIAL-MESSAGE TO.OUR READERS

Spread the words!

BOX & DHIVERY EXTRA
The kind of words you’re reading right now

When you tell us about someone who
wants to receive an Observer Newspaper
every Sunday morning and Thursday
afternoon and they become a faithful
reader like you, we'll see that you receive
your Observer newspaper for one month
FREE! And ,when they pay in advance for
three months, both of you are going to
receive a FREE Buddy's pizza.

So, think about it:

Do you have a friend, family member, or
neighbor who would enjoy reading about
what's happening right where they live?

Maybe they need to know about the
local political candidates or the best way
around the local roadwork.

Maybe they'd like to keep up on what to
do with their leisure time, or read the local
sports scores, or shop for bargains in
our huge Classified Marketplace.

Calt our customer service
department 734-591-0500 and
we'll take it from there. Remember,
when they subscribe you win!
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The Michigan Jewish Sports Foundation
presents the

Showcasing the athfetic abilities and competitive spirit
of children and adults with special needs

Sunday, October 13,2002« 10 a.m.

Jawlsh Community Center D, Dan and Betty Kahn Bullding
and Marcla Apf Jewish C Campus
6600 West Maple Road, West Bloomfield

For more information, please call
Nancie Furgang, (248) 432-5585.

' SPONSORID BY :
Tha Jewish Community Center, Northwest Child Rescue Women, West Bloomfield Parks
and Recreation and Wes! Bloomfieid Schoof District Community Education
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