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West Side Story is a timeless tale of love and hate

BY ALICE RHEIN
CORRESPOKDLNT

When West Side Story
apened, it was herlded for its
gritty and unflinching portrayal
of gang Yife in New York in the
1950s. But since that time,
America has lived through
Victunam, the Kennedy nssassi-
nations, Columbine, Scpt, 11
and countless ather senseless
and brutal tragedies,

But for Drew Niles, who
plays Tony in the Theater of the
Stars production of West Side
Story which will be at the Fox
‘Theatre Sept. 3-8, the musica)
is no less relevant today than it
was in 1957, when it first pre-
miered in Washingten, D.C. on
August 20,

“I don't see it ever becoming
dated. Gang life is very differ-
¢nt now, but the emotions are
niot,” says Niles, a Colorndo
native who earned his BFA
degree in musical theatre at the
University of Michigan.
“Everyone has somie sort of
innocence and optimism when
they are young, but (in West
Side Story) the gravity of choic-
es leads to loss until they are so
felled with hate by the end.
These themes never get old.”

Indeed, Leanard Bernstein
composed the score to West
Side Story, Arthur Laurents
was the librettist, Stephen
Sondheim was the lyricist, and
Jerome Robbins choreo-
graphed the original produc-
tion.

But Shakespeare’s Romeo
and Juliet was the original
inspiration for the musical
which sets the Jets, a native
New Yorker gang, against the
Puerto Rican Sharks.

In the musical, Tony, a Jet
who has been distancing him-
self from the gang, meets
Maria, o Puerto Rican beauty
whose brother, Bernardo, is the
teader of the Sharks. Tony and
Maria are instantly drawn to
one another, and profess their
love in one of Niles' favorite
scenes, where he and Maria
sing One Hand, One Heartin
the bridal shop.

Nliles

“Tony has been saying that
*“Samething’s coming.
Something’s going to happen,”
and when he meets Maria, he
knows this is it. She not o Jet
girl, she has a beauty he hasn't
know before having been
wrapped up in racism,” says
Niles,

When Robbins first con-
ceived the idea for a modern-
day Romeo and Julict, he
thought the warring parties
wokld be Catholics versus Jews,

WEST SIDE STORY

Where: Fox Theatre, Detroit
When: Tuesday, Sept. 3 to
Sunday, Sept. 8

Tickets: $28-$66 available at
the Fox Theatre and Joe
Louis Arena box

offices and Hockeytown
Authentics (without service
charges) and all
Ticketmaster locations,
including Marshall Field's. To
charge by phone, call

(248) 433-1515. To purchase
group tickets {15 or more),
call (313) 471-3099. For infor-
matien, call (313) 471-6611,

O

with the feud being over Easter
versus Passover celebrations.

But as the project evolved,
the warting gangs took form.
Today, the musical contains
some of theater’s most beloved
songs including Maria,
Tonight, Somewhere (There’sa
Flace for Us), I Feel Pretty and

(1 Want to Live in) America.

Niles was first introduced to
the movie version of the musi-
cal, which starred Natalie
‘Wood as Maria, by his mother,
who was also his first voice
teacher. Even at an carly age,
Niles knew that Tony was the
part he wanted to play.

“For n tenor, this is the dream
role. For me, it scems to be the
music that best fits my voice,”
says the 24-ycar-old, whose
credits also include roles in
Grease, Fiddler on the Roof
and Miss Saigon.

After graduating from the
University of Michigan in
2000, Niles headed to New
York “Just like just about every-
body else in the graduating
class”

He was performing in
Maryland when he saw audi-
tions for West Side Story. He
seesawed from Maryland to
New York a few days for call-
backs, and then landed the part
for the 14-city tour which will
take Niles away from his new
apartment near 105th and
Columbus for nearly two
months.

Dirceted and choreographed
by Alan Johnson, who won the
American Choreography Award
for the Gap West Side Story
commercials, this stage produc-
tion of the musical remains
true to the original.

In addition to Niles, the
musical also stars Natasha
Harper as Maria, Lynn Sterling
as Anita, Bernardo's girl, and
Andy Blankenbuchler as Riff,
the leader of the Jets,

“It’s a very special show, and
T'm excited to be back in
Michigan,” says Niles, who'll be
staying with {riends in Livonia
during the Fox Theatre run.

“It's amazing to get paid for
what you Tove to do.

A scene from West Side Story with Orew Niles (center, left) as Tony and Natasha Harper (center, right) as Marla.

Readers celebrate performing arts

BY KEELY KALESKY
STAFF WRITER

Nearly 100 readers entered
our contest to win dinner at
Duet, a Matt Prentice, Unique
Restaurant Corporation fine
dining destination, and tickets
to the Tuesday, Sept. 3 opening
night of West Side Storyat the
Fox Theatre.

‘We chose two grand prize
winners — Doris Howrey of
Livonia and Don Nadel of
Orchard Lake, and four run-
ner-ups — Krystal Sweat of
Southfield, Sai Sisir Rao, an
11th grader at Andover High
School, West Bloomficld; Janet
Rose, Farmington Hills, and
Brianna Devlin, age 12,
Livonia.

Grand prize winners will
enjoy dinner for four at Duet
and the show, Runners-up
received four tickets to the
show.

We asked readers to tedl us

why they enjoyed going to the
theater and why it's important
to support the arts, Here are
the winning entries:

Doris Howery of Livonia
wrote: “My family and I enjoy
going to live theater because it
#ives us an opportunity to par-
ticipate in the activity as a live
audience. By our reactions,
oohs, and aahs, clapping and
lnughing, we sense that we are
actually ‘playing a part'in the
creation that is building an
stage. We feel ‘alive’on the
inside as do the live actors in
front of us. One does not get
this feeling from watching a
movie. There is no give and
take from watching a ‘canned
movie. The movie does not care
if we are present, but live actors
centainly do! We like this feel-
ing of being appreciated by the
actors in front of us. Nothing
replaces the excitement of live
theater. There is an clectricity
that flows when a play on stage
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More than a woodworking show,
It's an Event!

Once a Year Discounts on Tools &
Equipment & Fun for Everyone

NOVI EXPO CENTER

September 27, 28, 29
Fri 1-7 « Sat 10-6 ¢ Sun 10-4

Thanks to
QOur Sponsors

SUNDAY is
. Discount Day:

$20

Admits Entire Family |

© Make-a-Memory Workshop for Kids
¢ Charity-Fun Raising
¢ Free Demonstrations
¢ Exhibition Gallery
4 Family Friendly

www.woodworks2002.com
call toll-free 877-967-4480
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is going well. It is hard to
explain, but it is like an euphor-
ic 'high’ when all the actors
have played their parts to per-
feetion in a play that's well
written and produced. It is a
creation that oftentimes allows
you to feel o ‘oneness’ with
humanity, You can almost fecl
that oneness with the actors on
stage for just a brief moment,
when it all seems to come
together just right.

The fuct that no two stage
productions can ever be the
same, also makes them very
special. A movie can be
watched over and over, and it
will always be the same. A live
stage production offers so
much variety with the give and
take of the players and the
audience. There is nothing like
it. Movies and CDs cannot
replace the intensity of being at
alive performance.

PLEASE StE WEST SIDE, BS

300 juried fine art & fine craft artists

Saturday, Sept. 7,10 am - 6 pm
Sunday, Sept. 8,10 am-5pm

. Rochester Municipal Park

For more information
CALL 248.651.7418

Park at Rochester High School
Livernols/University.
Shuttie to the Park for $1

E x |me=).Bring the children to Kid's Central
. H {a block south of the festival) at Paint Creek
Center for the Arts, 407 Pine Street. The family can
enjoy with art projects, music, kettle corn and the 20th
Anniversary retrospect artist's show.

Thank you to our sponsors!
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