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spoke, as did State Rep.
Andrew Raczkowski, who
urged cveryone to remember
Sept. 12,

*“Remember how we came
together as a nation,” he said,
nsking that everyone donate an
hour of time each weck to
honor the meory of those
who lost their lives,

Local families who have
loved ones serving in the
Armed Forces were honored by
the American Legion with
“Blue Star” flags, a tradition
revived from World War IL
Back then, families also dis-
played “Gold Star® flags when
they'd lost a family member to
war.

American Legion command-
er Wally Christensen spoke of
those past sacrifices, remind-
ing participants, "All of thesc
heroes sacrificed thelr tomor-
rows 50 our tadays could be
free”
Rev. Den Bohnsack of
Nardin Park United Methodist
Church, Sohail Khanofthe .
Tawheed Center and Rabbi
Danie] Nevins of Adat Shalom
Temple cach offered prayers
and words of unity.

“Muslims pray to and believe
in one Almighty God, as most
religions do,” Khan said.
*Those who do wrong do not
represent any religion...We
stand shoulder to shoulder

Eleven year cld Amanda Amish Jistens to speakers at the vigll.

with each and every member of
our community.”

Many Muslims died side by
side with other human beings
in the terrorist attacks, he
added.

Nevins read Psalm 121, the
first line in Hebrew, which he
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by $1,000 or more,

Knol said the proposal has
inereased school funding, from
$9 billion to $14 billion state-
wide, In talking with school
district officials, she has
lcarned there may be places
where administrative costs can
be reduced “and put more
moncy where we really need it”

Countering, Vagnozzi said
only eight pereent of school
dollars go toward administra-
tive costs. He believes the state
should step up to the plate with
regard to special education,
which must be fully funded by
Tocal districts.

Because they're not getting
enough state and federal aid,
Toeal officinls have had to dip
into general education funds to

Vagnozzl

looking for efficiencies, the way
she has learned to do in her
work with Johnsan Controls,
based in Plymouth.

*“You just have to have a
mindset where you look for
efficigneies,” she safd, *That’s
the type of mindset 1 will bring
to Lansing”

Though she said she doesn't
believe in raising taxes, Knol
would also consider a higher
tax on diesel fuel, which
remained the same even
though other gas taxes have

cover special costs.
Some districts have sued the
state in order to recoup those
funds.

“We have nat received what
the courts said we should
receive,” Vagnozzi said, “I want
the state to meet its obligations
for special education.”

“You can come up with dif-
ferent figures based on what
you feel is administration,”
Knol argued. “If you talk to
local educators, there is red

d, and ing taxes
at the gas pump, in order to
reduce tax evasion.

Vngnozzi fecls the state’s
budget has been squandered
and mismanaged.

“We had a rainy day fund,
and that's gone,” he said, call-
ing for an indcpendent audit to
determine where that money
went.

Rather than raise taxcs, he
said he would look at consoli-
dating state departments. He

tape out there,” cited the Dept. of Natural

She ndded the federal gov- Resources and Dept. of
ernment should be paying Environmental Quality as an
more toward special education  example. .
costs ns well, Asked to define the differ-

" ences between them, Vagnozzi
TAX ABATEMENTS talked about running a “clean
campaign” on the issues and

‘The candidates also diverged  referred to one of Knol's pri-

on the issue of reducing taxes ign brock

mary
which he said "smeared” one of

on businesses that are building
or expanding in the i

Vagnozzi said he would only
consider tax abatements
approprinte if jobs are created.
He said he would like to sce”
miore help given to smaller
businesses, rather than large
corporations,

*Overall, my opinion is we
should reduce taxes,” Knol said.
“But the fact Is, this is a global
economy. These large corpora-
tions are competing \vi_lh other

er op

‘The brochure criticized ean- -
didate Terry Sever's business
practices and claimed he still
owed $9,000 in state taxes,
which Sever paid several
months ago.

Vagnozzi also said Knol
favors school vouchers, while
he opposes them.

Knol pointed out her busi-
ness background in a high tech
industry and sald she and
Vagnozzi differ on cconomic

states, other

She considers tax abate-
ments an incentive to keep
Tnrge businesses in the commu-
nity and snid the state's offer of.
assistance through MEGA
(MIchigan Economic Growth
Authority) is tied to creating a
certaln number of jobs.

BUDGET DEFICIT

Asked how they would deal
with an anticipated billion dol-
lar state budget deficit, both
candldates talked about look-
ing for ways to streamline state
government. Knol talked about

p issues.

She said that while she con-
siders vouchers an option,
“they’re not going to work in
Farmington and Farmington
Hills”

*There are many other issues
I'm going to Lansing to work
on," Knol said. “I'm running a
campaign that's focused on

issucs!

As for the bruchure, she said,
*“You can call it a smear if you
want, but sometimes the truth
{sn't pretty...Fiscal responsibili-
ty is nn important issue”
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said “speaks of God's protec- dlelight was passed through

tion of us as we make our way  the crowd.

through the world” ‘The evening concluded with
As the Farmington High a recitation of the Jaycees

School marching band played
“You'll Never Walk Alone™ and
FHS chorus members sang
"America the iful,” ean-

Creed, which emphasizes love ‘
of country and community Jan and Darreli Thomas of Farmington listen with emotion te a prayer during
service. the vigil service.
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THE BEST SLOT CLUB AROUND IS NOW EVEN BETTER!
Casing Windsor proves that no other skat etub in the area gives you MORE! The Players Prestige™ Club has always given you
Cash Back - now you can eam bvice 25 much on your slot play with Double Cash
Back - from Sept. 1 to Nov. 30™ (excudes Saturdays &t noon to Sundays
2t coon). Double the Cash! Double the Funt Robody else is coin' it To quality, use your Players
Prestige card every time you play your favourite Sict machine at Casin Windsor. Membership
In the Players Prestige Club is FREE. Sign up tadaylil
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These great Home Equity rates
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N & Improvements
s Debt Consolidation

‘e Any Major Purchase

and your next vacqti

Open a Home Equity Credit Line e
August | and October 31, 2002 and receive a FREE
companion plane ticket with your next alrfare
purchase,
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Op(.an a Home Equity
Credit Line and a FREg
c :
ompa.mon Plane ticket
Will pe yours!

No matter what's en your itinerary, Charter One
can help you get there, With rates like these, AND
FREE airfare, our Home Equity Credit Line is
the way to go.

For information about our FREE Home Equity
Companion Plane Ticket G y, log onto
charterone.com or visit your local branch.
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CHARTER ONE"
BANK

charterone.com * Convenlent Branch Locations formerly First Federal of Michigan

Branch offices throughout metrapolitan
DETROIT, OTSEGO, KALAMAZOO0, OWOSS0, DURAND, CHESANING AND OKEMOS,
Extended hours weekdays and full service Saturdays at moit branches.
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First Federal of;Michigan is now Charter One Bank.



