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Wild comeback lifts Lakers to 61-58 OT win

BY TIN SHITH
STAFF WRITER

Cedar Point’s got nathing on
the performance turned in
Fritlay night by the West
Bloomficld and Birminghum
Groves football teams.

In what might have been the
wildest rollercoaster football
giume ever played at West
Bloomfield High School, the

k rvived the lhnl[mg
ride, nipping Birmingham
Groves 61-58 in overtime,

But llu.- most astounding fact
Bloomfield relied on
gem to clinch an
and Activities Association
jon I game that « accord-
ing to the Michigan ligh
School Athletic \_“(Kl-lll(lll
record book ared the

also combined for 1,066 uﬂuu»

sive yards,

On top of all that, the Lakers
fought back from a 45-14 half-
time deficit (and needed a pair
of two-point conversions) to
take a late 58-51 lead when sen-
ior quarterback Josh Adams
scored an electrifying 32-ynrd
touchdown run with 1:33 eft.
But they then watched Groves
tie the gume with no time lelt
on the fourth quarter score-
board - when junior quarter-
back Ryan Macke connected on
@ 20-yard touchdown pass to
senior Steve Jacobittes, and
Alex Edelson made his seventh
extra point of the unfathomable
vottest.

In OT; the Lakers (2-1) were
first to get the hall at the 10-
yard-line, but could not punch
it into the end zone, Junior
Alan Cechanowicz calmly boot-
ed # ficld goal, however, fo give
the Lukers the three-point

cushion,

Graves (1-2) had one last
chance, On third down at the 2-
yard-line, a holding penalty
pushed the Faleons back. And
then senior Laker defensive
back Zach Hilbers intereepted
Macke's attempt to win the
game and raced down the field,
holding the ball with one hand
and pumping his other hand
into the air.

“With our team, we don’t
care how we do it as long ns we
do it,” said West Bloomficld
head conch Dominic
Shrewsbetry, accepting con-
gratulations as iflgc Lakers
won a championship game.

Shrewsberry said he and the
other conches didn't say much
to the team during intermis-
sion, after Groves racked up
360 offensive yards and a 31-

point advantage. The Falcons
were just four points shy of

having enough of alead to
invoke a running clock.

“We didn’t sny much to our
kids,” Shrewsberry continued,
“They were ticked off at each
other in the locker room. At the
start of the second half, that
was the most fired up we've
been” .

According to Falcons' head
coach Brendan Flaherty, the
football game turned into a
basketball game.

*“1 don'’t think we did a good
Job stopping them and to be -
honest with you, I don't think
they did a good job stopping
vs,” Flaherty said, *It was going
to come down to whoever had
the ball lnst.

“I've got to give them credit,
though, They were down by 30
points at the half. But I'm
proud of my guys, We'll bounce
back from this thing”

FARMINGTON
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©_ came through for us and

scored goals when we needed
them, We kept possession « lot
bettes than we have in recent

© games,

“Clarkston had a pretty fast
team. They were about even
ith us, which surprised me.
That was one of the things that

* made the game closer. They

put a lot of pressure on us and
played physical soccer”

It was Farmington’s first
division game that didn't have
a2-1guteame,

“\We're going to score in just
about every gnme, I think,”
Juneaj We haven't been
shutout so far, but we have to
shut out more teams than we
have ta this point.

“Ifwe do that, we're going to
win more games, because we
have people swha can put the
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ball in the net. Our defensc is
playing quite well, but we still
need to pick it up a litle more”

RAIDERS BLANK BARONS

North Farmingten improved
its unbeaten record to 4-0-1

Thursday by defeating host
Bloomfickd Hills Andover in an
OAA Division I game, 2-0,

Scott Moscow scored the
first goal nine minutes into the
game ofta throw-in by
Mohanid Bachrouche.

“Jon Packer headed the ball
off the back of his head to the
far post, and Moscow got a
body on it and walked it right
into the goal,” Notth conch
Ron Meteyer said.

‘The Raiders seemed content
with the one-goal lead and did-
n't play well after that, he
added.

The score remained 1-0 until
there was 7:27 left in the game
when Greg Shumer scored the
second goal,

Andrew Mouranic took the

’ ball up the right side and

crossed it to the middle.
Shumer was chiarging hard
toward the net and one-
touched the ball into goa! from
five yards out.

Alex Lubyansky earned his

second shutout of the season,
“We didn't play well tonight,”
Meteyer said, attributing that
in part to a ban on practice
‘Wednesday duc to concerns
surrounding the 9/11 anniver-
sary and poar field condi

GOOD START

West Bloomficld scemed to
be a different team when the
third quarter began, with
Jeremy Zaks recavering the
Lakers’ on-sides kick near mid-
field. On fourth down and
seven, Adams launched a high
pass to senfor back Matt
Koenigsknecht, who made a
fingertip grab and raced all the

way into the end zone for a 46- -

ya 3

‘That play was one of several
big ones tumed in
Koenigsknecht, who also
rushed for 209 yards and
returned a first-quarter kickoft
61 yards.

The tide kept turning in West
Bloomficld's [avor when Groves
fumbled the ball right into the
hands of sophomore Ben
Welch. He scored from 33
yards out and the Lakers were
back in business, trailing just
+56-29 with 9:30 left in the
third.

Led by senior lincbucker
Vince Berry (15 tackles, 7
assists), the Laker defense stiff-
ened, closing the running lanes
wluch had been prcuousiy

1 by Jacobites (129

“We were a little bit iat,

“Itell the kids, 'If we can
play pootly and still win the
game, something is going
right! Not every game is going
to be a pretty game or a well-
fought game.”

Each team had five shots on
goal, but the Raiders had the
better quality attempts,
according to Meteyer.

“They only had one scoring
opportunity, and that was
mare a defensive mixup by our
players,” he said.

“It was not a well-played
game on our part. If we have
gumnes like that and still win,
that's

*“We just need to keep our
focus and play one game ata
time. It will be tough to play
them the second time around,
They've all been close games,
and it’s tough to plny a good
team twice and beat them. We
still have a long scason nhead
of us”
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)nrds), Giordan Watson (118
yards) and Danny Jacobs (122

yards),

But the Falcons did open up
1 51-29 lead Inte in the third
when Macke (8-12, 139} found
Jacobittes wide open for a 52~

yard touchdown pass,
Jacobittes led all receivers with
83 yards.

Und‘mnlcd. the Lakers kept
fighting back, First, )
Koenigsknecht scored a high-
light-reel 47-yard TD, stiff-
arming a Falcon defender at the
15 for good measure.

With cight minutes on the
clock, an 18-yard run by
Koenigsknecht helped setupa
three-yard TD run by senior
Derrick Johnson (15-59).
Adams then hit Koenigsknecht
for a two-point conversion, slic-
ing the score to 51-43,

After n Groves fumble,
Johnson scored again, from the
five, with 3:33 to play, Another
two-point conversion by
Kocnigsknecht knotted the
score, 51-51,

‘The go-ahead TD run by
Adams was sct up by another
Groves fumble, recovered by
West Bloomfield's Johnson,

In the first half, the Falcons
capitalized on several Laker
miscues, including a blocked
field goal that was returned 78
vards for a TD by senior Jarrett
Smith to open up a 21-7 advan-
tage.

Another Groves tauchdown,
athree-yarder by Watson in the
second quarter, followed a fum-
ble recovery.

West Bloomficld will visit
Southficld-Lathrup at 7 p.m.
Friday, while Groves will stl
Rochester Adnms,

WEST BLOOKFIELD 5
FARMINGTON HARRISON 3
Sept. 10 at West Bloomfeld
No. 1singles: Kasla Magier (WB) defeated
Diana Plalt, 6-0, 6-2: Ko.  Laura Glynn {FH)
del. Mellssa Mazon, 61, 6-1; No. 3: Michelle
White (TH) del. Xara Hahn, 61, 6-2; Ho. 4: Nary
Bresnihan (F) det. Michelle Nett, 75, 6-3.
Ro. T doubles: Sarah Rogow-Ashiey Yranly

TENNIS STATS !

(WB) det. Abbey Cleland Lindsey Branch, 6-4,
T-6: Ho. 2 Andrea Schneider-Richelle
Lankowski (B} del. Whitney Ronan-Kristen
. 64, 6:2; Ko, 3: Becky Tremblin-

0 (WE) del. Wegan Saze-Kicole

Miller, &2, 6:1: No, &: Kikt Papagogolous-Aimie
Ruby lwn)ﬂrl Stacey Potryhus-diz Ghannam,

mnﬁmmtzl

DUAL
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The 200 freestyle relay team
of Leeb, Stephanie Wegner,
Vicky Buarczyski and Julie
Walters also was sccond with a
time of 2:04.78,

"I was pleascd with the
effort, even though we didn't
have starting blocks,” Bandy
said, “The kids stepped up and
did what they had to do to win
the meet.

“A lot of younger kids were
able to swim some events and
pick up some points toward
letters and, overall, the team
swam very well,” Bandy said,

Additional first-year mem-
bers of the team are freshman
divers Karen Licbowitz and
Megan MeNeil and freshman
swimmer Sarah LaBelle,

RAIDERS SHIPWRECK LAKERS

Nonh Farmington began its
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t swim season
Thursdny with a 115-70 victory
over visiting West Bloomfield,
Emily Howard, Valencia
Smith and Lindsey Legneki led

Waldecken), 2:05.31; 200 treestyle, Stef),
. 200 IW, Jakki Waid

the Raiders by winning two
individual events npiece and
contributing to two relay victo-
.ries ench.

Legacki and Hownrd teamed
with Angela Hanks and
Kristen Wolff to make a state
cut in the medley relay with o
first-place cffort of 1:56,93,

Howard, Smith and Legacki
combined with Catherine
Munaco to win the 400
freestyle relay (3:57.28).

Munaco anchored and Smith
swam a leg of the winning 200
freestyle relay, The team
included Katye Purcell and

Jessica Sapick and posted a
1:49.91 time.

Smith had solo victories in
the 200 and 100 freestyle
cvents with respective times of
2:03.65 and 56.90.

Legacki won the 200 IM
(2:19.54) and the 500 freestyle
(5:34.76), and Howard touched
first in the 50 freestyle (25.69)
and the butterfly (1:07.10).

The Raiders had additional
wins from Kristin Bendick in
the backstroke (1:07.57) and
Wolff in the breaststroke
(1:12.93). The Lakers' Jamie
Schonberg won the diving with
186.10 points,

“It was l:lgrclty good first
meet,” North coach Pat Duthie
said. *A ot of times were close
to state cuts but not quite.
We'll get there”

North had second places
from Bendick in the 200
freestyle (2:12.62), Purcell in
the IM (2:30.94), Rachel
Expose in the butterfly
(1:12,27) and Hanks in the
backstroke (1:08.51).

‘The medley relay team of
Beth Danielewicz, Lauren
Givens, Lindscy Scher and
Kristina Navas also finished
second and posted a time of
2:05.66.

HARRISON s
Harrison fiest ulml mediey refay
(Stieber, Jakkl Wi er, Stetl, Noldhuﬂ)

2:0613; 200 frees eb,?lu?m
Sletl, 2:20.54 tstate cut); 50 freestyle, Jaki
Waldecher, 27.55; buttesfty: Stefl, 104.30 istate
cut); 100 freestyle, Jaxkl Waldecher, 10022
500 lreestyle: Leeb, 6:12.13; backsiroke:
Stieber, 130.94; treaststroke, Jessle
Waidecker, 11813; 400 freestyle relay (Stefl
Nordnott, Jarsi Waldecker, Stleber), 41182,

Hastison second place; backstroke,
Hordholt 10271 places: 200 I, Stieder,
2:3572; 50 freesiyle, Nordhoti, 29.12; $00
Treestyle, Wagoer, 65059,

2
Harrison first places: medley relay
(Stleber, Jessie Wadecker, Stell, Jakkl

3 Jecker, 22689 but-
{ertly, Stels, 103.14; 100 mmylt. Jnll
Waldecket, 100.24; Dackstroke, Stleber, 11004

Harrlson second slmt: breasisicoke,
Jessie Waldecker, ; 400 1 relay
(Sll}lénomnoﬂ Leeb, Jakhi Waldecker),

phaces: 200
500 treestyle, Nordholt, 607
domearadoe homecommnet um) 53241
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