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‘The name’s the same, The
story line is the same,

And that's where the similari-
tics end.

‘The Fisher Theatre is playing
host to Aida for four weceks.

‘This isn't the same Aida as
the opern written by Giuseppe
Verdiin 1871,

It's the Brondway hit Aida
written by the successful The

. Lion King duo — composer
Elton John and lyricist Tim
Rice.

Giuseppe Verdi wrote the
famous opera at the age of 65.
Tt became only one of several
operas — Nabuceo, f Lombardi,
Rigoletto, Il Trovatore, La
Traviata, Otello and Falstaf},
that made Verdi's name immor-
tal in the world of music, He's
known today as the greatest of
the operatic composcrs.

Verdi based Aida, on an exist-
ing stary. John and Rice did the
same, only with a more modem
wist to the age-old love story.

“It's very interesting to see
how a contemporary composer
looks at an story from opera in
new terms,” said David
DiChiera, director of Michigan
Opera Theatre, “Nothing will
replace the masterpicee, Aida,
just like the musical, Rent,
won't replace Puchinni's La
Boheme. 1 hope people will
enjoy the new Aida and then
when MOT redoes Verdi's
opera in a few years from now,
they will come and see what o
great opera composer did with
it. They might just find they
enjoyed the traditional opera
just as much as they did the
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What: John Elton/Tim Rice
musical, performed by the
national touring company
When: 8 p.m. Tuesdays
through Saturdays; 2 p.m.
on Saturdays and Sundays,
7:30 p.m. Sundays through
Oct.5. Anda 1p.m, on
Wednesday, Oct. 2

Where: Fisher Theatre, 3011
West Grand Boulevard,
Detroit

Tickets: Through
Ticketmaster at (248) 645-
6666, by going to the Web
site www.ticketmaster.com,
at all Ticketmaster outlets
and at the Fisher Theater
box office. Groups of 20 or
more can get special rates
by calling (313) 872-1132

awards — Best Score, Best Lead
Actress in a Musieal {(Heather
Headley), Best Scenic Design
(by Bob Crowley) and Best
Lighting Design (by Natasha
Katz). Aida also earned the
2001 Grammy Award for the
Best Musical Show Album,

LOVE STORY - ’

Aida is o story about the
Nubian princess, Aida, who is
stolen from her country, Nubia,
at a time of war between Egypt
and her country, Radames, an
Egyptian army captain, is
aboard the boat that takes Aida
and other Nubian captives back
to Egypt.

Once they arrive, he sends
her to his betrothed, Egyptian
princess, Amneris.

Radames has promised to
marry Amneris, But like all Jove
stories, things get complicated
after Radames and Alda fall in
love. The story ends when the
lovers Radames and Aida are
both buried alive in a tomb
bencath the sands of the
Ef i esert, where they

newer version.”

“If Verdi were in the audience
of our Aidfa, 1 think he would
like this rendition,” said Jeremy
Kushnicr, who portrays the
male lead, Radames, in the
national tour produced by
Disney Theatrical Productions,
“This is a really good show,
Even if people aren’t fans of
Elton John music, they are
going to fall in tove with it

The musical Aida opened
March 23, 2000 on Broadway.
1t carned four 2000 Tony

can spend an cternity together.

Il you're familiar with The
Lion King, you know the burial
scene will be handled with kid
gloves.

‘The John/Rice Aida produc-
tion brings 1 modern bent to
the story. It begins in a 215t
century museum, where a man
and a woman touring an
Egyptian exhibit find them-
selves attracted to cach otlier.

ere are louches of humor
added to the dramatic story,
such as in the show-stopping
number, My Strongest Suit,
with its strong Motown songs.

Amneris, played on the tour
by Kelli Fournier, sings the
comedic song complete witha
fashion show unlike any other.
Aida marks Fournier's
Broadway debut.

She's also a veteran of other
stage roles and television cred-
its.

Paulette Ivory portrays Aida.
She hails from London’s West
End where she's had a musical
carcer. She's also been in televi-
sion, in films and is a recording
artist.

Kushnier is from Winnepeg,
Mantoba, Canada. He originat-
ed the role of Ren in Footloose
for his Broadway debut and
played Roger in the national
touring company of Rent. He

AIDA tells the story of two star-crossed

overs on the banks of the Nile, It's In production at The Fisher Theatre,

also performed in the original
Canadian companics of The
Who's Tommyand Rent.

Kushnier joined Aida in
February 2002. He takes time
off from work in musicals to
promote his band, whose debut
compact disc, fn Time, came
out in the spring.

Kushnier said parents can
bring their famities to see Aida

“There is something for
everyone in this story,” he said.
“It is definitely a different musi-
cal than The Lion King.
Whether one comes to sce the
costumes or the staging or to
hear the music, they will watk
out loving the story.”

Elton John described Aida in
this way: *It's truly a pop musi-

Elton John, Tim Rice update Aida with pop music

cal with spoken dialogue. It has
all kinds of recognizable song
types with very urban-base
rhythm and blues and gospel-
inspired songs. It's my version
of what Aida should beina
modern way.”

“What makes Aida so inter-
esting to me is that the story is
so great, so pertinent,” he
added. *It's a beautiful, complex
love story, where bigotry and
hatred are svept out the win-
dow and lave, compassion, for-
giveness and understanding tri-
umph. In this day and age, I'm
a great believer in the human
spirit triumphing over evil in
any way,”
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Wayne County
St Edith Schook Craiters needed for
fourth annuat show held 9 am.-4 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 9, at the school, 15089
Newbugh, Livonla. Call Diana at (734}
462-6037 or JoAnn at (734) 464-9370.
L. Aldan Parish Fall show; The Livenia
Parish s looking for cralters for its
19th annual craft show, 9:30 &.m.-3:30
p.m., Saturday, Gct. 19th. For more
nformatlon, or 3n application, call
(248) 477-8942 o¢ (734) 427-4457.
Xappa Gamma Show: Crafters
need for I6th annual juried show at
Yest Middte School in Plymouth 9 am,

to 4 p.m. Saturday, 0ct.19, Call Terri
(734) 416-6165.

Fall festlval: 5t. 9amian Parish in
estland looking for craiters for ils
fall show 9 am. to 3 p.m, Saturday, Oct.
12.For mote information. or an appli
cation, call (734} 421°6130,

St. Robert Bellarmine Churche Crafters
wanted for annual Christmas Bazaar at
St. Robert Bellarmine Church in
Redlord, Oct. 26, table rental $25, call
Hancy calt (313) 937-174) and (313) 533+
5255.

Fall show: Our Redeemer Lulheran
Church of Dearborn has tables avail

CRAFT CALENDAR

able for its 2151 annual craft show on

Salurday, Oct. 26. Eight-foot tables are
. 525.Calt (313} 5629246 for informa-

tion.

Schooleraft College: Crafters of every

itk may apply for 3 spot in the 2002

asked to submit a photograph of their
wotk with their applicalion if they
have nol been accepted for 3 previous
show. The show features al) types of
handmade crafts including painting,
sculpture, pottery. jewelry, textiles,

Fall Crafi Show at Coflege
Salurday-Sunday, Nov. 910, With 150
crafters, 1his show is one of the pre-
mier venues in he area and altracts
crowds of more than 2,000 people. The
show is juried, and a limited number of
exhibitors are accepled in each cate-
qory to maintain a balanced represens
lationin each craft. Crafters are
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Peesent

DIRECT FROAN RUSSIA...
GEORGIAN STATE
DANCE COMPANY

Company of 80
with 18 musicians on stage!

- Detroit Opera House
Saturday, October 26, 2002 8:00 pm i
Group Sales info 313.237.3409 :

Tickets available at all Ticketmaster lickel centers
mchuchng Marshall Fields. Charge by phone 248.645.6666

ticketmaster

ticketmaster.com

glass.
leather and woodcarving. For an applic
catlon, call Marjorie Lynch at {734}
462-4400, Ext. 5008. Schocicratt
College is at 18500 Haggerty Road,
between Six and Seven Mile roads west
of 1:275.

1. Theodore Confraternity of Christlan
Yomen: Table rental is 520 for the

annual eealt show. 9 am-3 pa.
Salurday, Oct. 12.in the parish social
hall, 8200 Morth Wayne Road,
Westland, Reserve a 1able 21 (734) 261

Christmas Craft Show: 5t. Thomas
aBecket Cathalic Church, $55 S. Lilley
Road in Canton is accepting applica-
tions for its annual Chrisimas show 9
am.to 4 p.m, Saturday, Dec. 7. Cail
Donna Hinltlaker, (T34) 983-0723 it
you're interesied in participating.

St. Elizabeth's Episcopa! Church:
Crafters needed for annual Holiday
Bazaar on Oct. 26 at 1he Redlord

church. Call {313) 937-2880 o reserve &
table.

Churchill High School PTSA craft show:
The school PTSA is accepting applica-
ticns to fill for more than 150 booths
atits 1ILh annya) arts and crafts shaw
onQct.19.

The show runs 10 am.-4 p.m. Call (734}
523-0022 for an application.

Kimball High Schook 215t Annual
Golden Harvest Arts 2n¢ Crafts far 10
am.+4 pr.Saturday, Oct. 19, at the
schoal, 1500 Lesington Blvd, Royal Oak.
Crafters still needed. Call Mary Smith
21(248) 585-0803

rorIrsene

VL\/ood Works 2002

More than a woodworking show,
, It's an Event!

Once a Year Discounts on Tools &
Equipment & Fun for Everyone

NOVI EXPO CENTER

September 27, 28, 29
Fri 1-7 + Sat 10-6 + Sun 10-4

Thanks to
Our Sponsors

¢ Make-a-Memory Workshop for Kids
4 Charity-Fun Raising
% Free Demonstrations
¢ Exhibition Gallery
¢ Family Friendly

www.woodworks2002.com
call toll-free 877-967-4480
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SUNDAY is |
Discount Day:

$20

Admits Entire Familyé ]

THE $10 GENERAL ADMISSION
PRICE WITH THIS AD.
' HNOT VALID WITH ANY

OTHER DISCOLINTS




