M ¢

Obsetver & Ceeenlric [ Sunday. Seplember 15. 2002

| LEISURE |

wwwobservecandeccentric.com

Don't spend full price: See
new DeNiro flick at a matinee

KURT ANTHONY KRUG
CORRESPONDENT

Even though great liberties
werc taken with the true
events that inspired City By
The Sen, the film boasts one of
Academy Award Winner
Robert DeNiro’s finest dramat-
ic performances in recent
memory.

City is looscly based on jour-
nalist Mike McAlary's article
in Esquire magazine, The
Mark of A Murderer, which
won the Pulitzer Prize in
1997. In it, McAlnry made the
argument if there is a genetic
disposition for murder as he
explared the criminnlity of the
LaMarca family.

DecNiro plays Vincent
LaMarcs, a New York City cop
whose father’s actions led to
thedeath of ababy ina
botched kidnapping, a crime
he was later exeented for. The
cop working his father's case
took LaMarca under his wing
and mentored him. Crime
skips one gencration and pass-
s onto the next as LaMarea is
on the trail of Joey Nova*
(Golden Globe Winner James
Tranco), the strect name of a

Junkic who turns out to be his
son.

1t turns out Jocy is wanted
for murdering a tattooed drug
dealer named Picasso.

Upon learning it's his son—
someonc he's been estranged
from for many years since he
divorced his wife (Patti
LuPonc)—Vincent does every-
thing in his power to prevent

Robert de Kiro In Franchise Pictures'
drama City by the Sea, atso starring
Frances McDormand.

things from csealating.
Unfortunately, Joey is accused
of gunning down a cop
involved in his case, Vincent's
partner (George Dzundza),
Now Vincent has to find Joey
and turn him in before the
NYPD gets to him first.

Along the way, Vincent
learns that Joey and his girl-
friend Gina (Eliza Dushku,
best known as Faith the rene-
gade Slayer on Bufly the
Vampire Styyerand Angelina
small yet memorable part)
lave a baby, to whom Gina
entrusts before she runs
away. Vincent is ready to turn
the baby over ta socinl services
but his girlfricnd Michelle
{Academy Award Winner
Frances MeDormand) tells

him by doing so he's repeating
the same mistake he did with
Jocy by giving his grandson

up.

pFurthcr. she says this is his
chanee to redeem himself by
being a better grandfather
than he was a father.

Not only is Vincent racing
against time to save his son, he
ulso has to confront the ghosts
of the past surrounding his
father, who died when he was
very young, and his son, whom
he admits he pushed away
after his divorce.

While City could have been
better had director Michael
Caton-Jones (Rob Roy) had o
better seript (which should
have been more truer to the
actual events instead of giving
it the Hollywood treatment),
the exceptional performances
by DeNiro, McDormand, and
Franco carry the fitm.

‘The ¢nding leaves a lot of
unnnswered questions, What
happens to Joey? What hap-
pens to Michelle?

‘The real Joey is now 30 and
is currently serving his time in

rison,

When this incident
occurred, Vincent was no
longer n cop and had married
Michelle. Ifanything, these
key facts—or at least o varin-
tion of them when regarding
Michelle—should have been
mentioned before fading to

lack.

Allin all, City By The Seais
a good movie but nothing
great. Your best bet is see it
during matinee hours,

Hallmark carries American Girls items

Halimark and Pleasant
Company have teamed to cre-
ate The American Girls
Collection, a line of greeting
cards, gift wrap, books, party-
wate and Keepsake
Ornaments based on the pop-
ular American Girls dolls.

Holiday Hallmark, 3235

South Boulevard, at Squirrel,
in Auburn Hills, will celebrate
the product lnunch with
refreshments, prizes and other
fun getivities on Saturday and
Sunday, Sept. 21 and 22,
The American Girls

Collection is designed to edu-
cate and entertain girls while

building self-csteem and rein-
forcing positive social and
motal values.

Holiday Hallmark also will
have a “Kirsten® doll on dis-

lay.

Store hours are 9:30 a.m.-7
p.m. on Saturday and 11 a.m.-
4 p.m. Sunday,

Through reader feedback. this inter-
active feature is dedicated 10 helping
readers locate retait merchandise
that's difficult to find. If you have 3
tequest or information about where a
product is sold or service is avail-
able, call (248) 901-2555 and leave a
message with your name and phone
number, Please be patient about your
requests and feedback: we receive an
overwhelming number of phone cafls.
Also, plaase spell any uncommon
items. If you don't see information
about your request, we coutdn't find
it. Requests are published twice.

WHAT WE FOUND
~ An American Bulk Food store is
located on Orchard Lake road south
of Maple in West Bloomfield,
- The flannel duster can be pur-
chased through the Blair catalog for
$19.99 (800) 458-2000.

WHERE CAN | FIND .
- A store that sells an adult size bean
bag chatr for Barb,

WHERE CAN [ FIND?

~ {nlormation on how to obtain a
Jane Seymour clothing catalog.

- A store that sells Fels Happa soap
{or Mary Ann of West Bloomfield.

~ A store that sells a bag of Xraft
caramels for Kathy,

~ A store that sells a five-Inch cloth
doll, Sleepy Baby, for Denise.

~ Someone who does appralsals for 3
house tfor an estate to be sold
belween tamily members) tor Kelly of
Bloomfield.

- A stose that sells Primatene inhaler
fot asthma for Bilt of Dearborn, .
= A store that sells clip-on round but+
ton earrings in peari of black no trim
in & medium size for Helen of Troy.

- A store {hat sells the game
Pa'Ken'o tor Joanne.

- Astore that sells a copper garlic
keeper for Jeanette of Redford,

= A January, 1945 edition of the Ford
Times magazlne for Robert of
Plymouth.

- A store 1hat sells turkey tips not
the (drum sticks} for Sara. Tips have

the middle two bones on them.

~-A bulk foods store in the
Farmington area for Rosemary.

- Astare that sells a two- or three-
qallon galvanized watering can tor
Dave of Livonia.

~ A store thal sells a youthful looking
child's flat shoe in a 10 wide.

= A slore that sells 3 used rug frame
for a sola-size needle paint for
Nancy.

= A store that selis a light-weight alu-
minum lroning valet (has an arm to
hotd shirts on hangers while waillng
{0 be putin clasets) for Peqqy.

- A slore thal sells t'0real color
Endure (light stay on oif free make-
up) color in buit miel for Helea.

-A store that sefls L'Oreal Intense Ilq-
uld eye finer in sate charcoal.

- A slore that sells the apron with
Kiss the Cook on it for Carmen

of Orchiard Lake.

= A store that sells 10-inch straws.

~Compiled by Sandi Jarackas
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try to make their dreams come
true. This is a privilege.

“1 enjoyed writingso 1
thought I would sec how writ-
ing would go,” Trautman said,
“I ended up taking the acting
improv classes and the writing
classes at the same time, I was
surprised to find out how simi-
lar the two disciplines are.
Learning one thing helps with
the other.”

And Trautman is not alone
in her efforts to acquire new
skills. Grossc Pointe Farms res-
ident Bob Reynolds, 49, is an
account manager for Blue

. Cross Blue Shield of Michigan.
He completed the acting pro-
gram in 1997 to help with his
slnnd -up camedy act.

I went through all five levels
of what was then called the
conservatory program,”
Reynolds said. "We even did a
show that I helped write. My
clnss included a couple of guys
who worked their way to the
Second City main stage. I was
too old to work my way
through the ranks.”

Reynolds is glad he signed

up for the writing classes in
2001,
“I've used the wnlmp, class as

ingly good, talent-wise,” she
said.
“They do number of shows

alearping
Reynolds said, "1 like acting
but there are 20,000 union
actors in !hiscoumry and 99
percent are unemployed. It
would be difficult to maintain
my lifestyle as an actor. But

I've got to say that I've used
what 1've learned in the writing
class to help me at work. The
class has taught me the disci-
pline of writing and that's been
vseful.”

Reynolds says he might get
back into stand-up once the
writing clnss is over. He's even
made abrief appearance asa
doctor in an independently-
produced thriller-horror film
Being filmed locally. And
there's another reason he's tak-
ing the classes.

“The truth is that this a lot of
fun,” Reynolds said,

Not everybody in the writing
class is new to show business,
Vera Davis camie to Michigan
from Los Angeles when her
husband, Michacl, got a job in
Ann Arbor. The 29-year-old is
amember of the Screen Actor's
Guild (SAG) and studied the-
ater at Cal State in Fullerton,

"The people here are surpris-

for students that I've been able
to be in. As an actress, I've
always wanted to write. This
has been my first formal train-
g as a writ

Rich Goteri, ereative director
for Second.City Detroit’s train-
ing center, main stage actor,
Kiff Vanden Heuvel, and for-
mer main stage actor, Kirk
Hanley, of Farmington, shep-
herd students through the
writing courses,

Gateri has written for such
television shows ns Mad Aboit
You, The King of Queens and
Saturday Night Live.

Hauley current perform-
ing & onc-act play vrote
with colleague Maribeth
Monroe at Sccond City's E'T.C,
stage in Chicago. The play,
called Standing on Cereniony,
runs through Septembe

Students enrolled
City improvisation clas:
roles in the student wri
show.

"We might not end up writ-
ing for television, but it's been
alot of fun and T have memo-
ries that will last me the restof
my life," Reynolds said. "Not o
bad deal, all in all.”
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