'y obterverandeccentric.com

|_LOCAL NEWS

Gbserver § Eccenric | Sunday.

) A3

September 15, 2002

BY SUL BUCK
STASF WRITER

Even parents of bright kids
assistance.

“Parents are often not
cquipped,” said Nancy Serlin,
a pre-school and parenting

. specialist on the emotional
needs of the gited. "We like to
give parents a tool box.”

For 16 years, Serlin, who
teaches at Temple Istacel in
West Bloomfield and Jerry
Kaplan, n retired Farmington
Public Schools counsclor and
parenting specialist, have held
parenting classes about the
social/emotional needs of gift-
cd children.

“There’s not many vehicles
for them to network with
other parents who have simi-
lar characteristics,” Kaplan
said,

After the first class, parents
feel relieved, The teachers
often can't get them out of the
classroom because they are so

' n

things in common.

“They often say, in class,
“Those peaple have my kid}”
‘Serlin said.

.+ _It's sometimes difficult for
.gifted children to find peers.
‘These children think in differ-
-ent ways, their voeabulary is
more advanced and they think
!out of the box.

excited and have found a lot of

Nancy Seriln and Jerry Kaplan

“J had » four year old invent
a game, which the other kids
didn't have a cluc because they
didn't think like he did,” Serlin
said.

Some children lack social
skills, and sametimes the child
isn't the problem, the parent
is, Children can be turned off,

» if they are bored and not chal-
lenged.

Or, those whio are uscd to
learning things casily may just
stop when they encounter
miore difficult matcrial,

“Fhey can have perfectionis-
tic tendencies;” Kaplan said,
“They tic their self csteem to

Classes help parents

their ability to de well, They
have to be at the top. If they
can't be at the top they will
lose their homework or pro-
crastinate, So many of them
will shut down and not work,
because that gives them more
u!tcnliun for not doing their
worl

Kids who fecl they have
their own way of doing work
may feel they don't have to
show their work to a teacher,
Kaplan said.

Some children are gifted in
leadership. They have a
charisma, ather children Nock
to them and they manipulate

deal with gifted kids

‘Twa classes for parents of
gifted children meet weekly
,Sept. 30-Nov, 4 in down-
town Farmington.

ey arc open to families

from all schoo districts.

‘The morning session is
9:30 a.m.-11 a.m. and the
evening session is 7:30-9
p.m. at the Farmington
Training Center, 33000
Thomas Street in.

Parenting classes offered locally

deadline, people can call on
the first day at (248) $89-
3399 or (218) 449-3401 to
sce whether there is still
roam.

Send registration form
and check to: Farminglon
Public Schools, FTC—
DELTA Gifled, 23000
‘Thomas Street, Farmington,
MI 48336-2347.

\'anh lost Am)rc
and

ducSepL 25, Ancn)mx

rlin
Kaplan will hulp facilitate

“Young, Gifted &
Underchieving” at 62
CBS/UPN 50 Studios,
26905 11 Mile Road, in
Sauthfield.

They are lovking for a stu-
dio audience.

Taping is 4:30 p.m. Sept.
25. The show will air on’
Channel 62 at 11:30 a.m.
Sept. 28 and 8 a.m, Oct. 5 on
Channel 50. To make a
reservation, call (248) 355+
7089, 24 hours a day.

their environment in a positive
way, Kaplan said,

- That was the case with Mike
Shpiece, a Farmington Hills
resident and local attorney.

“This young man was
sophisticated on how things
work,” Kaplan said,

When Shpicce was at
Harrison High School, and the
voting age was changed to 18,
he registered as many eligible
studeuts as he could. He ran
for Farmington school board
and was elected,

“He was the youngest school
board member in the State of
Michigan,” Kaplan said.

“I was the youngest at that
time — 18 and six months,”
said Shpicce, a fortmer presi-
dent of the Michigan Freedom
of Infortnation Committee
(1975-1983). Since then, a
Marquette woman was elected
at age 17 and had turned 18
when she Look office, he said.

Shpiece remembered team-
ing with Gary Lichtomun to
change the Farmington school
}_mdgel Both wi cre criticized

lor

girls' sports.

“We purposcly put the two
together because we knew
individually we didn't have the
votes,” Shpicce said.

The result: a 6-1 vote in
favor, The Farmington school
district no longer identifics
children as gifted but identi-
fies talents and strengths,
Kaplan said.

Teachers have more and
mare “on their plate,” Sedin
said. *Cl: are all-

in a Jengthy debate, The issues
were appraval of a fund to cre-
ate a gifted program and dou-
bling the amount of money for

inclusive and they have to tend
to the needs of ali their chil-
dren,” she said.
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Church in Livoniawhena
Cadillac driven by a Walled
Lake man, 66, collided into a
vehicle of mourners, causing
the latter to roll over. The
Cadillac driver, who was not
part of the procession, was
ticketed,

A third vehicle wos also
struck in the erash, which was
handled by Farmington Hills
and Livonia emergency crews.

ough no one was seriously
injured in this case, traffic
safety experts wonder if pro-
cessions are always practical.

“We talk about it all the

time,” said Sgt. Wes McKee,
Livonin police traffic burcau
supervisor. “They're so danger-
ous because there is so much
traffic today.

“It was nice 100 years ago
where people would come out
and line up along the side of
the road to pay their respects,
Nowadays, they're just too
risky”

Funeral directors are
increasingly aware of the issue
but blame harried motorists
for a lack of awareness, an
respect. Vehicles in funicral

‘motoreades, which travel no .

miore than 20 miles an hour,
are required to have their high-
beam headlights and hazard
lights on. Hearses are increns-

State law requires all vehi-
cles in a funeral procession
{o bear an orange flag.

R

ingly using amber flashing
light or strobes to call atten-
tiontoan onccmmg proces-
sion. State law requires all
vehicles in a funeral procession
to bear an orange flag.

..t used to be like when an
ambulance or fire engine
would approach. Peaple would
automatically pull over to the
side of the road,” said Mike

You've always known she
was headed for Lawrence Tech...
Who thought it would be in 11th grade?

* Earn college credits in high

. school;

¢ Career preparation fully

tuned to the real world;

* Strong academic

programs honed with

the talents of
practitioners in the field;
¢ Projects that engage

Fisher of Fisher-Goodnuff
Funernl Home in Redford,

*Some people would even
take off their hats or put their
hands over their hearts. Now
they'd just as soon run you
over!

Many times services take
place in the late morning,
which means motorcades often
enter the rondway during
Tunch hours when traffic is
heavy, Fisher said.

A state Senate bill would
increase penaltics for violating
the right of way during a pro-

-cession. State SB No. 1262
wotld assess four points on a
driver’s record and make the
offense n $200 civil infraction.

A manager at Harry Will

Funeral Home in Livonia said
accidents like the onc on
Otchard Lake Road are rare.

“To say (funcral processions)

v, 1 wouldn't go that
far; said Kevin Butloch, who
recalls only two traffic crashes
involving motorcades in 16

Redford Township police
assisted with the large cortege
of a Detroit firefighter, whose
funcral Mass took place at Our
Lady of Loretto Church, The
escort was coordinated with
Detroit police, a traffic officer
said Wh llc pnm»mns have

years in the p

Any .nmmpu to curb the tra-

dition would hurt grieving
family members, said Phil
Douma, exccutive director of
the Michigan Funceral
Directors Association,

*We believe those proces-
sions are an integra part of thy
funeral process,” Douma said,

In cases where there are
more than 40 vehicles, police
will often provide an escort.

3 | to create traffic
hnr;mls, they're mmcthmg
that is a part of society,” Sgt.
Eric Gillman said. *It's some-
thing we have 10 deal with as
safely as we can.”

“Thiey (accidents) can hap-
pen. The laws are pretty strin-
fent about it right now: You
have to yield to a funcral pro-
cession,
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A Free Educational Workshop
Presented by Paul Leduc, Estate Pl

& Fi

»

ial Consultan]

.commou"'MiSTAkés_‘
MADE BY TRUSTEES,

students directly with

business and industry;

® Faculty current with

i professional practice in the
areas they teach;

® Small classes that promote

strong student interaction and

team building skills

‘¢ A unique academic and

. experiential “mix"” that
gives students a real

" world advantage

Twition is free, but space is limited

. OPEN HOUSE
Monday, September 16, 9 A.M.
Room M216

“for mm lnformnﬁon

Technology Anﬂemy Is Iecaml In tha Buell Manag
-+ 00 e campus of Lewrsace Technologichl University at
0 Mt snd Northwestam Hwy. n-gmmmm«mn!

T WHO SHOULD ATTEND?

Any peron who has established a trust o is naimed as
a Trustee or Successor Trustee.

WHAT YOU WILL LEARN

* Strategies to avoid common trustee mistakes

* Ways to avoid unnecessary commissions & fees
Mcthods to avoid improger advice by professionals
Ways 10 safeguard from diminishing your assets
Strawegies to buy low and sell high

-
.

OLIT, ke 3001

SOUND FAMILIAR?

Congratulations! You have completed the FIRST step in securing your financial future
by establishing a Trust. However, many peaple named as trustee do not have the
skills, knowledge, or full understanding of the obligations and linbilities to serve as a
trustee. Join us for a discussion on how to aveid these COSTLY mistakes.

ROCHESTER
Wednesday. September 18, 2002
7:00 p.m. - B:30 p.m, (Evening)
Older Persons Commission - OPC
312 Woodwaord St. {not OPC endorsed)

NMonday, Senlcmbcv 23, 2002
1 DO Lm. - p.m, (afterncon)
Livonia Civic Conter Library

32777 5 Mile Rd. (E. of Farmington Rd.)

PLYMOUTH Sou
wonnnsaay September 25, 2002 n-uusduy September 26, 2002
1'00 :00 p.m. (Aternoon) 00 p.m. - p.m. {Afternoon)
Smcm/soulh Lyon Dist, Library
9800 Pontiac Trall

ymoum Cullmnl Center
525 Farmer Ra. (btwn. N. Terrtonal & 5§ Ade otf Sheldoal

NORTHVILLE Novl
Lugécny, October 1, 2002 Wednesaay, October 2, 2002

Noon (Morning) 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. (Afternoan}
Northville Senlor Center Novi Crvic Center
215 W, Lady 45175 W. 10 Mde (btwn. Novi Rd. & Tat)

Wednesday. October 9, 2002
1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. (Afternoon}
Independence Twp, tibrary
6495 Clarkston Rd. {dIwn. A-15 &

CANTON
Tnursﬂ:ly. Qcmbev 3. 2002
am. . p.M. (Afternoon)
Canton Public Library
1200 S. Cantoa Center RA. 0ot bibrary endorsed)

1:00

. EARMINGTON
Thursday, October 17, 2002
7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. (Eveningl)
Walerlora Senim Center Farmington Community Library
Harper 23500 Liberty St. (1 bk, S. of Grand River)

ALL SEMINARS FREE OF CHARGE - NO RESERVATIONS NECESSARY
FOR INFORMATION CALL (248) 540-8710(EXT. 115)

Tuﬁ!tmy Oc!nbﬂl 15, 2002
1:00 30 p.m. (Afternoon)

Paul Leduc is 8 Registared Representative with Linseo/Private Lovdger,
\ 29100 Northwestern Highway, Suite 126 athfisld, ME 48034 @ (24%) A40.8710
Memler e
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