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Failing’ is a matter of interpretation, Maxfield says

BY SUEBUCK
STAFF WRITIR

When it comies to labeling
Hillside Elementary in
Farmington Hills as “failing,”
that's & matter of interpretation,
said Farmington Public Schools
Superintendent Bob Maxficld.

‘The district is proud of its
National Blue Ribbon
Exemplary School, despite its
designation by « federal pro-
grant. Officials say the “No Child
Left Behind® legislation meas-
ures schools too narrowly and
doesn't take into account the
most important factors in stu-
dent success,

In fact, they say, the law only
confldcnx progress in one

s ety

article, “further exacerba-

While the newspaper sel out
1o find what would happen if it
compared Blue Ribbon schools
with the “failing” schoo! eriteria,
that comparison “was never part
of any law,” Maxfield said.

Purvn(nl judgmient on schools
is more holistic and more based
on what is happening with their
own children, Maxfield said.
“Far s, the real challenge is
kuplng(lu big picture in mind.
The school is by every other
standard excellent.”

Michigan has 1,500 “failing™
scheols, under the federal gujde-
lines.

Maxfield docsn't believe any-
one in the community or in the

Program lesting area: science.
“What's interesting is that the
Blue Ribbon Comumittee looked

at these test results, 2000-2001,"

said Maxfield and Samir
Haddad, director of bilingual
education.

“It’s a state formula,” llmldnd
said, “In this case, it is based on
otic subset of the MEAP”

Haddad and Kris Gekiere,
administrator in Asscssment &
Evaluation, monitor the federal
No Child Left Behind program
at the state level.

The law is defined in 1,600

pages.

“1t's huge,” said Jan Colliton,
Assistant Superintendent for
Instruction.

This comes at o time when the
Farmington district is also try-
ing to muke sense out of state~
wide assessment programs and
standards, mclmlmg Ldumlmn
Yrs!, the Michig:

state
“gives a o
Still, Ile snid “I don't like the
‘failing’ word undcr any circum-
stance.”
His views arc echoed by Ernie
Bauer, a consultant for research

. eviluation and assesstnent who's

worked for Oakland Schools
since 1974,

There's nothing wrong with
the MEAP, Bauer said, However,
the way “No Child Left Behind™
uses the MEAP is inappropriate,
he said.

“It’s taking the test and fid-
dling with it,” Bauer said.

One of his collengues predicts
in two years, 80 percent of the
schools will be labeled “failing.”
Until more people react and say,

“My school isn't failing,” the
public may not fully ask ques-
tions or understand the ramifi-
cations of the federal law, he
said,

plan; how to make appropriate
yearly progress on the MEAP;
and Standard & Poors , Maxfield

said.
Maxfield considers the USA

' While are grume

Some alsa believe thisisa
“blatant attenipt” to get public
support of vouchers, Bauer said.

District officials are attribut-
ing the data interpretation toan
rising USA Today

er, 1t's udlikely the dis-
triet will issue n form: message
of protest explaining its point of
view to state or federal officials,
USA Today or anyone else.

However, Gekicre spoke to
people in the state department.

What's wrong is the way the
state and federal standards
mesh, they said.

HILLSIDE ACHIEVEMENT

“When we talked to our par-
ents, they value good test
scores,” Colliton said. “They
want their children to go to
Harvard. Over the five years 1
was there, we consistently
improved our test scores in all
subject areas. However, actual
science test scores went up but
within that, there are subcate-
gories. There's a moderate range
and n low range and those cate-
gories did not go up. A lot more
kids did better on the scienoe
but we did not make movement
from the low category to the
middle category”

Collitan was Hillside
Elementary principal from
1995-2000.

Hillside outscored the state
average every yedr but in this
subgroup, Hillside did not make
the adequate yearly progress and
ouly in science, Taddad sai

“A number of districts arc in
the same boat,” Haddad said.

When parents come to school

bling among themselves, they
are sametinies reluctant to be
100 vocal for fear of being char-
acterized as “another whining
edueator” Bauer said.

for lum night, packets
will be available with the district
response to the USA today story,
said Kathy Obrizak, Hillside
principal.

SCHOOL
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ace. “The overlap under-
scores just how elusive the
definition of ‘schoo] excel-
lence’ has become and ques-
tions the validity of the
nation’s most prestigious
recognition program.”

Local officials say the arti-
cle doesn't reflect Hillside's
true measure as a school.

"Hillside has consistently
scored well-nbove state aver-
ages in the MEAP said Jan
Colliton, assistant superin-
tendent for instruction. Prior
to a promotion last year,
Colliton had been Hillside
Elemcentary principal since
1995,

Hillside was nomed a Blue
Ribbon school after complet-
ing a 50-page application
and a two-day site visit by
program cvaluators,

‘The program measures
cight standards of excellence
that requires schools to
demonstrate challenging
curriculum, active learning
environments, an involved
parent and professional com-
munity and improved overall
student test scores to name a
few.
“We are really disappoint-
ed in seeing an article that is
so0 misleading,” Colliton said.
“Hillside is not a ‘failing”
school. The Elementary and
Secondary Education Act -

No Child Left Behind stan-
dards narrowly determines
school success or fallure
based on one test. For
Hillside, the determination
that it is a *failing school” was
based on the fact that on one
test, Science MEAP, has
dro; X

The state trends have
shows u relative flatness in
science scores since in 1999
all 13 strands were included
in the test.

“Hillside scores over the
last two years have mirrored
the same fluctuation as the
stale scores, with a 2.0 drop
for the state and 1.3 drop for
Hillside. Consi the

Michigan decrensed n read-
ing, indicating a difficult test,
‘Trends over time at Hillside
indicate solid achicvement.”

Experts say it's unwise to
compare the two programs
because they measure differ-
ent kinds of school progress.
The district says state com-
parisons are impossible
because ench state sets it
own standards. District offi-
cials add Michigan bench-
marks far exceed federal
guidelines.

“Input from our communi-
ty shows that they value
more than one Indicator of
success,” said Sue Zu r\'nleci

mile-wide, inch-deep testing
of the broad scicnee curricu-
Jum, Hillside is sti)) 35.4 per-
centage points above the
state average.”

The USA Today article
used information based on
the 2000-2001 MEAP
results, she added.,

Hillside made substantial
gains in all subject arcas aver
the past five years consistent-
Iy scoring well above state
averages, Colliton said.

*“It nlso ignores the fact
that Hillside consistently
monitors student progress
and will address the change.
It would be a shame to let
one test diminish Hillside's
parent, stalf and student
nccomplishment. All school
district scores in Oakland
County and the State of

smﬂ'and eommuml) servic-

Olhvr Natiopa) Blue
Ribbon Schools are North
Farmington High School and
Highmeadow Common
Campus. Farmington High
School and Kenbrook
Elementary are Michigan
Blue Ribbon Schools.

At Hillside, a handful of
parents made inquiries rela-
tive to the USA Today story.
Aletter was composed with
input from the district and
the PTA president and that
information was forwarded
to those purcnts.

Hillside principal Kathy
Obrizak planned to have
information packets avail-
able to parents who attend
curriculum nights.
sbuchoe homecommnet | 1248) 4T7-5450

She’s also spoken to staff and
PTA members,

Kim Heath, president of the
Farmington-Area PTA Council

is also trying to learn about all
the different accreditation stan-

. “There are so many dif-
ferent rules,” Heath said.

For more information, call
Colliton at (248) 489-3327.

sbuch 3o homecommnet [ (248) 4T7-5450

PREPARE

sense for everyday. It's a way to
teich citizens how to take care
of themselves”

One important way citizens
can be prepared is with a 72~
hour emergency kit in their

omes,

McGuire will be putting
together such a kit nt the meet-
ing,

i’ohcc and fire department
officials will nlso be on hand to
talk about how and when to
contact emergency personnel
and what to do until help
urrives,

There will also be informa-
tion on how to build a commu-

nication network in your
neighborhood.

At the end of the meeting,
there will be a brainstorming
session,

For more information, con-
tact McGuire at (248) 473
9563,

ppaceoe homecomm net
(248) 477-5450

. “America’s
‘wBest, Clown™
- IME Mpgazine

BE A CLOWN!

Send us a picture of you making your wacklest face
and we'll put a clown nose on it}

Ona grand prize winnar will get the chance to be a Guest Clown during
the Three Ring Adventure® before The Greatest Show On Earth*! Twenty

StaftPro marks 10th year
StaffPro America is celebrat-
ing its 10-year anniversary asa
staffing firm with a unique
approach. Employces are hired

BUSINESS BRIEFS

based on their complete founda-
tion (i.c. valus, emotional com-
petence, attitude, and dulk) In
celebration , the company is uti-
lizing a portion of its profits to

sponsor chikiren through Save
the Children® Federation. Every
company that becumes a client
this year will have a child spon-
sored an their behalf.

With rates this low,
can you afford not to get the
equity out of your house?

anis 2t 10w as

4.50

SON QUALIFVING PANK ONT HOMI {QUITY LINE™

%

APR*

K00 HATLS A 10w 0y

5.99

TOR QUALIFYING SANK ONE HOME EQUITY LOAN™
|

%

APR’

It's haed to imagine a better place or a better time to unlock the equity in your
home than at Bank One right now. These are our best rates in years and
Bank One makes it simple. Stop by Bank One today. click www.bankone.com
or call 1.800.800.LOAN and get your answer by the time you hang up.

BANK ONE

winners will have thelr photos printed In the paper. Winners will be
. randomly selected from all photos received by Tues, SEPT. 24.
Please send photos to: Ohumc & Eceentric Newspapers
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