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' GARDEN CALENDAR

Roses
The Community House Garden Club
wilk present Insect and Disease
Control for Roses, a program by Great
Lakes Roses co-owner Hancy Lindley, 7
p.m. Monday, Sept. 23, at The
Community House, 380 5. Bates in
dawntown Blrmingham,
Guest fee $5. For more information,
call Pat Jerzy at {248) 644-5832.
The program will consist of a one-hour
presentation and a 15-minute ques-
tion-and-answer period. Fall practices
that help prevent insect and disease
problems during the next growing
season, and cultural and natural con-
trols to use duting the growing sea-
son, will be featured. Lindley will have
tose books, Felca pruness and rose
care supplles available for purchase,

Hosta soclety
The Melro Detrolt Hosta Soclety will
meet 7 p.m. Monday, Sept. 23, a1
Congreqalianat Church of
Birmingham, Cranbrook Road at
¥oodward in Bloomfield Hills.
Guest speakers Brent and Becky
Heath, hybridizers of dalfodils on their
farm fn Gloucester, Va, witi give a
presentation on planting datfodils
with hostas. Autographed copies of
thelr book will be available, and a
sllent avetion will take place.
Guest fee $3. For membership Infor-
mation, call (248) 399-8929.

School of Gardening
The Michigan School of Gardenlng
offers a variety of ¢lasses. Advance
registration Is requested. Many class
s are limited In size and some have
pre-requisites. Call {248} 4-GARDEN for
information.
The schedule includes the three-ses-
sion All About Lawns, thursdays, Sept.
19 t0 Oct. 3, 3t Goldner Walsh Nursery,
559 Orchard Lake Road in Ponliac,
1892.50); Omamental Grasses and
Alternative Lawns, Saturday., Sept. 21,
al the Hisloric Detroil Garden Cenler
(Moross House), 1460 E, Jefferson in
Detroit (562, bring your lunch): and
Compost: Black Gold from Garden
Waste, Thursday, Sept. 26, at Goldner
Walsh Nursery (§39.50).

Tollgate falr
The Tollgate Gardeners at the

Michigan State University Tollgale
Education Center will have thelr slxth
annual Fall Fair and Plant Sate 10 am.
103 p.m. Saturcay, Sept. 21, at 20115
Meadowbrook in Hovi, Admisslen to
the fair is free. Free refreshmeats will
be avallatte.

Amaong the activities will be hayeides,
line dancing, the ¥SU Bug House (a

live bug display), and presentations on

mammals and bat conservation.
Children’s activities will Include kile
making, face painting, pumpkin paint~
Ing, and catch and release fishing.
The plant sale will feature perennlals,
ornamental grasses. hostas and
shrubs.

Tables grovided by MSU Extenslon wifl
present information on master gar-

dener, food preparalion, 4-H, and recy-

¢ling and compasting.

Teoe, bulb sale
The Oaklang Conservation Disirict is
olfering a variety of spring-flowering
bulbs and bare-root evergreen
seedlings for sale at economical
prices untll Friday, Oct. 4,

Choose fram crocus, daffodil, tuflp and

tyacinth buibs; and pine, spruce, fir
and cedar trees, Tree pickup will be
Friday and Saturday, Oct. 18 and 19,
Pick up order blanks at the Dakland
Conservation District, 2691 Dixie
Highway In Walerford, of have the
arder blanks maited by calling the
office at (246} 673-4496.

Rugosa roses
Congress has declared 2002 the Year
of the Rose. Roger and Nancy tindley,
owners of Great Lakes Roses. are cele-
brating with a secles of free programs
that will enable Michigan qardeners to
succeed with roses,

Each presentation (asts about an hour.

Reservations aren't needed. Great
Lakes Roses is at 49875 Willow Road,
between Rawsonville and Sumpler

(Belleville) roads in Sumpter Tawnship,

just south of Belleville, Call (734) 461
1230 or visit
wwwGreatLakesRoses.com.
Wonderful Rugosa Roses, a slide tec-
ture and garden tour by Nancy
Lindley, will take place 1 p.m.
Sunday, Sept, 22, or 11a.m, Monday,
Sept. 23.

Michigan Floral
Fall Open House
Saturday, September 21, 2002

10am-2pm
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. Make tracks for railroad gardening fun

ailroad ening is popu-
Rlur in th?;grdcnﬁ:g \I:";‘:ld.

1t's a fascinating hobby
that will appeal to the whole
family.

What could be more fun
than having your own train
town in your own back yard?
Little buildings, people and
plants, and a train with track

the correct
1| gauge, make it
all seem real.
You can
make your
train garden be
anything you
wish and have
§our own out-
oar emplre!
Garden Spot % ﬁni%ﬁd
garden wi
Marty need nbout 72

Figley square feet of
L. S space.

An outdoor train needs some
basic materiols, and then the
sky's the limit.

Generally o starter set con-
sists of an engine, & couple of
cars, track for a circle configu-
ration and a power supply. The
size of the track of these rail-
roads is 1-3/4 inches in width,
Virtually all trains made by
leading manufacturers run on
the same width teack.

If you wish to buy the parts
separately, you'll need 12
pieces of straight track, cnough
curved track for a circle, and
an extra curve for siding. The
switch can be on the left or
right side at the end of the sid-
ing stop.

WHERE

The first step is to decide
where you want your train gor-
den to be. A flat area is a good
place, but some elevation can
add interest.

Laok at the traffic flow in the
yard, where you will want peo-
ple to be to see the train, where
people and animals naturally
walk,

Be aware of trees; they may
be messy and the leaves will

KITCHEN REFACING
FREE ESTIMATES

wisr (734) 421-845T
wormnast (586) 751-1848
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Rallroad qardening can be a lifelong hobby.

need to be raked.

If the folinge is dense, flow-
ering plants won't bloom well,
and if it’s very dense, there
won't be enough light for
plants to grow.

To ensure safety, install o
GFI (ground fault interrupter)
in the electrical system, Be
especinlly eareful about the
electricity and the power pack,
which will control the speed
and direction of the train,

TOOLS

Beeause the ground will
freeze and thaw in the winter,
you will need a sub roadbed to
allow the track to move,

The tools you'll need are:
garden shovel, stakes, hammer,
string, s rrushed stone,
ashort 2] picce of lumber,
level, tamper, wire cutters,
small paintbrush, garden hose
or sprinkling can, screwdriver,
tape measure and pencil.

Lay the teack on the ground
to get an idea of where yon
want it to go. Lay the pieces
close together and when you're
sure, drive stakes in the grownd
around the outer edges of the
track. Tie string around the
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stakes so you'll have a guide to
dig up the grass after you have
taken up the track.

Ifyou wish, apply an herbi-
cide to kill any weeds; waita
few weeks before you putin
any plants.

To assure good drainage, dig
a shallow trench 5 to 6 inches
wide and 3 inches deep. It
doesn't have to be perfect,

Find a stone that looks real,
such as crushed limestone,
chicken grit or findings. Don't
use round stone or river rock
- it's too light and will wash
away, Pour the stones slowly
and when the trench s half
full, pack it firmly with a tamp-
er. Repeat this process,

Put water in the trench to
help pack the stone down and
when it's all even, tamp again.

Now lay the track, being sure
the connections are tight.
Conncet cach piece firmly,
being sure the teain will run
smoothly on the track.

To hold the track in place,
use small stones between the
ties. Make sure all is level, side
by side and length, Adjust the
stones as necessary.

Be careful to keep gravel ont
of the switch. Brush it out with
the small brush, then water the
track and stone bed to settle
the rocks, When it is dry, check
the level again.

Gently put the train on the
track and test run it slowly at
first until yon get the feel of

RTHHGLY
running the trie.
PLANTS
You'll want plants for the

garden, so keep them in seale,
Use dwarf plants or those that
can be pruned to scale,
Boxwood and juniper are par-
ticularly good. Also, Alpine
plants are fine - just be sure
they get good drainage,

Start with shrubs and
ground covers such as ereeping
thyme (there nre many short
ground cover plants), then add
flowering plants, A hardwood
muleh, finely chopped, isalsoa
good cover. Several strategical-
ly plnced rocks will make the
lnndscape more realistic.

When you have everything in
place, have a gold spike party!
Wear a striped hat like the real
railronders wear and have n
great time, Keep the truck
clean with a sanding block or a
track-cleancr locomati
Hobby shops are bursting with
ideas and cquipment. Do take
advantage of their expertise.

For ore information about
the Garden “Jrain Association,
visit www.gardentrains.org or
call tollfree (988) 733-2500.

Marty Flgley is an advanced master
gardener based in Birmingham. You
can Jeave her a message by dialing
{734)953-2047 on a touch-tane
phane. Her fax number is {248) 644-
1314,

P.C. & NET M.D

'"The PC Doctors Are In"
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