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Eight strangers in two teams. Ten
wacky sports tasks, And o 30-dny cross-
country mce,

If you're thinking TV reality game
show; you're right. But don't assume the
contestants all are jocks or diehard
sports fans, says former Birmingham
resident Neil Mandt, creator and co-
producer of Beg, Borrow & Deal, a new
hour-long reality game show that pre-
micred Tuesday on ESPN.

“They all did it for the adventure.
Only one is a big sports fan,” Mandt
described the game’s eight players, “We
did a variety of auditions in LA and
Chicago and Philly, an open casting call.
You have to be friendly, out-goingand a
genuinely warm persen,

*You need to rely on strangers....
you'tl never make it in this game ifsou
rely on friends and family™

Mandt knows a bit about adventure
and the kindness of strangers.

‘The film director (Hjjacking
Hollywood) and television producer has
b extensively in Africa and
Europe and once while in Spain, wasa

on a train that “brok

‘The game rules prohibited players
from handling money or credit cards,
but allowed them to ask stmngers, fami-
Iy and friends for temporary help. They
also had to convince major sports
teams, venues and medin to ﬁgl pthem
complete their spotts tasks,

“The game is hard because its so
deceptive,” said Cobi team member,
Josh Gates, during the first show. “Sure,
it's hard 1o get these tasks accomplished.
1t's renlly difficult to find sports celebri-
ties who are willing to do these crazy
things with us. But it's just as hard to
getasandwich?

During the first episode, team mem-
‘bers convineed strungers to lend cell
phones, give them subway tokens, car
rides, a hotel room and pay for food,
Gate’s team also talked their way into
Giants Stadium to catch 35-yard passes
from player Jesse Palmer and convinced
an Olympic medalist to pose for photos
—two a!P the required sports challenges.

A cameta erew captured every move.

Although the cameras might have
in[lur;‘nced o few passersby to help team

in the middle of nowhere”

“There was 2 local guy who gave me
and a few others a ride where we need-
ed ta go — six hours away” Mandt said.
“We had no moncy to give him.”

MANDT'S ADVENTURE

Beg, Borrow & Dealis a bit like
Mandts adventure, The players — four
on cach team = started the game in
New York City last Aprit 29,

With nothing more than the clothing
on their backs, they had to complete 10
of 40 required sports tasks and make
their way to Alcatraz Island off the
California coast within 30 days,

lly if they wanted &
few seconds of fame on a television
game show — they were “more of a neg-
ative than a positive, Mandt noted,

“Consider this, it's post 9-11 (tragedy)
and you're a security guard and some-
one tries to talk their way in. And you're
being videotaped. You're not going to let
themin.”

During the premicre episode, » guard
ejected ane team from a major sports
arcna and several hotel managers
turned the penniless players away.

STAY TUNED

By the end of the first episode ~
which covered two game days — one

Michael Mandt
{left) and Mell
Mandt (right) pose Lz

with Rich Elsen, N
the host of thelr |
ESPN show, Beg,
Borrow and Deal,
The Mandt
brothers grew up
In Blrmlngham.

PE A CLOWN!

Send us a plcture of you making your wacklest face

and we'll put a clown nose on itl

“America’s
Best, Clow,
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New ESPN reality game show has ’Michiqan roots

Camera crews catch one of two teams on the new ESPN reality game show, Beg, Borrow and

Deal, In deep thought as they figure out thele

team had finished two sports tasks and
the other was still trying.

Mandt suspects Beg, Borrow & Deal
will appeal to both sports fans — who
witl watch for the athletic challenges —
and non-fans who are interested in the
players, their personatities and ability to
work as a team.

“There is no question the show not
only appeals to the sports fan, but more
important than ever, hie can say to his
girlfriend or wife, hey let's watch this
together,” Mandt said.

Both Mandt and his brother enjoy
watching sports and have worked for
ESPN.

Michael Mandt was a production
assistant on ESPN's SportsCenter
before becoming a free-lonce sports tel-
evision producer for NBC Sparts, ABC
Sports, TNT, USA network, NBA
Entertainment and Major League
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next move,

Bascball. He has been a part of three
Olympics and has carned two Emmy
Awards and a Cable Ace Award for his
work. X
Neil Mandt moved to Los Angeles
after a stint as an entertainment
reporter for WDIV in Detroit. He
warked as a free-lence producer and
reporter for a variety of projeets, includ-
ing CBS News investigative reports, the
©.J. Simpson trial and the British show,
The Big Breakfast. He left television to
write and produce Hollywood
Hijacking, a feature film, in 1995 and
produced and directed a 14-cpisode
DVD scrics, Frontier Martinl Arts
Wrestling in 2000. He pitched the idea
for Beg, Borrow & Deafto ESPN in the
spring of 2001, .
“I had this Idea for a show. Isetupa |
meeting (with ESPN) and they jumped
on ‘This was going to be a big.

preseht

Company b 90
with 18 musifians!
Detroit Opera House

BEG, BORROW & DEAL

When: 8 p.m. Tuesdays on ESPN
The Teams: Two teams. Each
team conslsts of two men and
two women In their 20s. Five
players live In California,
Others five in South Carolina,
Connecticut and Michigan.
Local Player: Kellf Zink grew up
fn Plymouth and holds a degree
in broadcast journalism from
Michigan State University. She
lives In East Lansing.

The Game: Teams were dropped
off In Times Square in New York
City without any money, credit
cards or other resources Just
their driver's licenses and the
clothes on their backs. They
must complete 10 sports chal-
lenges and get to Al Capone’s
cell on Alcatraz Island in 30
days.

The Prize: Two tickets, all
expenses pald, to four champi
onship events.
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move for them, an expensive mave and
acreative move that they hadn't done
before]” Mandt said, He suggested
bringing his brother on board and “they
loved the idea”

Mandt produces the show from Los
Angeles. His brother has accompanied a
crew on the road and is in post produc-
tion.

“We're still editing. There's six months
of 350 hours of tape. We're cutting it
down to cight episodes, :

‘They're also casting for new players
for the next game, tentatively set for
summer 2003,

“It's definitely going to be more diffi-
cul;l We'll have even more restrictions
on the assistance they can get. It's going
to be hard”

Applications are avatlable on
ESPN.com .
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ROM RUSSIA...

GEORGIAN STATE
DANCE COMPANY

The NEW YORK TIMES says
“The Greatest Dance Company of Them All”

Saturday, October 26, 2002 8:00 pm.

One grand prize winner wilt get the chance to be a Guest Clown duting
the Three Ring-Adventure® before The Greatest Show On Earth™ Twenty
winners will have thelr photos printed in the paper. Winners witl be
randomly selected from all photos recelved by Tues. SEPT, 24.
Please send photas to: Observer & Eccentric Newspapers
8e & Clown Promotion

Eﬁlsl Schoaleraft
Ivonla, M1 48150

OCT 2-6 QiEp

On Sale at the Opera House Box Office
Group Sales info 313.237,3409

 Tickets available at all Ticketmasier ticket centers
inctuding Marshall Fields. Charge by phone 248,645 6666

ticketmaster

ticketmaster.com



