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BY MARY QUINLEY
CORRESPOHDENT

Ramon Castaneda s back!

In mid-April, he and his
wile, Vicki, the former owners
of Old Mexico, opened Viva
Mexico in Farmington.

“Customers arc happy that
we are here,” said Castaneda,
who has owned four restau-
rants, including the Old
Mexico eateries in West
Bloomficld and Livonia.

Viva Mexico s nestled ina.
strip mall on the north side of
Grand River Avenue west of
Orchard Lake Road. The
restaurant is open everyday
except Sunday,

“We serve $4.99 lunch spe-
cials that change each day,”
Castancda sald. The special
might be flour tortillas, pri-
mavera quesadillas or wet bur-
ritos, It all depends, he said,
on what's available.

Serving sizes are generous,

The taco salad ($7.25) is
mnde with crushed corn ships,
ground beef, lettuce, tomataes,
onjons, cheese, olives and sour
cream,

Botana, a heaping portion of
corn ships covered with a mix-
ture of pinto beans and
Mexican sausage, and then
topped with melted cheese,
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VIVA NEXICO

Where: 31624 Grand River Ave,
Farmington, {248) 477-5730
Hours: 1l a.m.-8 p.m. Monday-
Saturday, closed Sunday

Memz: Authentic Mexican dishes
including tacos, enchtladas,
tostadas, tamales, burrites
and quesadillas. Daily speclals
are avallable, Dine In or carry
out.

Cost: Lunches begin at $4.99; a
la carte prices start at $2; din*
ners range from $7.99 to $9.50;
and, combination plates run
fram $5.50 to $6.25.

Crecit cards: Cash only. No cred-
it cards accepted.

sons that customers return.
Several weeks ngo, two
young women wandered into
the restaurant, studied the
menu on the wall and, not see-
ing it listed, inquired nbuut
guacamole.
No problem, Castaneda said.
He then busied himself slicing
and mixing the fresl! avocados,

slices of avocado,
onions, olives and jalapeno
peppers, costs $10.45.

C dnis 1

onlons, §
and a hint of cilantro,
Avncndos are very expensive,
When he

try-
ing diffcrent recipes.

*If somebody comes into the
restaurant I'll ask them if they
would like to try whatever I'm
cooking,” said Castanedn, who,
onarecent afternoon, was
preparing caldo for himself
and his wife.

* Caldo, a Mexican soup, is a
blend of cabbage, potatoes,
carrots, corn, zucchini and
meat, It's not on the menu, but
perhaps some day it will be.

Sue Complols is hooked on

- the restaurant’s Mexican fare,

In the spring, she just hap~
pened to drive by Viva Mexico
and decided to check it out.

"F.wrytl\ing is good,” said

mptois of Novi, who imme-
dlnl cly recognized the couple
from Old Mexico. “To me, the
food tastes as authentic as
Mcximn town without the
drive”

During her frequent jaunts
to the catery — two or three
times a week — she feels like
family. “They call me by my
first name.”

Freshness is one of the rea-

prcpau:a a fuurmuncc sideof
guncamole ($2.25) he uses
almost a whale avocado.

Yummy, exclaimed the duo,
as they scooped the guacamole
into toasted chips,

Andy Sirvio, who works in
Farmington, is another satis-
fied customer.

“I'm excited to sce the
restaurant open,” Sirvio said,

_who with his family, used to

frequent Old Mexico.

His favorite dish ls the
“Viva" Quesadilla, alarge .
grilled flour mrtlllu filled with
chicken, spinach and cheese:
Guacamole, lettuce, tomataes,
onions, jalapenos and sour
cream ave served on the side.
Rice and beans are also
included.

Merina’s Combo (§7.99) s
named after the Castanedas’
granddaughter. The dinner
features a ground beef taco, an
enchilada, a tostadn, and sides
of rice and beans.

Burritos, enchiladns,
tostadas, quesadillas and
tamales are available asaln
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One of the new Items on the menu, an open-face taco is presented by Yictoria and Ramon Castaneda.

carte items.

The menu lists five Favorites
of Viva Mexico,

Each of the “favorites” is
served with rice and beans,
Prices for these dishes range
from $5.50 for the Bean &

eese Tostada and Ground
Beef Taco combo, to the

- Chicken Flour Tuco served

with a Chicken Enchilada for
36.26.

- We train our employees to
putall the duhcs !ogcthcr.
Castanedn explained. "It takes
me awhile to teach them
because 1 want to be sure they
have the love and the care”

Viva Mexico is compact,
There are ¢ight tables and cash
is the only nceeptable form of
payment. Carryout is available.

“In the futiire, we hope to

*Everything is good. To me,
the food tastes as authentic
as Mexicantown wilhout the
drive)

Sue Comptols

Customer 1

have fish on the menu and sec
what people think, said
Castaneda.

And, what do the patrons
wish for? Viva Ramon!

Mary Quinfey is 3 Livonia resident and

writes about food and travel for the |

Observer & Eccentric Newspapers. You
can reach her at MQinfo@aol.com.
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ADVENTURES

]oo_k!ng t6 enjoy some wonderful fall-

Fall Getaways * Cider Mills ¢ Orchards
. Hayrldes * Pumpkin Patches ¢ Haunted Houses
and 50 much morel
hr fore information about advertising,
please contact Dylan at
734-953-2073
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Fall Fun for
the whole

Glant Pumpkins, Corn Stalks,
[a Straw, D«hrmhcd. Gourds,

Lissecry

Located 10

32 Mile Road, straight ng
Rochester Road on Hi

Road In the Village of Leoﬂm!
Sigm pmted in town,

Don get lest watl row get here!
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You won't miss a thing with Going Places!

Energized Checking™

3.25°
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Maney oy,

" Open an actount todzy and receive:
UNLIMITED FREE CHECK WRITING
NO FOREIGN ATM FEES**

FREE ONLINE BANKING & BILL PAYMENT

CHARTER ONE®
BANK
charterona.com
foemety Pt Fodorsd of Michigan

Open an Energized Checking®™"
account today at your nearest
Charter One branch!

Srwnch offices througheut metrepolitan
OETROIT, OTSECO, KALAMATO0, OWO3S0, DURAND, CHESANING AND OKEMGS.
Extended hourt wyehdars and Ml service Saturdays at mest bramches.
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